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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR. SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had
followi ng entitled BILL:

under consideration the anendnents to the

S. B. No. 2699: Mdtor Vehicle Tag Law, nake revisions.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:

1. That the House recede fromits Amrendnent No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House

adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 27-19-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

27-19-3. The follow ng words and phrases when used in this

article for the purpose of this article have the neanings

respectively ascribed to themin this section, except in those

i nstances where the context clearly describes and indicates a

di fferent neani ng:

(1) "Vehicle" shall mean every device in, upon or by which

any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a

public hi ghway, except devices noved by nuscul ar power or used

excl usi vely upon stationary rails or tracks.

(2) "Commercial vehicle" shall nean every vehicle used or

oper ated upon the public roads,
W th any busi ness function.

(3) "Motor vehicle" shal
defined which is self-propelled,

trolley cars.

hi ghways or bridges in connection

nmean every vehicle as herein

i ncludi ng trackl ess street or
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(4) "Tractor" shall nmean every vehicl e designed, constructed
or used for draw ng other vehicles.

(5) "Motorcycle"” shall mean every vehicle designed to trave
on not nore than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground,
except such vehicle as nmay be included within the term"tractor”
as herein classified and defined.

(6) "Truck tractor” shall nean every notor vehicle designed
and used for draw ng other vehicles and so constructed as to carry
a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and | oad so
drawn and has a gross vehicle weight (GYW in excess of ten
t housand (10, 000) pounds.

(7) "Trailer"” shall nmean every vehicle w thout notive power,
designed to carry property or passengers wholly on its structure
and which is drawn by a notor vehicle.

(8) "Semitrailer"” shall nean every vehicle (of the trailer
type) so designed and used in conjunction with a truck tractor.

(9) "Foreign vehicle" shall nean every notor vehicle,
trailer or semtrailer, which shall be brought into the state
ot herwi se than by or through a manufacturer or dealer for resale
and which has not been registered in this state.

(10) "Pneumatic tires" shall nmean all tires inflated with
conpressed air.

(11) "Solid rubber tires" shall nean every tire nmade of
rubber other than pneunmatic tires.

(12) "Solid tires" shall mean all tires, the surface of
which in contact with the highway is wholly or partly of netal or
ot her hard, nonresilient material.

(13) "Person" shall nean every natural person, firm
copartnership, corporation, joint-stock or other association or
or gani zati on.

(14) "Owmwner" shall nean a person who holds the legal title
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of a vehicle or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an
agreenent for the conditional sale, |ease or transfer of the
possessi on, howsoever thereof, with the right of purchase upon
performance of conditions stated in the agreenent, and with an

i mredi ate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee,

| essee, possessor or in the event such or simlar transaction is
had by neans of a nortgage, and the nortgagor of a vehicle is
entitled to possession, then such conditional vendee, |essee,
possessor or nortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purposes
of this article.

(15) "School bus" shall nean every notor vehicle engaged
solely in transporting school children or school children and
teachers to and from school s; provided, however, that such
vehi cl es may transport passengers on weekends and | egal holi days
and during summer nonths between the terns of school for
conpensati on when the transportation of such passengers is over a
route of which not nore than fifty percent (50% traverses the
route of a conmon carrier of passengers by notor vehicle and when
no passengers are picked up on the route of any such carrier.

(16) "Dealer"” shall nmean every person engaged regularly in
t he busi ness of buying, selling or exchangi ng notor vehicles,
trailers, semtrailers, trucks, tractors or other character of
comercial or industrial notor vehicles in this state, and having
an established place of business in this state.

(17) "Highway" shall mean and include every way or place of
what ever nature, including public roads, streets and all eys of
this state generally open to the use of the public or to be opened
or reopened to the use of public for the purpose of vehicul ar
travel, and notw thstanding that the sane may be tenporarily
cl osed for the purpose of construction, reconstruction,

mai nt enance or repair.
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(18) "State Tax Commi ssion” shall mean the Chairnman of the
State Tax Comm ssion of this state, acting directly or through his
duly authorized officers, agents, representatives and enpl oyees.

(19) "Conmon carrier by notor vehicle"” shall mean any person
who or which undertakes, whether directly or by a | ease or any
ot her arrangenment, to transport passengers or property or any
cl ass or classes of property for the general public in interstate
or intrastate conmerce on the public highways of this state by
not or vehicles for conpensation, whether over regular or irregular
routes. Not including, however, passenger buses operating within
the corporate limts of a nunicipality in this state or not
exceeding five (5) mles beyond the corporate limts of said
muni ci pality, and hearses, anbul ances, school buses as such. In
addition, this definition shall not include taxicabs.

(20) "Contract carrier by notor vehicle" shall nean any
person who or which under the special and individual contract or
agreenents, and whether directly or by a | ease or any other
arrangenent, transports passengers or property in interstate or
intrastate commerce on the public highways of this state by notor
vehi cl e for conmpensation. Not including, however, passenger buses
operating wholly within the corporate limts of a municipality in
this state or not exceeding five (5) mles beyond the corporate
limts of said nmunicipality, and hearses, anbul ances, school buses
as such. In addition, this definition shall not include
t axi cabs * * *.

(21) "Private commercial carrier of property by notor
vehi cl e" shall nean any person not included in the terns "comon
carrier by notor vehicle" or "contract carrier by notor vehicle,"
who or which transports in interstate or intrastate commerce on
the public highways of this state by notor vehicle, property of

whi ch such person is the owner, |essee, or bailee, other than for
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hire, when such transportation is for the purpose of sale, |ease,
rent, or bailnment, or in the furtherance of any enterprise, or who
ot herwi se uses or enploys any notor vehicle other than a vehicle
desi gned, constructed and used exclusively for the carriage of
passengers in the furtherance of any comercial enterprise. Not

i ncl udi ng, however, passenger buses operated wholly within the
corporate limts of a nmunicipality of this state, or not exceeding
five (5) mles beyond the corporate limts of said municipality,
and hearses, amnbul ances, school buses as such. In addition, this
definition shall not include taxicabs * * *.

Haul ers of fertilizer shall be classified as private
comercial carriers of property by notor vehicle.

(22) "Private carrier of passengers” shall nean all other
passenger notor vehicle carriers not included in the above
definitions. Not including, however, passenger buses operating
wholly within the corporate limts of a municipality in this
state, or not exceeding five (5 mles beyond the corporate limts
of said nmunicipality, and hearses, anbul ances, and school buses as
such. In addition, this definition shall not include
t axi cabs * * *.

(23) "Operator"™ shall nmean any person, partnership,

j oi nt-stock conpany or corporation operating on the public
hi ghways of the state one or nore notor vehicles as the beneficial
owner or | essee.

(24) "Driver" shall nmean the person actually driving or
operating such notor vehicle at any given tine.

(25) "Private carrier of property" shall nean any person
transporting property on the highways of this state as defi ned
bel ow

(a) Any person transporting farm products produced on

his own farmand al so farm supplies, nmaterials, and equi pnent used
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in the growing or production of his agricultural products in his
own truck

(b) Any person transporting his own fish, including
shellfish, in his own truck.

(c) Any person transporting unprocessed forest
products, wherein ownership remains the sane, in his own truck.

(26) "Taxicab" shall mean any passenger notor vehicle for

hire with a seating capacity not greater than ten (10) passengers.

For purposes of this paragraph (26), seating capacity shall be

deternined according to the manufacturer's suggested seating

capacity for a vehicle. If there is no manufacturer's suqggested

seating capacity for a vehicle, the seating capacity for the

vehicle shall be determ ned according to requl ati ons established

by the State Tax Comm ssion.

(27) "Passenger coach" shall nean any passenger notor
vehicle with a seating capacity greater than ten (10) passengers,
operating wholly within the corporate Iimts of a municipality of
this state or within five (5) mles of the corporate limts of
said nmunicipality, or notor vehicles substituted for abandoned
electric railway systens in or between nunicipalities. For

pur poses of this paragraph (27), seating capacity shall be

deternined according to the manufacturer's suggested seating

capacity for a vehicle. If there is no manufacturer's suqggested

seating capacity for a vehicle, the seating capacity for the

vehicle shall be determ ned according to requl ati ons established

by the State Tax Comm ssion.

(28) "Enpty weight" shall nean the actual weight of a
vehicl e including fixtures and equi prent necessary for the
transportation of |oad hauled or to be haul ed.

(29) "Goss weight" shall nean the enpty wei ght of the

vehicl e, as defined herein, plus any |oad being transported or to



217 be transported.

218 (30) "Anbul ance and hearse.” The terns "anbul ance" and
219 "hearse" shall have the meaning generally ascribed to them A
220 hearse or funeral coach shall be classified as a light carrier of
221 property, as defined in Section 27-51-101.

222 (31) "Regular seats" shall mean each seat ordinarily and
223 custonmarily used by one (1) passenger, including all tenporary,
224 energency, and col |l apsible seats. Were any seats are not

225 distinguished or separated by separate cushions and backs, a seat
226 shall be counted for each eighteen (18) inches of space on such
227 seats or nmpjor fraction thereof. |In the case of a regul ar

228 passenger-type autonobile which is used as a conmon or contract
229 carrier of passengers, three (3) seats shall be counted for the
230 rear seat of such autonobile and one (1) seat shall be counted for
231 the front seat of such autonobile.

232 (32) "Ton" shall nean two thousand (2, 000) pounds

233 avoi rdupoi s.

234 (33) "Leases." No |ease shall be recognized under the

235 provisions of this article unless sane shall be in witing and
236 shall fully define a bona fide relationship of |essor and | essee,
237 signed by both parties, dated and be in the possession of the
238 driver of the | eased vehicle at all tines.

239 (34) "Bus" shall nean any passenger vehicle with a seating
240 capacity of nmore than ten (10) but shall not include "private
241 carrier of passengers” and "school bus" as defined in paragraphs

242 (15) and (22) of this section. For purposes of this paragraph

243 (34), seating capacity shall be determ ned according to the

244 manuf acturer's suggested seating capacity for a vehicle. |If there

245 is no manufacturer's suqggested seating capacity for a vehicle, the

246 seating capacity for the vehicle shall be determ ned according to

247 requl ations established by the State Tax Conmni Ssi on.
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(35) "Corporate fleet" shall nmean a group of two hundred
(200) or nore marked private carriers of passengers or |ight
carriers of property, as defined in Section 27-51-101, trailers,
semtrailers, or notor vehicles in excess of ten thousand (10, 000)
pounds gross vehicle weight, except for those vehicles registered
for interstate travel, owned or |eased on a long-termbasis by a
corporation or other legal entity. |In order to be considered
mar ked, the notor vehicle nust have a nane, trademark or | ogo
| ocated either on the sides or the rear of the vehicle in sharp
contrast to the background, and of a size, shape and color that is
| egi bl e during daylight hours froma distance of fifty (50) feet.

