M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representative Markham To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 240

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-61, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO PROH BIT PUBLI C SCHOOLS FROM OPENI NG THEI R ANNUAL SCHOOL TERM
3 BEFORE AUGUST FI FTEENTH, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
5 SECTION 1. Section 37-13-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anended as follows:

7 37-13-61. The State Board of Education shall have the power
8 and authority to fix the date for the opening of the school term
9 in all schools in the state, which date nay not be before the

10 fifteenth day of August. The State Board of Education shall

11 pronul gate guidelines for an annual school cal endar to be observed
12 by all public school districts. * * * However, * * * |ocal school
13 boards are authorized to keep school in session in excess of the
14  m ni mum nunber of days prescribed in this chapter.

15 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
16 and after July 1, 2004.
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