M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2002

By: Senator(s) Gollott, Hewes To: Rules
SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO 1
1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG BRI GADI ER GENERAL M CHAEL W PETERSON
2 FOR H S DEDI CATED AND EXEMPLARY SERVI CE TO THE UNI TED STATES OF
3 AMERI CA AND CONGRATULATI NG H'M UPON HI S ASSI GNMVENT AS COMVANDER,
4 81ST TRAI NI NG W NG, Al R EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG COVVAND, KEESLER
5 AR FORCE BASE, M SSI SSI PP .
6 VWHEREAS, Brigadi er General M chael W Peterson has been
7 assigned as Comrander, 81st Training Wng, Air Education and
8 Training Command, Keesler Air Force Base, M ssissippi; and
9 VWHEREAS, Brigadi er General Peterson entered the Air Force in
10 1974 as a distinguished graduate of the University of Southern
11 M ssissippi ROTC Program and
12 VWHEREAS, Ceneral Peterson is a 1970 graduate of Biloxi High
13 School, Biloxi, Mssissippi; and
14 VWHEREAS, General Peterson continued his education in
15 M ssissippi, earning a Bachel or of Science Degree in Mathenmatics
16 fromthe University of Southern M ssissippi in 1974, and a
17 Master's Degree in Tel econmuni cati ons Managenent fromthe
18 University of Southern M ssissippi in 1983; and
19 VWHEREAS, Ceneral Peterson graduated fromthe Air War Coll ege,
20 Maxwell Air Force Base, Al abama, in 1992; and
21 VWHEREAS, prior to his assignnent to Keesler Air Force Base,
22 General Peterson was Director, Conmunications and |nformation
23 Systens, Headquarters Air Conbat Comrand, Langley Air Force Base,
24  Virginia; and
25 VWHEREAS, in this capacity, General Peterson was the
26 functional |eader for 15,000 communi cations and information
27 professionals, providing services to over 100,000 active-duty
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mlitary and civilian nenbers at 30 major installations in the
United States, Iceland and Portugal; and

WHEREAS, GCeneral Peterson al so devel oped policy, oversaw
prograns and nmanaged resources in support of the command's m ssion
to provide nuclear forces for the U S. Strategic Command, theater
air forces for U S. Joint Forces Command, U.S. Central Command,
U. S. Southern Command, U.S. European Command and U.S. Pacific
Command, as well as defense forces for the North Anmerican
Aer ospace Def ense Command; and

VWHEREAS, Ceneral Peterson directed Air Force communi cations
supporting the air war over Serbia and no-fly zone operations over
sout hern Iraqg; and

WHEREAS, Ceneral Peterson al so commanded a space operations
group and served on the Joint Staff with responsibility for
advi sing the Chairman and the Joint Chiefs of Staff on issues
relating to mlitary satellite comuni cations; and

VWHEREAS, t hroughout his exenplary career, Ceneral Peterson
has recei ved nunerous awards and decorations, including the Legion
of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal , the Meritorious Service Medal with four oak |eaf clusters,
the Joint Service Commendati on Medal and the Air Force
Commendati on Medal with oak |eaf cluster; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of his ability and acconpli shnents,
General Peterson was rewarded with pronotions throughout his
mlitary career, beginning with his pronotion to Second Lieutenant
on May 22, 1974; First Lieutenant on June 7, 1976; Captain on June
7, 1978; Major on Novenmber 1, 1985; Lieutenant Col onel on June 1,
1989; Col onel on February 1, 1994 and Brigadi er General on Cctober
1, 2000; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the M ssissippi Senate to
recogni ze and conmend the exenplary mlitary service and

contributions of citizens like Brigadier General Mchael W
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Pet erson who has dedicated his life to serving and protecting the
citizens of the United States of Anerica:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend Brigadi er General M chael
W Peterson for his dedicated and exenplary service to the
citizens of the United States of America and congratul ate hi m upon
hi s assi gnnment as Commander 81st Training Wng, Air Education and
Trai ni ng Conmand, Keesler Air Force Base, M ssissippi, and extend
our warnmest welconme to the State of M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to Brigadier General M chael W Peterson.
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