(36) "Individual fleet" neans a group of five (5) or nore
private carriers of passengers or light carriers of property, as
defined in Section 27-51-101, owned or |eased by the same person
and principally garaged in the same county.

Leased vehicles shall be considered as domiciled at the place
in the State of M ssissippi fromwhich they operate in interstate
or intrastate commerce, and for the purposes of this article shal
be considered as owned by the | essee, who shall furnish al
i nsurance on the vehicles and the driver of the vehicles shall be
considered as an agent of the |lessee for all purposes of this
article.

SECTION 2. Section 27-19-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-11. On each carrier of property, for each notor
vehicle, truck-tractor or road tractor used in the operation of
any business as such, and on each bus, there is hereby |levied an
annual highway privilege tax in accordance with the foll ow ng
schedul e, except that the gross vehicle weight of buses shall be
the gross weight of the vehicle plus one hundred fifty (150)

pounds per each regul ar seat.
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RATE OF TAX

GRCSS VEI GHT

OF VEHI CLE

NOT TO EXCEED

I N POUNDS
0000 - 6000
6001 - 10000
10001 - 16000
16001 - 20000
20001 - 26000
26001 - 30000
30001 - 36000
36001 - 40000
40001 - 42000
42001 - 44000
44001 - 46000
46001 - 48000
48001 - 50000
50001 - 52000
52001 - 54000
54001 - 56000
56001 - 58000
58001 - 60000
60001 - 62000
62001 - 64000
64001 - 66000
66001 - 68000
68001 - 70000
70001 - 72000
72001 - 74000
74001 - 76000

COMVON AND

CONTRACT

CARRI ERS OF

$

PROPERTY

7.
33.
78.

156.
228.
300.
384.
456.
504.
528.
552.
588.
612.
660.
684.
708.
756.
780.
828.
852.
900.
936.
972.
996.
1, 128.

1, 248.

20

60

40

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

PRI VATE

COMVERCI AL

CARRI ERS OF

PROPERTY

$ 7.
25.
70.

129.
192.
247.
318.
378.
420.
444,
456.
492.
507.
540.
564.
588.
624.
642.
828.
852.
900.
936.
972.
996.
1, 128.

1, 248.

20

20

70

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

PRI VATE

CARRI ERS

OF

PROPERTY

16.

39.

78.

114.

150.

192.

228.

264.

276.

282.

300.

312.

336.

348.

360.

384.

396.

420.

432.

482.

504.

516.

528.

576.

612.

. 20

80

20

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00
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319

320

321

322

323

324

325

326

327

328

329

330

331

332

333

334

335

336

337

338

339

340

76001 - 78000 1, 380. 00 1, 380. 00 720. 00
78001 - 80000 1,512.00 1,512.00 864. 00

In addition to the above | evied annual highway privilege tax
on vehicles with a gross wei ght exceeding ten thousand (10, 000)
pounds, there is levied and shall be collected an additi onal
privilege tax in the anmobunt of One Thousand Three Hundred Fifty
Dol | ars ($1, 350.00) for each current or later year nodel vehicle
based upon a |licensed wei ght of eighty thousand (80, 000) pounds.
This additional privilege tax shall be reduced by the anmount of
One Hundred Seventy-five Dollars ($175.00) for each year of age to
a mninmumof Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and further reduced by the
ratio of |icensed weight to the maxi mum wei ght of eighty thousand
(80,000) pounds. During the first year only, the privilege tax
noni es col |l ected under the provisions of this paragraph shall be
distributed to the various counties of the state on the basis of
the ratio of the |ast year of annual ad val oremtaxes collected by
such counties on such vehicles to the total ad val orem taxes
collected by all counties on such vehicles in the same year. 1In
al | subsequent years, such distribution to the counties shall be
made on the basis of the ratio of the nunber of notor vehicles
regi stered in excess of ten thousand (10, 000) pounds, in each
taxing district in each county, to the total nunmber of such
vehicles registered statewide. The counties should then
distribute these proceeds as they would if these collections were
ad val oremtaxes. Provided, however, until July 1, 1993, vehicles
whi ch are subject to the provisions of this section and were
licensed in another state shall not be subject to any other taxes
when registered in this state.

Fromthe privilege tax nonies coll ected under this section,
Three MIlion Seven Hundred Thirty-two Thousand Four Hundred Three

Dol | ars and El even Cents ($3,732,403.11) shall be earmarked and
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set aside to be apportioned and paid to the counties of the state
in the manner provided by Section 27-19-159, M ssissippi Code of
1972. Any excess privilege tax nonies collected under this
section shall be deposited into the State H ghway Fund for the
construction, naintenance and reconstruction of highways and roads
of the State of M ssissippi or the paynment of interest and
princi pal on bonds authorized by the 1972 Regul ar Session of the
Legi slature for construction and reconstruction of highways.

Provi ded that no privilege license shall be issued for any
period of time for |ess than One Dol lar ($1.00).
* ok

The annual highway privilege tax inposed on operators engaged
exclusively in the transportati on of household goods shall be the
sanme as the tax inposed upon private comrercial carriers by this
section. Provided that in determ ning the anmount of privilege
t axes due under the provisions of this section, there shall be
al l oned a maxi numtol erance of five hundred (500) pounds on al
cl asses of carriers except carriers of liquefied conpressed gases
and in the case of carriers of liquefied conpressed gases there
shall be all owed a maxi numtol erance of two thousand (2, 000)
pounds.

Provi ded, however, any owner or operator who operates a notor
vehi cl e on the public highways, with a |icense tag attached
t hereto which was issued for another or different vehicle, shal
be liable for the privilege tax on said vehicle for twelve (12)
nonths plus a penalty thereon of twenty-five percent (25%.

Provided further, that carriers of property duly registered
and licensed in another state and being used to transport farm
harvesting nmachi nery or equipnent to and froma particular county
in this state may, upon adoption of a resolution by the board of

supervi sors of said county where such nachi nery or equipnent is
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bei ng exclusively used in harvesting farmcrops within said
county, be exenpt fromthe taxes herein | evied when said
resolution is filed with the State Tax Conm ssion. Provided,
however, that said exenption shall not exceed a period of forty
(40) days for any annual period w thout a second resol ution of
approval by the board of supervisors who shall have the authority
to extend said exenption not to exceed an additional period of
twenty (20) days during any annual peri od.

Provided further, a private commercial carrier of property
haul i ng interstate may purchase a comon and contract carrier of
property license plate at the prescribed fee to allow the carrier
to | ease on a one-way basis per trip without qualifying with the
Publ i c Service Comm ssion.

SECTION 3. Section 27-19-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-15. (1) In addition to the privilege license tax
otherwi se levied for the operation of notor vehicles, there is
hereby | evied on each carrier of property for each notor vehicle,
truck tractor or road tractor operated pursuant to the provisions
of section 63-5-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, an annual hi ghway
privilege tax of Eight Dollars and Fifty Cents ($8.50) per one
t housand (1, 000) pounds, or fractional part thereof, in excess of
t he maxi mum gross wei ght on whi ch an annual hi ghway privil ege tax
has been otherw se paid for said vehicle, said tax to be paid to

t he M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation.

(2) Each and every vehicle subject to the tax |evied hereby

shal |l be issued a special permt by the M ssissippi Departnent of

Transportation, which permt, or a certified copy thereof, shal

be carried by the operator of any such vehicle at all tines.
SECTION 4. Section 27-19-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-19-31. (1) The State Tax Commr ssion is authorized and
directed to establish and maintain a vehicle registration renewal
system whereby the |icense tag attached upon a notor vehicle or
trailer may be issued for five (5) years with the approval of the
Li cense Tag Comm ssion, except for notor vehicles registered in
excess of ten thousand (10, 000) pounds gross vehicle weight, and
notor vehicles in a fleet registered under Section 27-19-66,
apportioned vehicles, rental and commercial trailers and buses,
whi ch shall be issued for a period of tinme determ ned by the State
Tax Conmi ssion. During each intervening year of the period for
which |icense tags are issued, the State Tax Commi ssion shal
issue up to two (2) license decals, in lieu of the |icense tags,
which will specify the nonth and year in which the license tag
shall expire. Mtor vehicles in a corporate fleet registered
under Section 27-19-66, shall not be issued decals specifying the
nont h and year of expiration.

Any series of tags nmay be cancelled by the conm ssioner with
t he approval of the License Tag Comm ssion and a new series of
tags i ssued.

(2) The license decals issued in lieu of the license tags
shall indicate the nonth and the last two (2) figures of the year
for which such license shall expire, and these decals shall be
color coded so that it shall be possible to distinguish the year
and the nonth for which such decals shall expire. The license
decal s shall be attached to the |license tag of the notor vehicle
or trailer, and when so attached shall be deened to be the |icense
tag for the ensuing registration year. The nonth decal shall be
attached in an upright position in the lower |left corner of the
| icense tag, and the year decal shall be attached in an upright
position in the lower right corner of the |icense tag. Decals

speci fying the nonth and year of expiration shall not be required
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to be attached to license tags on notor vehicles in a corporate
fl eet registered under Section 27-19-66.

Except as otherwi se provided in this paragraph, the
regi stration year shall be a period of one (1) year comenci ng on
the first day of the nonth following the nonth in which the
vehi cl e was acquired. Beginning Cctober 1, 1982, original
regi strations of notor vehicles, except notor vehicles registered
in excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds gross vehicle weight,
apportioned vehicles and buses, may be made and shall be prorated
for a period of fromsix (6) to eleven (11) nonths according to
regul ati ons established by the State Tax Comm ssion to reduce a
di sproportionate nunber of registrations for a particular nonth.
Beginning July 1, 1995, original registrations and renewal
regi strations of nmotor vehicles in corporate fleets registered
under Section 27-19-66, shall be prorated according to regul ations
established by the State Tax Comm ssion so as to cause the
regi stration of such fleet notor vehicles to coincide with the
anniversary nonth for corporate fleets established by the * * *
State Tax Comm ssion. Wiere a vehicle is registered for a period
| ess than twelve (12) nonths, the anniversary nonth shall be the
nonth of the expiration of the original |icense tag.

