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***Adopted***
AMENDMENT No. 1 PROPOSED TO

Senate Bill NO. 2860

By Representative(s) Committee

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. (1) Subject to the availability of funding for

such purpose, the State Superintendent of Public Education shal
enploy within the State Departnent of Education or, in the
alternative, contract wwth the Mssissippi MIlitary Departnent for
a statew de coordinator for Junior Reserve Oficer Training Corps
(JROTC) prograns in the public schools. |If enployed by the State
Departnent of Education, the JROTC statew de coordi nator nust be
an active or retired nenber of the mlitary and nust neet any
additional qualifications that may be established for the position
by the State Superintendent of Public Education or State Personnel
Boar d.
(2) The following are the powers and duties of the JROTC

statew de coordi nator:

(a) To coordinate training of new JROIC instructors and
continui ng education prograns for certified instructors;

(b) To facilitate comuni cation between JROTC prograns

in the various public schools;
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(c) To assist in organizing conpetitions anong JROTC
units fromdifferent high schools;

(d) To assist in the devel opnent of the JROTC
curricul um

(e) To conpile information on schol arships available to
JROTC participants and to solicit support for such schol arshi ps;

(f) To assist in establishing support groups for
parents of students participating in a JROTC program

(g) To solicit financial support for JROIC prograns
fromprivate sector donors;

(h) To pronote the involvenent of JROTC units within
their | ocal conmmunities;

(i) To facilitate interaction between JROTC units and
the M ssissippi National Guard and M ssissippi Air National Guard;

(j) To pronote, in general, the JROTC programin high
school s throughout the state;

(k) To assist local schools with the application
process for establishing new JROTC prograns in high schools; and

(I') To performsuch other duties relating to the JROTC
program establ i shed by the State Superintendent of Public
Education or State Board of Education.

SECTION 2. The State Board of Education shall study the

i ssues relating to the funding of Junior Reserve O ficer Training
Corps (JROTC) and the licensing of JROTC instructors. In studying
the licensing issue, the board shall consider the credentials
required for certification as a JROTC instructor. The board shal
present a report on its findings concerning these issues al ong
with any other issues related to JROTC to the Chairman of the
Education Commttees of the House of Representatives and Senate

bef ore Decenber 15, 2001, which report nust include recomrended
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| egi sl ati on necessary to effectuate the board' s recommendati ons
relating to JROTC

SECTION 3. Subject to the availability of funding

appropriated specifically for such purpose, there is established
within the State Departnment of Education a Junior Reserve Oficer
Trai ning Corps (JROTC) grant program avail able to public schools
to assist in financing JROTC progranms. The school board of a

| ocal school district nmay apply annually to the departnent on
behal f of a high school or high schools within that district which
have a JROIC programfor a grant in the amount of Five Hundred
Dol | ars ($500.00) for each JROTC program per school year. The
departnent shall create a grant application formand shal
designate the date by which applications nust be received by the
departnment. In order to be eligible for a grant under the program
during any school year, the school district or high schoo
receiving the grant nust agree to provide to the school's JROTC
program Fi ve Hundred Dol lars ($500.00), in addition to an anount
equal to the local funding allocated to the programin the

2000- 2001 school year, fromlocal school funds. Funds received

t hrough the JROTC grant program nmay be used for expenses
associated with a high school's JROIC program i ncluding:
supplies; travel costs for students and instructors on official
JROTC sponsored trips or attending JROTC functions; instructional
materials; JROTC uniforns; official JROTC sponsored social events;
and any ot her expenses incurred in the operations of the JROTC
program

SECTION 4. (1) There is established a Junior Reserve

O ficer Training Corps (ROTC) schol arship program the purpose of
which is to encourage and aid eligible high school graduates to

continue their participation in an ROIC program while pursuing a
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col | ege educati on.

(2) Beginning in the 2005-2006 school year, any student
classified as a freshman at a baccal aureate degree-granting
institution of higher learning in the state accredited by the
Sout hern Associ ati on of Coll eges and School s and approved by the
M ssi ssi ppi Commi ssion on Coll ege Accreditation or an accredited,
nonprofit community or junior college in the state who graduated
froma high school in Mssissippi and who nmai ntained a 2. 00 grade
poi nt average cal culated on a 4.00 scale in a Junior ROTC program
for four (4) years in high school may apply for a schol arship
under this program An application nust be acconpanied by witten
|l etters of reconmmendation fromthe principal and Junior ROIC
i nstructor of the high school from which the applicant graduated
and any other information that may be required pursuant to rules
or regul ations established under subsection (5) of this section.
In order to be eligible for a schol arship, an applicant mnust
enroll in the first year of a two-year or four-year ROTC program
at the institution in which the applicant is enrolled or accepted
for enrollnment.

(3) The maxi mum annual schol arship that may be awarded to a
student under this programis One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00) per
academ c year. For purposes of this section, the term"academ c
year" neans August 1 through the next succeeding July 31. The
Juni or ROTC schol arship is additional to any other schol arship or
financial aid that the student receives, except for awards nade
under the M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance Gant Program
created under Section 37-106-29 or the M ssissippi Em nent
Schol ars Grant Program created under Section 37-106-31, and nay be
used for any expenses associated with the student pursuing a

hi gher education. A student nmay not receive nore than two (2)
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annual awards under the Junior ROTC schol arshi p program

(4) As a condition for renewal of a scholarship, a student
nmust make steady academi c progress toward a certificate or
associ ate or baccal aureate degree, as certified by the
institution's registrar, and nust maintain a cunmul ative grade
poi nt average of at |east 2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the
end of each term In addition, the student nmust nmaintain a 3.00
grade point average cal culated on a 4.00 scale in the ROIC
program

(5) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board of Education jointly shall pronul gate
rul es and regul ati ons necessary to carry out the purposes and
intent of this section. The Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning shall be the adm nistering agency
of the program

(6) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund
schol arships to eligible students under this program |If funds
are insufficient to fully fund scholarships to all eligible
applicants, the board shall award the scholarships to first-tine
freshman students on a first-cone, first-served basis; however,
priority consideration nust be given to persons previously
recei ving awards under the program

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT RELATI NG TO THE JUNI OR RESERVE OFFI CER TRAI NI NG CORPS
(JROTC) PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE STATE SUPERI NTENDENT COF PUBLIC
EDUCATI ON TO EMPLOY OR CONTRACT W TH THE M SSI SSI PPl M LI TARY
DEPARTMENT FOR A STATEW DE COORDI NATOR FOR JROTC PROGRAMS AND TO
ESTABLI SH THE DUTI ES OF THE STATEW DE COORDI NATOR; TO REQUI RE THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO STUDY | SSUES RELATI NG TO THE FUNDI NG
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OF JROTC AND THE LI CENSURE OF JROTC | NSTRUCTORS AND TO REQUI RE THE
BOARD TO REPCORT | TS FI NDI NGS TO THE EDUCATI ON COW TTEES OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE BEFORE THE 2002 SESSI ON; TO ESTABLI SH A JROTC
MATCH NG GRANT PROGRAM TO ASSI ST LOCAL SCHOCOLS | N FUNDI NG JROTC
PROGRAMS; TO ESTABLI SH A SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM FOR JROTC STUDENTS
VHO CONTI NUE THEI R PARTI Cl PATION | N ROTC I N COLLEGE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.
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