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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 2

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG DR. RI CHARD L. THOMPSON FOR HI S
SERVI CE TO THE CHI LDREN OF M SSI SSI PPl UPON THE OCCASI ON OF HI S
DEPARTURE AFTER MANY YEARS OF DEDI CATED SERVI CE AS STATE
SUPERI NTENDENT OF EDUCATI ON.

VWHEREAS, on June 20, 2002, Dr. Richard L. Thonpson announced
his resignation as State Superintendent of Education in
M ssi ssi ppi after four years of outstanding | eadership; and

VWHEREAS, he is conpleting his second tenure of dedicated
service as M ssissippi’s State Superintendent of Education; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Warren County, North Carolina, he
received his Doctor of Education fromthe University of North
Carolina at G eensboro, his Master of Education fromthe
University of North Carolina at Charlotte, his Bachelor of Arts
fromEl on College, and his Associate of Arts from Chowan Col | ege;
and

VWHEREAS, he served as Deputy State Superintendent of Public
Schools for North Carolina and as the Director of the North
Carolina Center for the Advancenent of Teaching; and

VWHEREAS, he served as Superintendent of the Tupelo Public
School District from 1987-1990; and

VWHEREAS, he served on nunerous boards and conmi ssions,
i ncluding the Council of Chief State School O ficers’ Service
Advi sory Commttee, the Southeastern Regional Vision for
Education, the Covernor’s Conm ssion on Wrkforce Excellence, the
M ssi ssi ppi Economi ¢ Council, and M ssissippi Authority for

Educati onal Tel evi sion; and
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WHEREAS, he was awarded the Order of Long Leaf Pine by North
Carol ina Governor JimHunt, which is the highest honor bestowed
upon a citizen of the state; and

VWHEREAS, he was awar ded the M ssissippi Associ ation of
Educators’ and the M ssissippi Associ ation of School
Superintendents’ Friend of Education Award; and

VWHEREAS, he received a Phi Delta Kappa award fromthe
nort heast M ssissippi chapter of Phi Delta Kappa; and

VWHEREAS, he participated in the historic activities
surroundi ng the signing of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001;
and

WHEREAS, his instrunmental |eadership has resulted in a strong
assessnent and accountability nodel, which was ranked sixth in the
nation by The Princeton Review as one of the nost conprehensive
and consi stent accountability systens; and

VWHEREAS, hi s unconpronm sing conmtnent to the children of
M ssi ssippi has resulted in significant advancenents in public
education; and

WHEREAS, he is married to the former Peggy Hopkins and is
father to Tara Eli zabeth Thonpson and Wit ney D anne Thonpson; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the service
of this state education | eader who has brought honor to public
education, his profession and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend Dr. Richard L. Thonpson,
State Superintendent of Education, for his nmany years of service
to the State of M ssissippi, on the occasion of his departure, and
extend to himand his famly the best wi shes of the Senate in his
future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Dr. Richard L. Thonpson and be forwarded to the State Board of

Educati on, and be nade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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