Beginning July 1, 1996, original registrations and renewal
regi strations of notor vehicles in individual fleets registered
under Section 27-19-66 shall be prorated according to regul ations
established by the State Tax Comm ssion so as to cause the
regi stration of such fleet notor vehicles to coincide with the
anni versary nonth for individual fleets established by the county
tax collector. Were a vehicle is registered for a period | ess
than twel ve (12) nonths, the anniversary nonth shall be the nonth
of the expiration of the original |icense tag.

The State Tax Conmmi ssion, with the approval of the License
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Tag Conmi ssion, shall so specify the area or areas on the |icense
tag where the license decals shall be attached. The nunber of the
license tag shall be witten across its face, and the nunber of
the tag shall represent the registration nunber; and upon all the
tags for private passenger vehicles the word "M SSI SSI PPI" shal

be witten across the top of the tag in capital letters
sufficiently large to be easily read, but upon all other tags such
word rmay be abbreviated. The nunmber of the |license tag shall not
exceed seven (7) letters, numbers or a conbination of such letters
and nunbers. Also, on all tags sold and issued, an appropriate
place will be provided thereon to place |icense decals indicating
the expiration date of the tag. For the purposes of this section
and Section 27-19-32, M ssissippi Code of 1972, the term "decal,"
"decal s" or "license decal"” shall nean a tab, sticker or other
simlar device attached to a |icense tag which validates sane for
a stated period of tine. One (1) license tag and up to two (2)

| i cense decal s shall be furnished for all vehicles and shall be
fastened i nmovably twelve (12) inches or nore above the ground, at
the rear of the vehicle under or over the rear light, with the
nunber in upright position so that it will be plainly visible and
|l egible at all times, and at night at a distance of sixty (60)
feet. In the case of tractors or other notor vehicles draw ng or
pulling trailers, semtrailers or farminplenents, the tag shal

be fastened upon such vehicle twelve (12) inches or nore above the
ground, upon the front or back of such vehicle, with the nunber in
an upright position. Such license plate, all characters * * * and
any legally affixed decals shall not be defaced, covered or
obstructed fromview by any object, decal, sticker, paint, marking
or license plate bracket or holder. Any person who defaces,
covers or obstructs any portion of a license tag with any sticker,

decoration, paint, marking, license plate bracket or hol der or any
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ot her thing or device, in such a manner that the characters * * *
and any legally affixed decals on the tag cannot be read, shall be
guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by

a fine of not nore than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00). However, it

shall not be unlawful for the county nane to be partially or

conpletely obstructed fromview by any object, decal, sticker or

| i cense plate bracket or holder. Unless the license tag with

current decals is fastened to the vehicle as herein provided, the
said vehicle shall be regarded as operating without a |icense tag,
and the owner or operator shall be liable for the penalties herein
provi ded.

In addition to the above requirenments, |icense tags for

private passenger vehicles shall have a county designation thereon

referencing the name of the county in which such vehicle is

regi st er ed.

Law enforcenment officers of this state shall renove froma
notor vehicle or trailer any license tag and/or decals which are
so defaced that proper identification cannot be reasonably made.
The officer shall issue to the driver of such vehicle a tag permt
whi ch shall be valid for a period of five (5) days. Each person
receiving such tag permt shall purchase, within five (5) days
fromthe date of the issuance of the permt, a new tag and/or
decals for the fee set forth in Section 27-19-37, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, for a substitute tag.

Any person who has a |icense tag or decals on a vehicle which
may be so defaced that proper identification cannot be reasonably
made may renove such and purchase another |icense tag and/or
decals for the same fee required for a substitute tag. |If any
| icense tag shall deteriorate due to age so that identification
cannot be reasonably nade, the owner may surrender such tag to the

i ssuing authority and be issued a new tag and |i ke decals at no
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cost.

(3) The State Tax Comm ssion is authorized to pronul gate
appropriate rules and regul ations to govern the use and display of
| i cense decals and to publish a summary thereof which shall be
avai lable to state officials and the public upon request.

SECTION 5. Section 27-19-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-39. In addition to the provisions of Section 27-19-31
setting forth what a |icense tag shall contain, the State Tax
Comm ssion shall require that the nane of the county of
regi stration shall be placed on all pickup truck tags * * *.

SECTION 6. Section 27-19-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-41. The face of all notor vehicle license plates or
tags, whether for passenger autonobiles, trucks of any kind or
si ze, whether special, distinctive or for antique vehicles or for
what ever type and kind of notor vehicle including notorcycles and
not or bi kes i ssued by any authority in the state, shall be fully

coated, painted or digitally printed with a reflectorizing

material for the purpose of additional safety conmencing with the
2002 i ssue.

The type of reflective material shall be determ ned by the
| i cense tag comm ssion who shall not prescribe such specifications
for said reflective material so as to elimnate conpetitive
bi dding or to favor any particular conmpany or supplier, but shall
be guided by the legislative intent to provide the nost efficient
reflectorized safety license plate within the noney appropri at ed.

The State Tax Conmi ssion shall furnish the various counties

of the state with Iicense plates without the expiration dates
inmprinted thereon. The plates will have designated areas for

decals to reflect the expiration date.
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The State Tax Conmmi ssion shall design decals which will be

sel f-adhesive to netal. The decals will provide for the nonth and
year of expiration; will be a different color for each consecutive
year * * *: and will be serially nunbered for recordi ng purposes.

SECTION 7. Section 27-19-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-45. (1) Owners of notor vehicles who are residents of
the State of M ssissippi and who hold an unrevoked and unexpired
official amateur radio station license issued by the Federal
Comuni cat i ons Conmmi ssi on, upon application to the tax coll ector
in the owner's county of |egal residence acconpani ed by proof of
ownership of such amateur radio station |icense, and upon paynent
of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and
registration fees as prescribed by | aw for passenger cars, pickup
trucks or other nonconmercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional registration or tag fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00)
shall be issued a special license plate upon which, in lieu of the
nunbers prescribed by |aw, shall be inscribed the official amateur
call letters of such applicant as assigned by the Federal
Communi cations Commission. This special license plate may be used
in place of the regular license tag for passenger cars, pickup
trucks or other nonconmercial notor vehicles. The application and
the additional fee, less five percent (5% thereof to be retained
by the county tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax

Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax coll ector
shal | be deposited into the county general fund. The portion of
the fee remtted to the Tax Conm ssion shall be deposited into the
State Treasury on the day it is received and shall be deposited by
the State Treasurer into the State General Fund.

The Governor under |ike ternms and provisions shall be and he
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is hereby authorized to exhibit on any passenger cars, pickup
trucks or other nonconmmercial notor vehicles used by himlicense
tag Nunber 1, with the county of his residence inscribed thereon.
The Lieutenant Governor is |ikew se authorized to use |license

pl ate Nunber 2, with the county of his residence appearing
thereon. Al forner governors, under like terms and provisions,
are authorized to use license plate X-1, with the county of his
resi dence appearing thereon, and all forner |ieutenant governors,
under like terns and provisions, are authorized to use |license
plate X-2, with the county of his residence appearing thereon.

When a passenger car, pickup truck or other noncommerci al
notor vehicle for which a special license tag has been issued is
sold or traded by the owner, the special tag nay be transferred to
t he new or ot her passenger car, pickup truck or other
noncomrer ci al notor vehicle which is replacing the passenger car,
pi ckup truck or other nonconmercial notor vehicle for which the
| icense tag was originally issued, wthout additional charge, upon
application to the county tax collector, with proof that all taxes
and registration fees as prescribed by | aw have been paid for such
repl acenent passenger car, pickup truck or other noncomerci al
not or vehi cl e.

(2) The State Tax Comm ssion shall nmake such rul es and
regul ati ons as necessary to ascertain conpliance with all state
license laws relating to use and operation of private passenger
cars, pickup trucks or other nonconmercial notor vehicles before
aut hori zing the issuance of these tags.

(3) This section is supplenental to the notor vehicle
licensing laws of the State of M ssissippi, and nothing herein
shal |l be construed as abridging or anendi ng such | aws.

SECTI ON 8. Section 27-19-46, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-19-46. (1) The State Tax Comnm ssion is hereby authorized
to i ssue special distinctive license plates under the provisions
herei nafter set forth. Such tags shall be issued to persons who
qual i fy under subsection (2) of this section, and such tags shal
be of such form and appearance as the conm ssion shall provide
subj ect to the approval of the License Tag Conmi ssion and in
accordance with the provisions of Section 27-19-41.

(2) (a) The follow ng persons shall be eligible to display
special distinctive license plates under the provisions of this
section:

(i) United States Senators;

(ii) Menbers of the United States House of
Represent ati ves;

(iii) Enforcenent and investigative personnel of
the State Tax Conmi ssion;

(iv) Enforcenment and investigative personnel of
t he Public Service Conm ssion;

(v) State Commanders of the Anmerican Legion,
Vet erans of Foreign Wars, and The Forty and Eight; * * *

(vi) Fornmer United States Congressnen and
Senat ors;_

(vii) Enforcenent and investigative personnel of

t he M ssissippi Departnent of Public Safety;

(viii) Enforcenent and investigative personnel of

t he M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation; and

(ix) Enforcenent and investigative personnel of

t he M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics.

(b) The State Tax Comm ssion shall pronul gate

reasonabl e regul ations regarding certification of eligibility to
recei ve such tags.

(3) (a) When a passenger car for which a special |icense
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tag has been issued is sold or traded by the owner, the speci al
tag may be transferred to the new or other car which is replacing
the car for which the license tag was originally issued, wthout
addi ti onal charge, upon application to the conm ssion with proof
that the regular |icense tag has been purchased for such

repl acenent car.

(b) The State Tax Comm ssion shall nmake such rul es and

regul ati ons as necessary to ascertain conpliance with all state
license laws relating to use and operation of a private passenger
car before issuing these tags in lieu of the regular M ssissipp
license plate, and all applications for such tags shall be nade to
t he conmi ssi on.

(c) The State Tax Comm ssion shall not issue such

special tag or tags authorized by law until the comm ssion is
first furnished a copy of the ad valoremtax receipt paid by the
owner of such vehicle fromthe county and city in which he
resides, and the comm ssion shall keep a current list of such tags
i ssued as a public record.

