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Representative Fl em ng To: Ganming; Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 191

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 75-76-129, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DELETE THE PROVI SI ON THAT DI VERTS A PORTI ON OF STATE GAM NG
REVENUES TO THE STATE H GAWAY FUND;, TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI VERSI ON
OF A PORTI ON OF STATE GAM NG REVENUES TO THE STATE PORTS FUND, THE
DI SASTER ASS|I STANCE TRUST FUND AND THE M SSI SSI PPI
H GHWAY- RAI LROAD GRADE CROSSI NG SAFETY ACCOUNT W THI N THE RAI LROAD
REVI TALI ZATI ON FUND; TO AMEND SECTI ON 57-43-15, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPOSI T OF STATE GAM NG REVENUES | NTO
THE M SSI SSI PPl H GHWAY- RAI LROAD GRADE CROSSI NG SAFETY ACCOUNT
W TH N THE RAI LROAD REVI TALI ZATI ON FUND; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 75-76-129, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

[ Through June 30, 2022, this section shall read as foll ows:]

75-76-129. On or before the |ast day of each nonth al
taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damages, fines or other nonies
collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the
provi sions of this chapter, with the exception of (a) the | ocal
government fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, and (b) an anount
equal to Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00) of the revenue
col |l ected pursuant to the fee inposed under Section
75-76-177(1)(c), or an amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%
of the revenue collected pursuant to the fee inposed under Section
75-76-177(1)(c), whichever is the greater anmount, shall be paid by
the State Tax Commi ssion to the State Treasurer to be deposited in
the State General Fund. The |ocal governnent fees shall be
distributed by the State Tax Comm ssion pursuant to Section
75-76-197. An anount equal to Three MIlion Dollars
($3, 000, 000. 00) of the revenue collected during that nonth
pursuant to the fee inposed under Section 75-76-177(1)(c) shall be

deposited by the State Tax Conmm ssion into the bond sinking fund
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created in Section 65-39-3. The revenue collected during that
nont h pursuant to the fee inposed under Section 75-76-177(1)(c)
that is in excess of Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00), but is
| ess than twenty-five percent (25% of the amobunt of revenue

coll ected during that nonth, shall be allocated and deposited

equally into the State Ports Fund established under Section

59-5-33, the Disaster Assistance Trust Fund established under

Section 33-15-307 and the M ssissippi H ghway-Rail road G ade

Crossing Safety Account within the Railroad Revitalization Fund

est abli shed under Section 57-43-15.

[Fromand after July 1, 2022, this section shall read as
foll ows: |

75-76-129. On or before the last day of each nonth, al
taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damages, fines or other nonies
collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the
provi sions of this chapter, wth the exception of the |ocal
governnment fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, shall be paid by
the State Tax Commi ssion to the State Treasurer to be deposited in
the State CGeneral Fund. The |ocal governnent fees shall be
distributed by the State Tax Comm ssion pursuant to Section
75-76-197.

SECTION 2. Section 57-43-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

57-43-15. (1) There is established wthin the Railroad
Revitalization Fund a new account to be entitled the M ssissipp
H ghway- Rai |l road Grade Crossing Safety Account. The account shal
be adm ni stered by the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation
and shall consist of (a) such nonies as are transferred to it on
July 1, 2001, fromthe M ssissippi Gade Crossing Cosure
Account; * * * (b) thirty-five percent (35% of collections from
the | oconotive fuel tax inposed under Section 27-59-307 for the

previ ous year and (c) nonies deposited into the account as

provi ded under Section 75-76-129. Unexpended anounts remaining in

H B. No. 191 *HRO3/R105*
04/ HRO3/ RL05
PAGE 2 (BS\LH)




65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

the account at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the
State General Fund; and any interest earned on anmounts in the
account shall be deposited to the credit of the account.

(2) The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation, in
cooperation with the railroads operating in M ssissippi, shal
promul gate rules to ensure equitable allocation of the funds
described in subsection (1) of this section to projects throughout
the state, and shall consider the proportionate nunber of main
line track mles of each railroad and the nunber of public
roadway/ railroad grade crossings on each railroad's main |ine.
Expendi ture of nonies fromthe M ssissippi H ghway-Rail road G ade
Crossing Safety Account shall be limted to the foll ow ng
pur poses:

(a) Financial aid for closure of public
roadway/ rail road grade crossings;

(b) Realignnment of construction costs of roadways being
rerouted to facilitate a closure of a public roadway/railroad
grade crossing;

(c) Mnies to match federal or other funds for a grade
separation elimnating an at-grade crossing of a public roadway
and railroad; and

(d) Installation or upgrade of highway-railroad grade
crossing signals, at the discretion of the M ssissipp
Transportati on Conm ssion, based upon the Federal Railroad
Adm ni stration ranking of all M ssissippi highway-railroad grade
crossings. Not less than ten percent (10% of the nonies
necessary to defray the costs of such installations nust be
federal funds.

(3) The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal
consider all requests fromthe state's diagnostic review of public
roadway/ rail road grade crossings and fromindividual railroads for
expendi ture of funds for the purposes described in subsection (2)

of this section, and shall establish uniformcriteria and
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98 guidelines relating to such crossings and the expenditure of

99 funds.

100 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
101 and after July 1, 2004.
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