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HOUSE BI LL NO. 49

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE MUNI Cl PALI TI ES TO ADOPT ORDI NANCES
PRCHI Bl TI NG HOUSI NG DI SCRI M NATI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR REMEDI ES TO
AGGRI EVED PERSONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The purpose of this act is to authorize

municipalities to adopt ordinances that prohibit housing
discrimnation and are consistent with federal |aws prohibiting
housi ng discrimnation. It is also the purpose of this act to
authorize nunicipalities to provide renedies to persons aggrieved
by housi ng di scrimnation.

SECTION 2. (1) The governing authorities of municipalities

may adopt ordi nances prohibiting housing discrimnation and
affording renedies to persons aggrieved by acts of housing
discrimnation if the ordinances are not inconsistent with federal
| aw.

(2) For the purpose of enforcing any ordi nance adopted in
accordance with this section, the governing authorities of
muni ci palities may:

(a) Appoint an administrative body or board consisting
of not nore than seven (7) nenbers who may receive conpl aints,
subpoena i nformation, investigate conplaints, conciliate
conpl aints and conduct hearings on conplaints of housing
di scrim nati on;

(b) Expend nonies fromits general fund to pay for
sal ari es of board menmbers and support personnel, expenses,

supplies and other costs incurred in connection with the
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enforcement of its ordi nance prohibiting housing discrimnation;
and

(c) Receive financial and ot her assistance from
agenci es, governnental entities and nonprofit organizations
designed to pronote enforcenent of |aws prohibiting housing
di scrim nation.

SECTION 3. (1) A nunicipality adopting an ordi nance and

appoi nting an adm nistrative body or board under Section 2 of this
act may by ordi nance authorize the board to award persons
aggrieved by acts of housing discrimnation any or all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Actual damages;

(b) Conpensatory damages not exceedi ng Five Thousand
Dol | ars ($5, 000. 00);

(c) Reasonable attorney's fees;

(d) Injunctive relief;

(e) Punitive danages not exceeding Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00) if the conduct conpl ained of constitutes gross
negl i gence, bad faith or was exercised with malicious intent.

(2) In addition to the renedies stated in subsection (1) of
this section, the nunicipality may by ordi nance authorize the
board to assess ordi nance violators with adm nistrative costs and
fees in an anmbunt not exceeding the sum of One Thousand Dol | ars
($1,000.00) and civil penalties as foll ows:

(a) A fine in an anount not exceeding Ten Thousand
Dol I ars ($10,000.00) for any party adjudged to be first-tine
of f enders;

(b) A fine in an anount not exceeding Twenty-five
Thousand Dol | ars ($25, 000.00) for any party adjudged to have
violated any federal, state or |ocal |aw prohibiting housing
discrimnation within the five-year period i medi ately precedi ng

t he subject violation; and
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(c) Afine in an anmount not exceeding Fifty Thousand
Dol lars ($50,000.00) if the violating party is adjudged to be a
habi tual violator. For purposes of this section, a habitual
violator is any firm individual, corporation, nonprofit entity,
partnership, entity or group of sane, adjudged to have viol at ed
any federal, state or |ocal |aw prohibiting housing discrimnation
on two (2) or nore separate occasions.

SECTION 4. (1) The orders of an adm nistrative body or

board appointed by a municipality for the purpose of enforcing
ordi nances prohibiting housing discrimnation shall be binding and
subj ect to enforcenent unless appealed in |ike manner as judgnents
and orders entered by the courts of this state.

(2) A party aggrieved by a final order of an adm nistrative
body or board appointed by the nunicipality to enforce its
ordi nance prohibiting housing discrimnation nmay appeal the order
to the circuit court by filing a witten notice of appeal and
request for transcription of the proceedings with the board's
clerk or secretary within ten (10) days of entry of the order.
Upon recei pt of the notice of appeal, the adm nistrative body or
board shall cause its proceedings to be transcribed and shall file
same with the clerk of the circuit court within forty-five (45)
days and shall notify the parties that the transcript has been
filed. Subsequent to the filing of the transcript, the parties
may file briefs in accordance wwth the M ssissippi Rul es of
Appel | ate Procedure, and the circuit court may proceed to hear and
determ ne the appeal. However, the court's determ nation of the
appeal is limted to whether substantial evidence supports the
board's order.

(3) Review of a decision or order entered by the circuit
court reviewing the adm nistrative body's order may be nmade by
appeal to the M ssissippi Suprene Court in accordance with the
M ssi ssippi Rules of Appellate Procedure. Review by the

M ssi ssi ppi Suprenme Court shall be limted to a determ nation
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whet her substanti al

or der.

SECTI ON 5.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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