(4) Enforcenent and investigative personnel of any federal,
state or | ocal governnent agency are eligible to display regular
| i cense plates on vehicles used in the performance of their duties

upon application to the State Tax Conmi ssion. The conm ssion

shal | make such rul es and regul ati ons needed regardi ng the
i ssuance of such license plates.

(5) The provisions of this section are supplenental to the
notor vehicle licensing |aws of the State of M ssissippi, and
not hi ng herein shall be construed as abridgi ng or anmendi ng such
| aws.

SECTION 9. Section 27-19-47.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-47.1. (1) Any citizen of the State of M ssissippi who
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owns a registered antique notorcycle may apply to the tax
collector in the county of his | egal residence, on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmi ssion, for a special antique
notorcycle plate to be displayed on such antique notorcycle.

Upon recei pt of an application for a special antique
notorcycle plate, on a form prescri bed by the conm ssion, and upon
paynent of the fee as prescribed in subsection (2) of this
section, the tax collector shall issue to such applicant a speci al
antique notorcycle plate on a permanent basis, and it shall bear
no date, but shall bear the inscription "Antique
Mot or cycl e- M ssi ssippi " and shall be valid w thout renewal as |ong
as the notorcycle is in existence. This special plate shall be
i ssued for the applicant's use only for such notorcycle and in the
event of a transfer of title, the owner shall surrender the
special plate to the tax collector.

Such special antique notorcycle plate shall be issued in lieu
of, and shall have the sane |egal significance as, ordinary
regi stration plates.

(2) In lieu of the annual |icense tax and registration fees
| evi ed under M ssissippi law, a special |icense tax fee shall be
| evied on the operation of antique notorcycles. The fee for a
i cense shall be Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and it shall be
i ssued on a permanent basis without renewal. The fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the county tax coll ector,

shall be remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis

as prescribed by the conmmi ssion. The portion of the additional

fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund. The portion of the fee remtted to the tax
commi ssion shall be deposited into the State Treasury on the day
it is received and shall be deposited by the State Treasurer into

the State General Fund.
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(3) For the purposes of this section, notorcycles
manuf actured nore than twenty-five (25) years ago shall hereafter
be classified as antique notorcycles and shall be exenpt from al
ad valoremtaxes |levied by both state, municipal, county and ot her
taxing districts.

SECTI ON 10. Section 27-19-48, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-48. (1) Owners of notor vehicles who are residents of
this state, upon conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to
registration and |licensing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and
registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional fee in the anmount provided in
subsection (4)(a) of this section, shall be issued a personalized
| icense tag of the sanme color as regular license tags to consi st
of the name of the county and not nore than seven (7) letters of
t he al phabet or seven (7) nunbers in lieu of the license tag
nunberi ng system prescri bed by |aw. The purchaser of the
personalized |icense tag nmay choose the conbi nati on of such
| etters or nunbers, but no two (2) notor vehicles shall have the
same conbi nation of letters or nunbers. In the event that the
sanme conbi nation of letters has been chosen by two (2) or nore
purchasers, the State Tax Commi ssion shall assign a different
nunber to each such purchaser which shall appear on the |license
tag follow ng the conbination of letters; provided, however, this
conbi nati on shall not exceed seven (7) letters and/ or nunbers.

The conbination of letters and/or nunbers witten across the
| icense tag shall be sufficiently large to be easily read but
shall not be less than three (3) inches in height. No conbination

of letters or nunbers which conprise words or expressions that are
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consi dered obscene, slandering, insulting or vulgar in ordinary
usage shall be permtted, with the Chairnman of the State Tax
Comm ssi on having the responsibility of nmaking such determ nation.
| f, however, such license plate is issued in error or otherw se
and is determned by the chairman to be obscene, sl anderous,
insulting, vulgar or offensive, the chairman shall notify such
owner that the license plate nust be surrendered and that another
personalized license plate nay be selected by himand i ssued at no
cost. Should the vehicle owner not desire another personalized
| icense plate, the fee for such plate shall be refunded. 1In the
event the owner fails to surrender the license plate after
recei ving proper notification, the chairman shall issue an order
directing that the |license plate be seized by agents of the State
Tax Conmi ssion or any other duly authorized | aw enforcenent
personnel. |f such owner is aggrieved by this determ nation, the
appeal procedure and the provisions provided in Section 27-19-337
shal | be foll owed.

(2) For the purposes of this section the ternms "notor
vehi cl e" and "vehicle" include notorcycl es.

(3) Application for the personalized |icense tags shall be
made to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State
Tax Conmi ssion. The application formshall contain space for the
applicant to make five (5) different choices for the conbination
of the letters and nunbers in the order in which said conbination
is desired by the applicant. The application and the additional
fee, less five percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion within
seven (7) days of the date the application is made. The portion
of the additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund.

(4) (a) Beginning with any registration year conmmencing on
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or after Novenber 1, 1986, any person applying for a personalized
| icense tag shall pay an additional fee which shall be in addition
to all other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for
a period of tinme to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
i cense tag year. The additional fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00)
is due and payable at the tinme the original application is nmade
for a personalized tag and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as |long as the owner retains the personalized
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain such personalized tag,
he nmust surrender it to the |l ocal county tax collector. The
additional fee due at the tinme of renewal registration shall be
coll ected by the county tax collector and remtted to the State
Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion.
(b) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all taxes
and fees into the State Treasury on the day collected. At the end
of each nonth, the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total
fees collected under this section to the State Treasurer who shal
distribute to the credit of the State CGeneral Fund Si xteen Dollars
and Twenty-five Cents ($16.25) of each additional fee and the
remai nder of each such additional fee shall be deposited to the
credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended solely for the
repair, mai ntenance, construction or reconstruction of highways.
(5 Avregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a personalized |license tag; and
the regular license tag nmust be surrendered to the tax coll ector

upon i ssuance of the personalized license tag. The tax collector

shall issue up to two (2) license decals for the personalized
license tag, which will expire the sanme nonth and year as the
original license tag.

(6) The applicant shall receive a refund of the fee paid for

a personalized license tag if the personalized |icense tag is not
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i ssued to himbecause the conbination of |letters and nunbers
requested to be placed thereon is not available for any reason.
(7) In the case of loss or theft of a personalized |icense
tag, the owner may nake application and affidavit for a
repl acenent |icense tag as provided by Section 27-19-37. The fee
for a replacenent personalized license tag shall be Ten Dollars
($10.00). The tax collector receiving such application and
affidavit shall be entitled to retain and deposit into the county
general fund five percent (5% of the fee for such repl acenent
license tag and the remai nder shall be distributed in the sane
manner as funds fromthe sale of regular license tags.

(8) The owner of a personalized |license tag may nmke

application for a duplicate of such tag. The fee for such

duplicate personalized |license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).

The tax collector receiving such application shall be entitled to

retain and deposit into the county general fund five percent (5%

of the fee for such duplicate personalized |license tag and the

remai nder shall be distributed in the sane manner as funds from

the sale of reqular license tags. A duplicate personalized

license tag may not be fastened to the rear of a vehicle and nmay

not be utilized as a replacenent for any personalized |license tag

i ssued pursuant to this section. Mnth decals and year decals

shall not be issued for duplicate personalized |license tags and

nont h decal s and year decals shall not be attached to duplicate

personalized license tags.

SECTION 11. Section 27-19-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-49. (1) Owmers of notorcycles who are nmenbers of a
Shrine notorcycle club, corps or unit of Mssissippi nmay, in their
di scretion, purchase and use, in lieu of the notorcycle tag

described in section 27-19-35, an especially prepared tag of the
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sanme di mensions as the regular notorcycle tag. This distinctive
tag shall be of a yell ow background; the Shrine enblemin green
coloring in the mddle left of the tag; "Mss." (abbreviated) in
red letters in the lower left of the tag; the year of issuance in
abbreviated form (the last two nunbers) in red letters in the
| ower right of the tag; and the designated nunber of the
particular tag in red nunbers in the mddle right of the tag.
These tags shall be nunbered commencing with the nunmeral "1."

(2) These distinctive Shrine tags shall be ordered through

the State Tax Conmi ssion by an official of each such Shrine cl ub,

corps or unit desiring sane. Only one such distinctive tag shal
be allowed to each individual nenber of any Shrine club, corps or
unit and only for a heavy wei ght or heavy duty notorcycle.

(3) The individual Shrine nenbers or Shrine club, corps or
unit so ordering such tag or tags shall pay the regular notorcycle
tag fees and taxes as designated by the tax collector's office of
the county in which the notorcycle is registered and such Shrine
menbers, clubs, corps or units shall pay any additional charge
necessary for the purchase of such distinctive tag. Each such
distinctive Shrine tag will be duly recorded and regi stered at the
office of the sheriff of the county in which the individual Shrine
menber resides.

SECTI ON 12. Section 27-19-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-55. (1) The sheriff of each county in the State of
M ssi ssippi and the officially appointed deputy sheriffs of each
county, upon application by the sheriff to the State Tax
Comm ssion shall be entitled to purchase a special |icense plate
t hrough such office. Only one (1) such tag shall be allowed to
each individual sheriff and deputy sheriff in each tag period, and

such tag shall be placed upon the vehicle used in the carrying out



868

869

870

871

872

873

874

875

876

877

878

879

880

881

882

883

884

885

886

887

888

889

890

891

892

893

894

895

896

897

898

of official sheriff's departnment duties.

(2) The State Tax Comm ssion is authorized to inplenment the
provi sions of this section by its own adm nistrative process,
according to the provisions herein. The State Tax Conm ssion
shall furnish the special license tags and decals to the sheriff's
of fice as provided herein, and the cost of such tags and decal s
shall be the sane as established by |aw for the vehicle
i censed. * * *

When a car for which a tag has been issued is sold or traded
by the sheriff's departnent during the period for which the tag is
i ssued, said tag shall be transferred, in addition to the decals
on the tag, to the new or other car replacing the car for which
the tag was originally issued.

(3) The tag and decals issued for the sheriffs of the
various counties and the deputy sheriffs, shall conformto the
provi sions of Section 27-19-31, except as follows: The
regi stration nunber shall be the two (2) digit county code, the
initials "S.O.," and in the space immediately to the right of
"S.0O " there shall appear the nunber "1," to and including the
exact nunber of deputy sheriffs enployed in that particul ar
county. However, the first distinctive license reading "S.O 1"
shal |l be designated for the sheriff of each county.

