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***Lost***
AMENDMENT No. 1 PROPOSED TO

Senate Bill NO. 2503

By Senator(s) Blackmon

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created a Departnent of

Human Servi ces Reorgani zation Study Committee which shall study
the inplenentation of a freestandi ng agency of M ssi ssipp
governnment that would focus on and adm nister the foll ow ng
programs relating to children: (a) the functions of the D vision
of Youth Services of the Departnment of Human Services; (b) the
functions of the Ofice for Children and Youth of the Depart nent
of Human Services; (c) the functions of the Division of Famly and
Children's Services presently adm nistered by the Departnent of
Human Services, including the foster care or foster honme pl acenent
program child adoption and child placenent, and investigation of
child abuse and neglect; (d) the admnistration of the school
attendance officers enforcing the M ssissippi Conpul sory School
Attendance Law presently adm nistered by the district attorney
offices; (e) the alternative school progranms presently
adm ni stered by the various school districts; (f) any program for

children services which are provided by the M ssissippi Departnent
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of Mental Health; and (g) child care facility licensure prograns
presently adm ni stered by the M ssissippi Departnent of Health; to
ensure that the funds for approved services followthe child. The
task force may study and make recommendati ons on any ot her program
relating to child welfare or children's services, including but

not limted to the youth court systemin M ssissippi, the child
abuse and neglect | aws of M ssissippi, and the inpact of state and
federal welfare reforminitiatives on child welfare services in

M ssi ssi ppi .

(2) The task force shall nmake a report of its findings and
reconmendations to the Legislature, the Lieutenant Governor and
t he Governor on Cctober 1, 2001, for inplenentation in the 2002
Regul ar Sessi on.

(3) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng: the
Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnent of Human
Services; the State Health O ficer; the Executive Director of the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Mental Health; the Executive Director of
the Division of Medicaid; two (2) youth court judges appointed by
the Governor; two (2) representatives of child residential
facilities appointed by the Governor; the Chairman of the Senate
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee; the Chairnman of the Senate
Appropriations Conmttee; three (3) nmenbers of the Senate
appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor; the Chairnman of the House
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee; the Chairnman of the House
Appropriations Conmittee; and three (3) nenbers of the House
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House. The Chairnman of the Senate
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee and the Chairnman of the House
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee shall serve as co-chairnmen of
the conmttee. 1In the event any nenber is unable to attend any

neeting of the task force, such nmenber shall not be authorized to
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desi gnat e another person to attend or vote at such neeting.

Wthin fifteen (15) days after passage of this section, on a day
to be designated jointly by the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the task force
shall nmeet and organi ze by selecting fromits menbership a vice
chai rman. The vice chairman shall al so serve as secretary and
shal |l be responsible for keeping all records of the task force. A
majority of the nmenbers of the task force shall constitute a
guorum All nenbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings,
such notices to be mailed at least five (5) days prior to the date
on which a neeting is to be held.

(4) Any nenber of the task force who is also a state
enpl oyee shall not be eligible to receive per diem conpensation
for attending nmeetings of the task force, but may be reinbursed in
accordance with Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for
m | eage and actual expense incurred in the performance of their
duties, if authorized by vote, at a neeting of the task force,
whi ch action shall be recorded in the official mnutes of said
neeting. Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be paid from
t he conti ngent expense funds of their respective houses in the
sanme amounts as provided for commttee neetings when the
Legislature is not in session.

(5) The task force is enpowered to utilize staff already
enpl oyed by the agencies affected by this section and any ot her
assi stance nmade available to it.

(6) Upon presentation of its report, the task force shall be
di ssol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and
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inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO CREATE A DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES
REORGANI ZATI ON STUDY COW TTEE TO STUDY THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A
FREESTANDI NG AGENCY TO ADM NI STER CERTAI N SPECI FI C CH LDREN
SERVI CE PROGRAMS AND TO STUDY OTHER CHI LD SERVI CE- RELATED | SSUES;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
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