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Representative |shee To: Education; Juvenile
Justice

HOUSE BI LL NO. 249

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-18.1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO | NCLUDE SEXUAL M SCONDUCT AND | NDECENT EXPCSURE | N THE
DEFI NI TION OF THE TERM " DI SRUPTI VE BEHAVI OR" AS USED I N THE
STATUTE AUTHORI ZI NG THE AUTQVATI C EXPULSI ON OF HABI TUALLY
DI SRUPTI VE STUDENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-11-18.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-11-18.1. (1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) The term "disruptive behavior"” neans conduct of a
student that is so unruly, disruptive or abusive that it seriously
interferes wth a school teacher's or school adm nistrator's
ability to communicate with the students in a classroom with a
student's ability to learn, or with the operation of a school or
school -rel ated activity, and which is not covered by other |aws
related to violence or possession of weapons or controlled
substances on school property, school vehicles or at
school -rel ated activities. Such behaviors include, but are not
limted to: foul, profane, obscene, threatening, defiant or
abusi ve | anguage or action toward teachers or other school
enpl oyees; defiance, ridicule or verbal attack of a teacher;

sexual m sconduct or indecent exposure; and willful, deliberate

and overt acts of disobedience of the directions of a teacher; and

(b) The term"habitually disruptive" refers to such
actions of a student which cause disruption in a classroom on
school property or vehicles or at a school-related activity on
nore than two (2) occasions during a school year, and to

di sruptive behavior that was initiated, willful and overt on the
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part of the student and which required the attention of school
personnel to deal with the disruption. However, no student shal
be considered to be habitually disruptive before the devel opnent
of a behavior nodification plan for the student in accordance with
t he code of student conduct and discipline plans of the school
district.

(2) Any student who is thirteen (13) years of age or ol der
for whom a behavi or nodification plan is devel oped by the school
principal, reporting teacher and student's parent and which
student does not conply with the plan shall be deened habitually
di sruptive and subject to automatic expul sion on the occurrence of
the third act of disruptive behavior during a school year. After
the second act of disruptive behavior during a school year by a
student who is younger than thirteen (13) years of age, a
psychol ogi cal eval uation shall be perforned upon the child.

(3) This section shall be repealed on July 1, 2007.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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