SECTI ON 13. Section 27-19-56, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56. (1) Upon application by any |egal resident of the
State of Mssissippi with a disability which limts or inpairs the
ability to walk, the State Tax Commi ssion shall prepare and issue
t hrough the county tax collectors a special |license plate bearing
the International Synbol of Access adopted by Rehabilitation
International in 1969 at its Eleventh Wrld Congress on

Rehabilitation of the Disabled for not nore than one (1) vehicle
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that is registered in the applicant’'s nane. The initial
application shall be acconpanied by the certification of a
| i censed physician that (a) the applicant neets the definition of
persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the ability to
wal k; and (b) that the physician has determ ned that the applicant
will have the disability for at |least three (3) years. The State
Tax Conmi ssion shall prepare and issue to the tax collectors of
t he various counties, decals for placenment on the special |icense
pl ates. The decals shall bear thereon the nonth in which the
| icense plate was issued and the year in which the special |icense
plate will expire. The special license plate issued under this
section is valid for the period of tinme that the license tag
attached upon a notor vehicle is issued pursuant to Section
27-19-31(1). A person to whomthe special license plate is issued
may retain the special license plate and may renew it by
submitting to the county tax collector, on or before its
expiration, the certification of a licensed physician that the
physi ci an has determned (a) that the applicant neets the
definition of a person with a disability which limts or inpairs
the ability to wal k; and (b) that the applicant will have the
disability for at least three (3) years. |If an applicant fails to
renew the special |license plate before its date of expiration,
then he shall surrender the special license plate to the county
tax collector and the tax collector shall issue to such person a
regular license plate to replace the special license plate.

The terns "vehicle” and "nmotor vehicle,” as used in this
section, includes notorcycles.

The term "persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the
ability to wal k" when used in this section neans those persons
who, as determined by a |icensed physician:

(a) Cannot wal k two hundred (200) feet w thout stopping
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to rest; or

(b) Cannot wal k without the use of, or assistance from
a brace, cane, crutch, another person, prosthetic device,
wheel chair, or other assistive device; or

(c) Are restricted by lung disease to such an extent
that the person's forced (respiratory) expiratory volune for one
(1) second, when neasured by spironetry, is less than one (1)
liter, or the arterial oxygen tension is |less than sixty (60)
nm hg on roomair at rest; or

(d) Use portabl e oxygen; or

(e) Have a cardiac condition to the extent that the
person's functional limtations are classified in severity as
Class Ill or Cass IV according to standards set by the American
Heart Associ ation; or

(f) Are severely Iimted in their ability to wal k due
to an arthritic, neurological or orthopedic condition.

An applicant for a special license plate bearing the
I nternational Synbol of Access shall not be required to pay any
fee or charge for the issuance of such |icense plate separate from
or in addition to the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val orem
taxes and registration fees otherwise required by law to be paid
for the issuance of a regular |icense plate for such vehicle.
(2) The State Tax Comm ssion shall prepare renovabl e

wi ndshi el d pl acards and such placards shall be issued and
periodically renewed upon the applications of persons with
disabilities which limt or inpair the ability to walk. The
pl acards shall be issued, free of charge, to applicants through
the offices of the tax collectors of the counties. The initial
application shall be acconpanied by the certification of a
| i censed physician that the applicant neets the definition of

persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the ability to
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wal k. These placards shall be valid for a period of three (3)
years fromtheir date of issue and may be renewed in the sane
manner as provided for the renewal of the special license plates
under subsection (1) of this section. The renovable w ndshield

pl acard nust be displayed on the left side of the vehicle
dashboard. The State Tax Comm ssion shall prescribe the placenent
for notorcycles.

(3) The State Tax Comm ssion shall provide for the issuance
of a tenporary renovabl e wi ndshield placard, upon the application
of a person with a disability which [imts or inpairs the ability
to wal k. Tenporary renovabl e wi ndshi el d placards authorized by
this subsection shall be prepared by the State Tax Comm ssion and
shall be issued, free of charge, to applicants through the offices
of the tax collectors of the counties. Application for a
tenporary renovabl e wi ndshi el d placard nust be acconpani ed by the
certification of a licensed physician that the applicant neets the
definition of persons with disabilities which limt or inpair the
ability to walk. The certification shall also include the period
of time that the physician determ nes the applicant will have the
disability, not to exceed six (6) nonths. The tenporary renovable
wi ndshi el d placard nust be displayed on the left side of the
vehi cl e dashboard. The tenporary renovabl e wi ndshield placard
shall be valid for a period of time for which the physician has
determ ned that the applicant will have the disability, not to
exceed six (6) nonths fromthe date of issuance. The State Tax
Comm ssi on shall prescribe the placenent for notorcycles.

(4) The renovabl e wi ndshield placard and the tenporary
renovabl e wi ndshi eld placard shall be two-sided and shall include:

(a) The International Synbol of Access, which is at
| east three (3) inches in height, centered on the placard (the

col or of the renovabl e wi ndshield placard shall be white on a blue
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shield; and the tenporary renovabl e wi ndshield placard shall be
white on a red shield);

(b) An identification nunber and, on the reverse side,
the nane of the individual to whomthe placard is issued,;

(c) A date of expiration, which shall be entered on the
pl acard by the tax collector; and

(d) The seal of the State of M ssissippi.

(5) It shall be unlawful to park a notor vehicle in an area
set aside for persons who are disabled if the notor vehicle does
not have di splayed the renovabl e wi ndshield placard authorized in
this section. Any person who unlawfully parks a notor vehicle in
such areas, or who bl ocks such spaces or access thereto, shall be
guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
fined not nore than Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00) for each such
violation. For the third and subsequent offenses under this
section, the offender's driver's license shall be suspended for
ninety (90) days by the Conmm ssioner of Public Safety in
accordance with Section 63-1-53 in addition to any fine inposed.
The court shall not suspend or reduce any fine required to be
i nposed under this subsection.

(6) Any person who, for the purpose of obtaining a special
| icense plate or windshield placard under this section, files with
the county tax collector a physician's certification, know ng the
certification to be false or to have been fraudul ently obtai ned,
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon conviction, shall be
fined not nore than Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00).

(7) Al law enforcenent officers are authorized to enforce
this section on public and private property. Provision of spaces
restricted to handi capped parki ng and proper marking of such
spaces shall be considered as intent and perm ssion to enforce

such desi gnated parking on private property. Only areas marked in
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accordance with the Anericans with Disabilities Act Accessibility
Gui del i nes or equival ent standards shall be enforced. Spaces
shal |l bear the International Synmbol of Access.

(8) Mdtor vehicles displaying a special license plate,
license plate decal, placard or parking certificate or permt
bearing the International Synbol of Access issued to a person with
a disability by any other state or district subject to the |aws of
the United States shall be all owed the special parking privileges
under this section provided the |license plate, decal, placard,
permt or certificate bears the International Synmbol of Access and
is displayed in a prom nent place on the vehicle.

(9) Parking in any area set aside for persons who are
disabled is limted to vehicles which, imediately before or after
the utilization of such an area, are used to transport a person
with a disability which limts or inpairs the ability to wal k
The identification required to park in such an area, except as
provi ded in subsection (8) of this act, is as follows:

(a) For a vehicle used to transport a person with a
permanent disability, that person's permanent w ndshield placard
nmust be di spl ayed.

(b) For a vehicle being used by a person who has a
tenporary disability which limts or inpairs the ability to walk
or which is being used to transport such a person, a tenporary
wi ndshi el d placard nmust be displ ayed.

(10) Upon application by a nursing hone, retirenent hone or

other institution that transports di sabl ed persons, the State Tax

Conmi ssion may i ssue the special license plate authorized pursuant

to this section for not nore than one (1) vehicle that is

reqgistered in the applicant's nane that is used to transport

di sabl ed residents of the institution. Such institution shal

comply with all other |aws regarding the registration of such
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vehi cl e.

SECTI ON 14. Section 27-19-56.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.1. (1) Any owner of a nmotor vehicle who is a fire
fighter, including a career fire fighter, a volunteer fire fighter
or an industrial fire fighter, enployed by or in the service of
any nmunicipality, county, fire district, state agency or industry
in the state who is a resident of this state, or who is a retired
fire fighter who is a resident of this state, upon paynent of the
road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and registration
fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers,
pi ckup trucks and ot her nonconmercial notor vehicles, and upon
paynent of an additional fee in the amobunt provided in subsection
(3) of this section, shall be issued a distinctive |icense tag for
each notor vehicle registered in his nanme identifying such person
as a fire fighter or retired fire fighter. The distinctive
| icense tags so issued shall be of such color and design as may be
agreed upon by the Executive Commttee of the Mssissippi Fire
Fighters Association and the State Tax Comm ssion, shall consi st
of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary to
di stingui sh each license tag and may, in the discretion of the
State Tax Comm ssion, display the county nane.

(2) Application for the distinctive |license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Comm ssion. Applicants for such
distinctive license tags (a) shall present to the issuing official
proof of their enploynent or service as a fire fighter by
presentation of the applicant's official fire fighter
identification card or a signed and notarized affidavit fromthe
governing authority or chief executive officer of the

municipality, county, fire district, agency or industry by or for
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whom t he applicant is enployed or serves as a fire fighter; or (b)
shal | present proof that they are a retired fire fighter by
presentation of a signed and notarized affidavit fromthe
governing authority or chief executive officer of the
municipality, county, fire district, agency or industry from whom
the fire fighter retired. The application and the additional fee
i nposed under subsection (3) of this section, |less three percent
(39 thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescri bed by the conm ssion. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 1992, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each distinctive |icense tag applied
for under this section which shall be in addition to all other
taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a period of
time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established |icense tag
year. The additional fee is due and payable at the tine the
original application is made for a distinctive |icense tag under
this section and thereafter annually at the tine of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive |license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive |icense
tag, or if the ower * * * resigns fromor otherw se vacates his
enpl oynment or service as a fire fighter, he nmust surrender it to
the local county tax collector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the

total fees collected under this section fromthe i ssuance of
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distinctive |license tags. The State Treasurer shall distribute an
amount equal to Seven Dollars ($7.00) of the additional fees

coll ected for each such distinctive |icense tag issued under this
section to the State General Fund, and the remai nder of such
additional fees collected shall be distributed by the State
Treasurer to the credit of the special fund created in Section
7-9-70.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmeke application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The fee for a
repl acenent distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dol lars ($10.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shal
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5% of the fee for such replacenent |icense tag and
t he remai nder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
fromthe sale of regular distinctive |icense tags issued under
this section.

