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Representative Martinson To: Apportionment and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 166

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-911, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT A CANDI DATE MAY REQUIRE THE CIRCU T CLERK TO COPY
THE BALLOTS LOCATED I N THE BALLOT BOX AFTER ANY PRI MARY OR GENERAL
ELECTI ON;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE CI RCU T CLERK TO CHARGE THE CANDI DATE
THE ACTUAL COST OF COPYI NG THE BALLOTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-911, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-911. (1) Wen the returns for a box and the contents
of the ballot box and the conduct of the election * * * have been
canvassed and reviewed by the county el ection comm ssion in the
case of general elections or the county executive comrittee in the
case of primary elections, all the contents of the box required to
be placed and sealed in the ballot box by the managers shall be
replaced * * * py the election conm ssion or executive conmttee,
as the case nay be, and the box shall be * * * reseal ed and
delivered to the circuit clerk, who shall safely keep and secure
t he sane against any tanpering * * *. At any tine within twelve
(12) days after the canvass and exam nation of the box and its
contents by the election conm ssion or executive conmttee, as the
case nmay be, any candidate or his representative authorized in
witing by him shall have the right of full exam nation of said
box and its contents upon three (3) days' notice of his
application * * * served upon the opposing candi date or
candi dat es, or upon any nenber of their famly over the age of
ei ghteen (18) years, which exam nation shall be conducted in the
presence of the circuit clerk or his deputy who shall be charged

with the duty to see that none of the contents of the box are

H B. No. 166 *HR40/R166> Gl/ 2
04/ HRAO/ R166
PAGE 1 (GnED)



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

renmoved fromthe presence of the clerk or in any way tanpered

with. The candidate or his representatives have the right to

require the circuit clerk to photocopy any and all contents of the

boxes, including, but not limted to, all ballots, recapitul ation

tallies, pollbooks, voter signature registers and any other itens

fromthe election. Upon the conpletion of the exam nation, the

box shall be resealed with all its contents * * *. * * * |{f any
contest or conplaint before the court shall arise over the box, it
shal |l be kept intact and sealed until the court hearing and

anot her ballot box, if necessary, shall be furnished for the

preci nct invol ved.

(2) The provisions of this section allow ng the exam nation
of ball ot boxes shall apply in the case of an el ection contest
regardi ng the seat of a nmenber of the state Legislature. In such
a case, the results of the exam nation shall be reported by the
applicable circuit clerk to the Cerk of the House of
Representatives or the Secretary of the Senate, as the case nmay
be.

(3) The election comm ssioners or the executive commttee,

as the case may be, nmust recount, recanvass and recertify the

election if the candi date who is questioning the election can show

that a possible error or errors were made such that, if they were

corrected, would change the outcone of the election. |[|f upon

recanvassi ng and recertification the outcone of the election would

be changed, those in charge of the election will correctly

recertify the results, declare the winner of the election and

notify the Secretary of State as to the change in the vote count.

(4) There will be no charge to the candi date who requested

the recanvassing, if the results of the el ection have changed or

if an error was found. The candi date shall pay the per diem of

the election comm ssioners if the results of the election did not

change or an error was not found.
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SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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