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Representative Rotenberry To: Conservation and Wter
Resour ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 333

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 51-3-35, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT PUBLI C NOTI CE SHALL NOT AUTOVATI CALLY BE REQUI RED FOR
THE REI SSUANCE OF A WATER USE PERM T; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 51-3-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

51-3-35. (1) Upon approval of the application the board
shall notify the applicant to that effect and issue a permt
authorizing himto take all steps required to apply the water to
t he approved and proposed beneficial use. An application may be
approved for a |less anount of water than that requested if, in the
opi nion of the board, the approval of the full anmount requested
woul d interfere with a vested right or is against public interest.
An applicant shall be entitled to proceed with construction and
with the use of water in accordance with the approval and such
limtations as nmay be prescribed by the board. No initial
application shall be approved until the substance thereof shal
have been published by the applicant in a newspaper havi ng general
circulation in the county wherein the point of diversion or
wi t hdrawal exists, at |east ten (10) days before approval of such

application. The Permt Board may require public notice for any

other permt action affecting a water use permt, such as renewal,

nodi fication or transfer. The Permt Board may require a public

hearing on any action requested of the board pursuant to Section

49-17- 29.
(2) If the application is refused the board shall so notify

the applicant, and it shall be unlawful for such applicant to take
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any steps toward the use of any such water, so long as the refusal
shall continue in force. Any person who proceeds to use water,
wi t hout approval of the board being first obtained, may be

enj oi ned by the comm ssion or by any court of conpetent

jurisdiction.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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