(7) Inlieu of the distinctive license tag authorized under
subsections (1) through (6) of this section, any person who
presents proof of his enploynent or service as a fire fighter in
t he manner provided in subsection (2) of this section, my be

i ssued a distinctive license tag decal for each notor vehicle
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registered in his nane identifying such person as a fire fighter.
The distinctive license tag decal shall be of such size, color
and design as nay be agreed upon by the Executive Commttee of the
M ssissippi Fire Fighters Association and the State Tax
Commi ssi on; however, the State Tax Conmm ssion shall have final
approval of the size, color and design. The distinctive |license
tag decal s shall be prepared and sold at Two Dol lars ($2.00) each
t hrough the M ssissippi Fire Fighters Training Acadeny.

SECTI ON 15. Section 27-19-56.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.5. In recognition of the patriotic service rendered
by M ssi ssippi ans who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor and by
M ssi ssi ppi ans who are recipients of the Purple Heart Medal, any
such person is privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive notor
vehicle license plate or tag identifying himas a Pearl Harbor

survivor or not nore than two (2) distinctive notor vehicle

license plates or tags identifying himas a Purple Heart Medal

recipient. The distinctive plates or tags shall be of a col or and

desi gn designated by the State Tax Commi ssi on.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the State

Tax Conmi ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of

the counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense
plates or tags. A tag fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00), in
addition to all other taxes and fees, shall be collected by the
tax collector for the Pearl Harbor distinctive tag. The first
distinctive tag issued to Purple Heart Medal recipients under the
provi sions of this section shall be exenpt fromad val oremt axes,

privilege taxes and all other taxes and fees. There shall be no

exenption fromad valoremtaxes, privilege taxes or other taxes

and fees for the issuance of a second distinctive tag to Purple

Heart Medal recipients. The surviving spouse of a deceased person




1178

1179

1180

1181

1182

1183

1184

1185

1186

1187

1188

1189

1190

1191

1192

1193

1194

1195

1196

1197

1198

1199

1200

1201

1202

1203

1204

1205

1206

1207

1208

who was issued a Purple Heart Medal distinctive |icense plate or
tag under this section shall be entitled to apply for or retain
one (1) such license tag and may continue annually to renew
registration for * * * such distinctive notor vehicle |license
plate or tag for as long as the spouse remains unnarried. At the
time of application or renewal registration, a surviving spouse
who desires to retain such distinctive plate or tag shall file
with the county tax collector a sworn statenment that the spouse is
unmarried, and any such vehicle when so registered shall not be
exenpt from ad val oremtaxes and privilege taxes. The tax
collector shall nonthly forward the additional fee of Fifteen
Dol | ars ($15.00) charged for issuance of a Pearl Harbor

distinctive tag to the State Tax Comm ssion which shall deposit

such fee to the credit of the State General Fund. An applicant
for a distinctive tag under this section shall present to the
issuing official either (a) witten proof that the applicant is an
honor abl y di scharged forner nmenber of one (1) of the Arned Forces
of the United States and, while serving in the Arned Forces of the
United States, was present during the attack on the island of
QGahu, Territory of Hawaii, on Decenber 7, 1941, between the hours
of 7:55 a.m and 9:45 a.m, Hawaii tinme, or (b) witten proof that
the applicant is a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive
| i cense plates or tags so issued shall be used only upon a
personally or jointly owned private passenger vehicle (to include
station wagons, recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks)
registered in the nane, or jointly in the nane, of the person
maki ng application therefor, and when issued to such person shal
be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard
| icense plate or license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable

bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
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vehi cl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTI ON 16. Section 27-19-56.9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.9. Upon application by any |legal resident of the
State of M ssissippi who is deaf, the State Tax Conmmi ssion shal
prepare and issue through the county tax collectors a speci al
| icense plate for not nore than one (1) vehicle that is registered
in the applicant's name. The initial application shall be
acconpani ed by the certification of a |icensed physician that the
applicant neets the definition of deaf persons set forth in this
section. An applicant for a special license plate shall not be
required to pay any fee or charge for the issuance of such |icense
pl ate separate fromor in addition to the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees otherw se
required by law to be paid for the issuance of a regular |icense
pl ate for such vehicle. The design of the special |icense plate
shal | be executed in a manner which will alert others that the
vehicle is registered in the nane of a person who is deaf.

For the purpose of this section, the term"vehicle" includes
notorcycles, and the term "deaf"” neans any person whose hearing is
totally inpaired or whose hearing is so seriously inpaired as to
prohi bit the person from understandi ng oral conmuni cati on when
spoken to in a normal conversational tone.

* ok

SECTION 17. Section 27-19-56.10, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.10. (1) Owmers of notor vehicles upon conplying
with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing

of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and bridge
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privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shall be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
designed by the Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks.

(2) The Departnment of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks shal
desi gn enbl ens which shall be displayed on the special license
tag. The enblemshall be affixed during the production of the
| i cense tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees coll ected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col lections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal |l be deposited into the Wldlife Heritage Fund created
pursuant to Section 49-5-77.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected



1271

1272

1273

1274

1275

1276

1277

1278

1279

1280

1281

1282

1283

1284

1285

1286

1287

1288

1289

1290

1291

1292

1293

1294

1295

1296

1297

1298

1299

1300

1301

on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 18. Section 27-19-56.11, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.11. (1) Any resident of the State of M ssissipp
who is the owner of an antique autonobile, as defined in Section
27-19-47, or a street rod, as defined in Section 27-19-56.6, upon
paynent of the fee provided for in subsection (2) of this section,
may apply through the office of the tax collector in the county of
his | egal residence, on fornms prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion, for perm ssion to display on the vehicle an authentic
hi storical |icense plate of the sane year of issuance as the nodel
year of the antique autonobile or street rod. The license plate
shall be furnished by the applicant and presented for
aut hentication to the State Tax Conm ssion by the county tax
collector. A regular license plate or a distinctive license plate
aut hori zed by | aw nust be displayed on the vehicle until replaced
by the historical |icense plate.

(2) In lieu of the annual paynent of road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescri bed by | aw, each person who applies for perm ssion to
di splay an historical license plate under this section, shall pay
a one-tinme, nonrefundabl e special |icense tax fee of Twenty-five
Dol lars ($25.00) to the county tax collector. The fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the county tax coll ector

and deposited in the county general fund, shall be remtted to the



1302

1303

1304

1305

1306

1307

1308

1309

1310

1311

1312

1313

1314

1315

1316

1317

1318

1319

1320

1321

1322

1323

1324

1325

1326

1327

1328

1329

1330

1331

1332

State Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the

commi ssi on and deposited in the State General Fund * * *.

(3) Upon receipt of an application and an historical |icense
pl ate under this section, the State Tax Conm ssion shall exam ne
the historical license plate to determne its authenticity, its
condition and its original year of issue. |If the conmm ssion
determnes that the license plate is an authentic historical
| icense plate of the sane year of issuance as the nodel year of
the anti que autonobile or street rod for which permssion to
display the license plate is applied and that the license plate is
in satisfactory original condition or has been refurbished to a
satisfactory condition, then it shall return the license plate to
the tax collector with its approval. |If the comm ssion determ nes
that the license plate is not in satisfactory original condition
or has not been refurbished to a satisfactory condition, then it
shall return the license plate to the tax collector with its
di sapproval . The county tax collector shall notify the applicant
whet her or not perm ssion to display the license plate has been
given by the State Tax Conmi ssion and, in either case, shal
return the license plate to the applicant.

(4) An historical license plate that has been approved for
di splay on an antique autonobile or street rod under the
provi sions of this section, is not transferable between notor
vehi cl e owners and nay not be displayed on other notor vehicles
owned by the sanme person. |If a person to whom perm ssion has been
granted to display an historical license plate no | onger wi shes to
display the license plate on the vehicle for which perm ssion was
granted, or if such person sells, trades, exchanges or otherw se
di sposes of the vehicle, he nust renove the license plate from
such vehicl e.

SECTI ON 19. Section 27-19-56.12, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
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is anended as follows:

27-19-56.12. In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by M ssissippians who are honorably di scharged veterans
who served in the United States Armed Forces, any such person is
privileged to obtain distinctive notor vehicle |icense plates or
tags for each notor vehicle registered in his nane identifying his
status as a veteran. The State Tax Comm ssion, with concurrence
by the State Veterans Affairs Board, shall devel op decals to be
affixed to the license tag indicating branch and period of
mlitary service. The distinctive plates or tags shall be of a
col or and design designated by the Tax Comm ssion with concurrence
by the State Veterans Affairs Board.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Comm ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense
plates or tags. An additional tag fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00)
shall be collected by the tax collector for such |icense plates or

tags and shall be renmtted to the Tax Comm ssion on a nonthly

basis as prescribed by the conmm ssion. The State Tax Conmi ssi on

shal | deposit such fee to the credit of a fund to be adm nistered
by the board overseeing the veterans nursing hones in this state
for the benefit of indigent veterans who are residents of such
nur si ng homes.

An applicant for such distinctive plates shall present to the
issuing official witten evidence of the veteran's service. Such
evi dence shall include a copy of the applicant's DD-214 form a
Report of Separation fromMIlitary Service, a mlitary discharge
docunent, or a witten certification of mlitary service fromthe
State Veterans Affairs Board. The distinctive |icense plates or
tags so issued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly

owned private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons,
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recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered in the
nane, or jointly in the nanme, of the person naking application
t herefor, and when issued to such person shall be used upon the
vehicle for which issued in |lieu of the standard |icense plate or
license tag nornmally issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTI ON 20. Section 27-19-56.15, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is anended as follows:

27-19-56.15. (1) (a) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon conplying with the notor vehicle | aws
relating to registration and |icensing of notor vehicles, and upon
paynent of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional annual fee in the amount of

Fifty Dollars ($50.00), shall be issued a distinctive |icense tag

that di splays the enbl em of any public or private university of

his choice |located in another state.

(b) The design of the enblens for the distinctive
| i cense tags authorized under this subsection shall be determ ned
by agreenent between the State Tax Comm ssion and the governing

authorities of public or private universities in the states where

the universities are | ocated. Such other design characteristics
and information to be contained on such distinctive |license tags
shall be determined by the State Tax Comm ssi on.

