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Representati ve Fl eni ng To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 244

AN ACT TO PROHI BI T TEACHERS, COUNSELORS AND OTHER SCHOOL
OFFI CI ALS FROM RECOMMENDI NG PSYCHI ATRI C DRUGS FOR ANY CHI LD, AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTI ON 1. (1) Each local school board shall adopt and

i npl enent policies prohibiting any teacher, counsel or or other
school personnel fromrecomendi ng the use of psychiatric drugs
for any child. However, this section does not prohibit: (a)
school nedical staff fromrecomrending that a child be eval uated
by an appropriate nedical practitioner; or (b) school personnel
fromconsulting, with the consent of a child s parent or guardi an,
with a nmedical practitioner concerning the child.

(2) The refusal of a parent or other person having control
of a child to adm nister or consent to the adm nistration of any
psychiatric drug to that child does not, in and of itself,
constitute grounds for the Department of Human Services to take
the child into custody or for any court of conpetent jurisdiction
to order that the child be taken into custody by the departnent
unl ess the refusal causes the child to be negl ected or abused, as
defined in Section 43-21-105.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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