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***Adopted***
AMENDMENT No. 1 PROPOSED TO

Senate Bill NO. 2987

By Representative(s) Committee

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 93-17-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-17-5. (1) There shall be nmade parties to the proceeding
by process or by the filing therein of a consent to the adoption
proposed in the petition, which consent shall be duly sworn to or
acknowl edged and executed only by the follow ng persons, but not
before seventy-two (72) hours after the birth of said child: (a)
the parents, or parent, if only one (1) parent, though either be
under the age of twenty-one (21) years; or, (b) in the event both
parents are dead, then any two (2) adult kin of the child within
the third degree conputed according to the civil |aw, provided
that, if one of such kin is in possession of the child, he or she
shall join in the petition or be nade a party to the suit; or, (c)
the guardian ad litem of an abandoned child, upon petition show ng
that the nanes of the parents of such child are unknown after
diligent search and inquiry by the petitioners. |In addition to

t he above, there shall be nade parties to any proceedi ng to adopt
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a child, either by process or by the filing of a consent to the
adoption proposed in the petition, the foll ow ng:

(i) Those persons having physical custody of such
child, except persons having such child as foster parents as a
result of placenent with them by the Departnment of Human Services
of the State of M ssi ssippi.

(ii) Any person to whom custody of such child may
have been awarded by a court of conpetent jurisdiction of the
State of M ssissippi.

(iii) The agent of the county Departnent of Hunman
Services of the State of Mssissippi that has placed a child in
foster care, either by agreenent or by court order.

(2) Such consent nmay al so be executed and filed by the duly
aut hori zed officer or representative of a home to whose care the
child has been delivered. The child shall join the petition by
its next friend.

(3) If such consent be not filed, then process shall be had
upon the parties as provided by |law for process in person or by
publication, if they be nonresidents of the state or are not found
therein, after diligent search and inquiry, or are unknown after
diligent search and inquiry; provided that the court or chancell or
in vacation may fix a date in terntinme or in vacation to which
process may be returnable and shall have power to proceed in
terntinme or vacation. 1In any event, if the child is nore than
fourteen (14) years of age, a consent to the adoption, sworn to or
acknow edged by the child, shall also be required or personal
service of process shall be had upon the child in the sane manner
and in the same effect as if it were an adult.

(4) In the case of a child born out of wedl ock, the father
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shall be given notice of any adoption proceedings.

SECTION 2. Section 93-17-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-17-7. * * * No infant shall be adopted to any person if
ei ther parent, after having been summoned, shall appear and obj ect
thereto before the naking of a decree for adoption, unless it
shall be made to appear to the court from evidence touching such

matters that the parent so objecting had abandoned, abused or

deserted such infant or is nentally, or norally, or otherw se

unfit to rear and train such child. Provided, however, the

parents shall not be sumned in the adoption proceedi ngs nor have
the right to object thereto if the parental rights of the parent
or parents have been term nated by the procedure set forth in
Sections 93-15-101 through 93-15-111, and such term nation shal
be res judicata on the question of parental abandonnent or
unfitness in the adoption proceedings. Appointnent of a guardi an
ad litemby the court shall not be mandatory when the adoption is
uncontested or where all necessary parties have been properly
sumoned and no party has filed an objection to the proceeding.
* ok

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after June 30, 2001.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 93-17-5 AND 93-17-7, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE REVERTERS AND REPEALERS ON THOSE
STATUTES PROVI DI NG PROCEDURES FOR THE DETERM NATI ON OF RI GHTS OF
AN ALLEGED FATHER | N ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NGS; TO REQUI RE NOTI CE OF
ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NGS TO FATHERS OF CHI LDREN BORN OQUT OF WEDLOCK;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
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