(c) Application for the distinctive license tag

aut hori zed under this subsection shall be made to the county tax
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coll ector on forns prescribed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax

Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax coll ector
shal |l be deposited into the county general fund.

(d) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees
that it receives under this subsection into the State Treasury on
the day received. At the end of each nonth, the State Tax
Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected under this
section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
coll ections as foll ows:

(i) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of the additional
fees collected fromeach distinctive license tag i ssued under this
subsection shall be distributed to the Wrld War |l Veterans
Menorial in Washington, D.C. However, when the anmounts
distributed to the World War Il Veterans Menorial reaches an
aggregat e anount of One Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00),
then Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of such additional fees shall be
deposited into the State General Fund.

(ii) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's
Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(iii) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(2) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as

required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
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this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense

t ag.

(3) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 21. Section 27-19-56.16, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is anended as follows:

27-19-56.16. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a
supporter of the M ssissippi Comm ssion for Vol unteer Service.

The distinctive license tags so issued shall be of such col or and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
M ssi ssi ppi Commi ssi on on Vol unteer Service, may prescribe and

shal | consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be
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necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive |license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the |ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited into the M ssissippi Comm ssion for
Vol unt eer Service Fund created under Section 43-55-29.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 22. Section 27-19-56.17, M ssissippi Code of 1972,

is anended as foll ows:
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27-19-56.17. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is an
energency nedical technician certified under Chapter 59 of Title
41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as an
energency nedical technician. The distinctive |icense tags so
i ssued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax
Comm ssion, with the advice of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Heal t h, Division of Enmergency Medical Services, may prescribe and
shal | consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be
necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive |license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Comm ssion. Applicants for the
distinctive license tag shall present proof of their certification
as an energency nedical technician to the county tax collector.
The application and the additional fee inposed under subsection
(3) of this section, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by
the tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Conmm ssi on

on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion

of the additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag

applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
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ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established

| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the | ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the M ssissippi Trauma Care
Systens Fund created under Section 41-59-75.

(b) ©One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Avregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the

tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
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this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense

t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 23. Section 27-19-56.18, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is anended as follows:

27-19-56.18. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (4) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane, which license tag nay depict the
sil houettes of a dog and a cat within a heart, and shall be
produced in such color and design as the State Tax Conm ssion nay
prescribe. The words "I Care for Aninmals" shall be centered at
the bottomof the license tag, with a silhouette on each side.

The State Tax Comm ssion shall prescribe such letters or nunbers,
or both, as nmay be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
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by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the

additional fee inposed under subsection (4) of this section, |ess
Two Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the | ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the special fund created in

Section 69-15-19.
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(b) ©One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Avregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) nonth
and year |license decals for each distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section, which will expire the sane nonth and year as
the reqular license tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 24. Section 27-19-56.19, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.19. (1) Omers of notor vehicles upon conplying

with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
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of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shal |l be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
designed by the M ssissippi Soil and Water Conservation
Conmmi ssi on.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
M ssi ssi ppi Soil and Water Conservation Comm ssion, may prescribe
and shall consist of such letters or nunbers or both as nay be
necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, |ess Two
Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such coll ections as follows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited into the special fund created in
Section 69-27-401.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(6) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) nonth
and year |license decals for each distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section, which will expire the sane nonth and year as
the reqular license tag.

(7) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 25. Section 27-19-56.20, M ssissippi Code of 1972,

is anended as foll ows:
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27-19-56.20. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state and who is a nenber of G vitan
I nternational, upon paynent of the road and bridge privilege
taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as prescribed by | aw
for private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and ot her
noncomrer ci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of an additional
fee in the anobunt provided in subsection (3) of this section,
shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor vehicle
registered in his nane identifying such person as a nmenber of
Civitan International. The distinctive |icense tags so issued
shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Conm ssion
with the advice of Cvitan International, may prescribe, and shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary
to di stinguish each |license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive |license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund. The portion of the additional fee remtted to the
State Tax Comm ssion shall be deposited into the State Treasury on
the day it is received and shall be deposited by the State
Treasurer into the State General Fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag

applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
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ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established

| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the | ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the M ssissippi Chapter of G vitan
International. |If there is no Mssissippi Chapter of Civitan
International, then such additional fees shall be deposited into
the State Ceneral Fund.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as

required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
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this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense

t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 26. Section 27-19-56.21, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is anended as follows:

27-19-56.21. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane, which license tag shall display a
wild animal native to the State of M ssissippi and the words
"Wldlife Rehabilitation.”™ The native M ssissippi wild aninmal
enbl em shall be chosen by the Wldlife Rehabilitation and Nature
Preservation Society, Inc. (WRANPS). The distinctive license tag

shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Conm ssion
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with the advice of the WIldlife Rehabilitation and Nature
Preservation Society, Inc. (WRANPS), may prescribe and shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to
di stingui sh each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the |ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected

under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
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such coll ections as follows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into a special fund that is created in
the State Treasury to the credit of all Mssissippi wildlife
rehabilitation organi zations collectively that hold current state
and federal |icenses. The funds shall be nade avail able at the
begi nni ng of each cal endar year to each wildlife rehabilitation
organi zation on a pro rata basis in accordance with the nunbers of
native wild aninmals each organi zation has rehabilitated for the
past year. These nunbers shall be based on annual reports
currently submtted to the M ssissippi Departnent of WIldlife,

Fi sheries and Parks, and the United States Fish and Wldlife
Service. It shall be the responsibility of the WRANPS to submt a
final tally of nunbers for each |licensed wildlife organization to
the State Tax Conm ssion before the conm ssion's final

di sbursenent of funds. WRANPS shall further be responsible for
sending a copy of this tally to each licensed wildlife
rehabilitation organi zati on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Avregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under

this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
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tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense

t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 27. Section 27-19-56.22, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.22. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state and who is a nenber of Al pha Kappa Al pha
sorority or Al pha Phi Al pha fraternity, upon paynent of the road
and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and registration fees
as prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00), shal
be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor vehicle
registered in his nane identifying such person as a nenber or
supporter of such organization. The distinctive |icense tags so
i ssued shall display the Geek letter of the organization and
shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Comm ssion nay
prescri be, and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both,

as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.
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(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (1) of this section, |ess
Two Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) The distinctive license tag shall be issued for a
one-year period. The additional annual fee shall be due and
payable at the tinme of renewal registration.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such coll ections as follows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on the distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the Col eman, Al exander, Possner
Foundat i on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on the distinctive |license tags shall be deposited into the
M ssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created
pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
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required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) nonth
and year license decals for each distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section, which will expire the sane nonth and year as
the |icense tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 28. Section 27-19-56.23, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is anended as follows:

27-19-56.23. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a
supporter of the Mssissippi Sierra Club. The distinctive |license
tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax
Comm ssion, with the advice of the M ssissippi Sierra Cub, my

prescri be and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both,
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as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive |license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the |ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be distributed to the M ssissippi Sierra d ub.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 29. Section 27-19-56.24, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.24. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
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resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a
supporter of Ducks Unlimted, Inc. The distinctive |license tags
so issued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax

Comm ssion, with the advice of Ducks Unlimted, Inc., may
prescri be and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both,
as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive |license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
| icense tag year. The additional fee is due and payabl e at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense

tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
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renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
| icense tag, he nmust surrender it to the |ocal county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the M ssissippi Chapter of Ducks
Unlimted, Inc. If there is no M ssissippi Chapter of Ducks
Unlimted, Inc., then such additional fees shall be deposited into
the State Ceneral Fund.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,

which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
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(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 30. Section 27-19-56.27, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.27. (1) Omers of notor vehicles upon conplying
with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shall be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
desi gned by the Departnent of Marine Resources.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
Department of Marine Resources, may prescribe and shall consist of
such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to distinguish
each license tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, less five

percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
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remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees coll ected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col l ections as follows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal | be deposited into the Coastal Preserve Account in the
Seaf ood Fund created pursuant to Section 49-15-17.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 31. Section 27-19-56.28, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.28. (1) Omers of notor vehicles upon conplying
with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as

prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
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trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shall be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
desi gned by the Department of Agriculture and Commerce. Such

enbl ens shall represent specific agricultural commodities.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
Department of Agriculture and Commerce, nmay prescribe and shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to
di stingui sh each |icense tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees coll ected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col lections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal |l be deposited into a special fund hereby created in the State
Treasury to the credit of the Department of Agriculture and

Commerce. The funds shall be available for expenditure at the
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di scretion of the Departnent of Agriculture and Comrerce.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 32. Section 27-19-56.29, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.29. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag, with a choice
of two (2) designs, for each notor vehicle registered in his nane
identifying such person as a supporter of the Sunfl ower
Consol i dated School Preservation Conm ssion, Inc. The distinctive
| i cense tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the
State Tax Conmi ssion, with the advice of Sunflower Consolidated
School Preservation Conm ssion, Inc., nmay prescribe and shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary
to di stinguish each |license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess

Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
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remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the comm ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Any person applying for a distinctive license tag under
this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount of Thirty
Dol l ars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag applied for
under this section, which shall be in addition to all other taxes
and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a period of tine
to run concurrent with the vehicle's established |icense tag year.

The additional fee is due and payable at the time the original
application is made for a distinctive license tag under this
section and thereafter annually at the tine of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive |license
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive |icense
tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax collector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to Sunflower Consolidated School
Preservati on Comm ssion, Inc.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

SECTI ON 33. Section 27-19-56.30, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.30. (1) Omers of notor vehicles upon conplying
with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shall be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
designed by the M ssissippi Cattlenen's Foundati on.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
M ssi ssippi Cattlenen's Foundation, may prescribe and shall
consi st of such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to
di stingui sh each |icense tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
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State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees coll ected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such

col l ections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shall be to the M ssissippi Cattlenen's Foundati on.

(b) ©One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 34. Section 27-19-56.31, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
is amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.31. (1) Owmers of notor vehicles upon conplying
with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomrerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shal |l be issued a special l|icense tag which displays the enbl em of
t he National Audubon Society.

