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Represent ati ve Mak To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 70

AN ACT TO CREATE THE " GENETI C | NFORVATI ON NONDI SCRI M NATI ON
I N HEALTH | NSURANCE ACT OF 2004"; TO PROVI DE DEFI NI TI ONS; TO
PROVI DE THAT NO HEALTH BENEFI T PLAN MAY DENY, CANCEL OR REFUSE TO
RENEW BENEFI TS OR COVERAGE ON THE BASI S OF CENETI C | NFORVATI ON;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"Genetic Informati on Nondi scrimnation in Health | nsurance Act of
2004."
SECTION 2. As used in this act, the foll ow ng words and

phrases shall have the neani ngs ascri bed herein unless the context
clearly requires otherw se:

(a) "Cenetic information” neans information about
genes, gene products or inherited characteristics that may derive
froman individual or a famly nenber of the individual

(b) "Cenetic services" nmeans health services provided
to obtain, assess and interpret genetic information for diagnostic
and therapeutic purposes and for genetic education and counseling.

(c) "Famly menber"” nmeans, with respect to an
i ndi vi dual, another individual related by blood to that individual
or a spouse or adopted child of the individual.

(d) "Health benefit plan" neans a plan that provides
benefits for medical or surgical expenses incurred as a result of
a health condition, accident or sickness and that is offered by
any insurance conpany, group hospital service corporation or
heal t h mai nt enance organi zation that delivers or issues for
delivery an individual, group, blanket or franchise insurance

policy or insurance agreenent, a group hospital service contract
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or an evidence of coverage or, to the extent permtted, by the
Enpl oyee Retirenent I ncone Security Act of 1974 (29 USCS Section
1001 et seq.), by a multiple enployer welfare arrangenent as
defined by Section 3, Enployee Retirenent |Incone Security Act of
1974 (29 USCS Section 1002), a Medicare supplenental policy as
defined by Section 1882(g)(1), Social Security Act (42 USCS
Section 1395) or any ot her anal ogous benefit arrangenent.

SECTION 3. (1) No health benefit plan nmay deny, cancel or

refuse to renew benefits or coverage or vary the prem uns, terns
or conditions for benefits or coverage for any participant or
beneficiary under the plan on the basis of genetic information or
on the basis that the participant or beneficiary has requested or
recei ved genetic services.

(2) No health benefit plan may request or require a plan
participant or beneficiary or an applicant for coverage as a plan
participant or beneficiary to disclose to the plan genetic
i nformati on about the plan participant, beneficiary or applicant.

(3) No health benefit plan may disclose genetic information
about a plan participant or beneficiary or an applicant for
coverage as a plan participant or beneficiary without the prior
written authorization of the plan participant, beneficiary or
applicant or of the |legal representative thereof. Such
authorization is required for each disclosure and shall include an
identification of the person to whomthe disclosure may be nade.

(4) Any health benefit plan that fails to neet the
requi renents of this section may be liable to the plan
participant, beneficiary or applicant for conpensatory,
consequential and punitive danages.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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