(2) The design of the distinctive tag so issued shall be of
such col or and design as shall be agreed upon by the M ssissipp
Legislative Ofice and/or the Mssissippi State Ofice of the
Nat i onal Audubon Society and the State Tax Comm ssion. The enbl em

shall be affixed during the production of the |license tag.
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(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion on a nonthly basis as

prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees coll ected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
col l ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shall be deposited into a special fund hereby created in the State
Treasury for use by the M ssissippi Miseum of Natural Science to
fund ornithol ogical activities conducted by the nmuseum

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 35. Section 27-19-57, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-19-57. (1) Al persons required to pay the privilege
license prescribed by this article shall register their private or
comercial vehicle and pay such tax in the county in which such
vehicl es are dom ciled or the county from which such vehicl es nost
frequently |l eave and return. The tax collector of a county shal
not issue a tag or decals to any vehicle domciled or garaged in
anot her county.

(2) Any person owning a vehicle registered in accordance
Wi th Section 27-19-43 which changes county of domicile during a
regi stration year shall, upon registration anniversary date,
surrender to the tax collector in the new county of domcile the
old tag and decals and shall be issued a new tag displaying the

proper county of domicile and decals. This provision shall not

apply to vehicles with a gross vehicle weight in excess of ten

t housand (10, 000) pounds. Any person owning a vehicle with a

gross vehicle weight in excess of ten thousand (10, 000) pounds

whi ch changes county of donmicile during a reqgistration year shall,

upon regqgistration anniversary date, reqgister the vehicle in the

new county of domicile but shall not be required to surrender the

old tag and decal s.

(3) Each person required to pay the privilege |license
prescribed by this article and cl ai mng honestead exenption on a
hone | ocated within a nunicipality shall register all private
passenger vehicles to which he holds title in such nunicipality.

(4) If any vehicle, the license for which is issued by the
county tax collector or the State Tax Conm ssion, shall be
regi stered in any county other than the county in which the
vehicle is domciled or garaged, or shall be registered in a

municipality contrary to the requirenents inposed in subsection

(4) of this section, then the vehicle shall be regarded as having

no privilege license; and the owner or operator thereof shall be
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liable for the full annual tax in the county in which such vehicle
is domciled or garaged, or in the municipality in which such
vehicle is required to be regi stered as herei nabove provided, plus
a penalty thereon of twenty-five percent (25%.

SECTI ON 36. Section 27-19-63, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-63. (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section,
the privilege license tax levied by the provisions of this article
shall be paid annually during the anniversary nonth of the
acquisition of the vehicle. The privilege license tax |evied
shall be based on a period of twelve (12) nonths, even though the
actual time fromthe acquisition of the vehicle to the end of the
anni versary nonth of the next succeeding year nmay be nore than
twelve (12) nonths. Any person subject to the provisions of this
article shall have an additional fifteen (15) days fromthe end of
the anniversary nonth in which to purchase the tag and/or decals
and to pay the privilege |icense tax wi thout being in violation of
this section. Any person owning a vehicle subject to taxation
under the provisions of this article who fails or refuses to pay
such tax and obtain the privilege |icense required within the
prescri bed period of tine shall be guilty of violating the
provisions of this article, and shall be liable for the amount of
such tax plus a penalty as provided for in this section. |If the
person owning a vehicle subject to taxation under the provisions
of this article does not operate such vehicle on the highways of
this state fromthe date of acquisition or, if previously
regi stered, fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of his tag and
decals to the date on which he nmakes application for the privilege
| i cense, he shall pay such license tax for a period of twelve (12)
nont hs beginning with the first day of the nmonth in which he

applies for such privilege license. The owner shall submt an
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affidavit with his application attesting to the fact that his
vehi cl e was not operated on the highways of this state fromthe
date of acquisition or, if previously registered, fromthe end of
the anni versary nonth of his tag and decals to the date on which
he makes application for the privilege |icense.

(2) Except as may be otherw se provided in subsection (3) of
this section, the privilege license tax |levied by the provision of
this article on operators of notor vehicles in excess of ten
t housand (10, 000) pounds, gross vehicle weight, apportioned
vehicles, rental and commercial trailers and buses shall be due
annual Iy during the anniversary nonth which shall be established
by the Chairman of the State Tax Comm ssion; provided, however,
there shall be an additional fifteen (15) days fromthe end of the
anniversary nonth in which to file an application with the
commi ssion and pay the privilege license tax. The annual |icense
tag and/ or decals issued by the conm ssion for the license tax
year shall be valid for a period of tinme to be determ ned by the
chai rman but not to exceed fifteen (15) nonths follow ng the
anni versary nonth; provided, however, this does not extend the
time for filing the application with the comm ssion and the
paynent of the license tax. Any person who fails or refuses to
pay such tax and obtain the privilege |icense required when due
shall be guilty of violating the provision of this article and
shall be liable for the entire anmount of such tax fromthe date
the liability was incurred, plus penalty as provided for in this
section.

(3) The privilege license tax | evied by the provisions of
this article on operators of a notor vehicle that is in a
corporate fleet or an individual fleet regi stered under Section
27-19-66 shall be due annually during the anniversary nonth which

shall be established by the Chairman of the State Tax Comm ssion
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for corporate fleets and by the county tax collectors for

i ndi vidual fleets; provided, however, there shall be an additional
fifteen (15) days fromthe end of the anniversary nonth in which
to file an application with the comm ssion or the county tax
collector, as the case nay be, and to purchase the tag or renew
the registration of such notor vehicle and pay the privil ege

| icense tax. The conmi ssion or the county tax collector, as the
case may be, shall issue a tag or renew the annual registration of
such notor vehicle for the |icense tax year only after all ad

val orem taxes and privilege taxes due on such notor vehicle have
been paid. Any person who fails or refuses to pay the privilege
tax and obtain the privilege license required when due shall be
guilty of violating the provisions of this article and shall be
liable for the entire anbunt of such tax fromthe date the
liability was incurred, plus penalty as provided for in this

secti on.

(4) Penalties shall be assessed on the privilege license tax
at the rate of five percent (5% for the first fifteen (15) days
of delinquency, or part thereof, and five percent (5% for each
additional thirty-day period of delinquency, or part thereof, not
to exceed a maxi mum penalty of twenty-five percent (25%; however,
a penalty of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), in addition to
t he maxi num penalty for delinquency, shall be assessed agai nst any
person who is liable for the notor vehicle privilege |icense tax
but who (a) displays an out-of-state license tag on the notor
vehicle; or (b) displays a license tag or privilege |icense decal
on the nmotor vehicle which was issued for another vehicle. The
commi ssion, for good reason shown, may waive all or any part of
the penalties inposed. No private passenger vehicle registered
under this chapter shall have displayed on the front of such

vehicle, or elsewhere, the official license tag of another state,
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whet her or not such license tag has expired. Law enforcenent
officers of this state nay renove from private passenger vehicles
any out-of-state |license tags so displ ayed.

(5) The requirenent that the privilege tax be paid during
t he anni versary nonth of each year shall not apply in the
foll ow ng cases:

(a) Wen a notor vehicle is acquired * * * the owner
or operator of the vehicle purchased shall have seven (7) ful
wor ki ng days, exclusive of the date of delivery, after the vehicle
has been delivered to him wthin which to make the application
for the required privilege license, otherw se such person shall be
| iable for penalty as provided for in this section. Provided,
however, that when any person shall acquire a vehicle as herein
provi ded, and it shall be necessary that such vehicle be
renodel ed, changed or altered by such person before sane is
suitable for the purposes for which it was acquired, then such
person shall have seven (7) full working days, exclusive of the
day of the conpletion of such renodeling, change or alteration,
after the conpletion thereof within which to nake application for
the required privilege license; provided, that if such person
fails to make application within such period, such person shall be
|iable for penalty as provided for in this section.

"Delivery" as used herein shall be construed to nean receipt
of such vehicle by the purchaser thereof at his residence or place
of business, and, in the event the vehicle is purchased at any
pl ace other than in the county of residence or place of business
of such person, he shall be entitled to forty-eight (48) hours
wi thin which to transport such vehicle to the county of his
resi dence or place of business. At all tines during such
transportation, the owner or operator of such vehicle shall have

in his possession a true bill of sale, giving the description of
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the vehicle, the nane and address of the dealer from whom

pur chased, the nanme and address of the owner or operator, and the
date on which the vehicle was acquired. For failure to have such
bill of sale in his possession during the entire tine during which
the vehicle is being transported, the owner or operator shall be

| iable for the annual privilege tax plus penalty as provided for
in this section.

(b) Where a person has paid the current privilege
license tax required by the | aws of another state and applies for
a privilege license in this state within thirty (30) days, no
penalty shall be assessed; however, any person who fails to conply
herewith shall be liable for the full annual tax, plus penalty as
provided for in this section.

(6) Any nonresident of the State of M ssissippi who has paid
the current privilege license required by the |aws of another
state upon a private carrier of passengers, and thereafter becones
a resident of the State of M ssissippi, or brings such vehicle
into the State of M ssissippi for use in connection with his
business in this state, or who is gainfully enployed in this state
shall be entitled to operate such vehicle w thout obtaining a
privilege license in this state for a period of not nore than
thirty (30) days.

"Resident"” for the purpose of registration and operation of
not or vehicles shall include, but not be limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Any person, except a tourist or out-of-town
student, who owns, |eases or rents a place within the state and
occupi es sanme as a place of residence.

(b) Any person who engages in a trade, profession or
occupation in this state or who accepts enploynent in other than

seasonal agricultural work.
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SECTI ON 37. Section 27-19-87, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-87. Any person operating a notor vehicle on the public
hi ghways of this state under the authority of any trip, tenporary,
or excess weight permt provided for inthis article, shall at al
times carry such permt in the vehicle for which it is issued, and

any representative or enployee of the M ssissippi Departnent of

Transportation, or any other officer authorized by |law, shall have

the right to demand the production of such permt and nake an

exam nation and inspection of the sane, together with an

exam nation and inspection of such vehicle and the contents
thereof, to determ ne whether or not the permt issued is
sufficient to cover the operations being carried on and the gross
wei ght traversing the highways. For failure to have such perm:t
in his possession at all tines while operating such vehicle upon

t he public highways of this state, the owner or operator thereof
shall be liable for the sane penalties as are provided for failure
to obtain such permt.

SECTI ON 38. Section 27-19-95, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

27-19-95. Al certificates of public conveni ence and
necessity and permts granted by the M ssissippi Public Service
Comm ssi on aut horizing the operation of conmon and contract
carriers of property or passengers shall be exenpt fromtaxation

No vehicle shall be registered as a comon or contract carrier of
passengers or property, nor a license issued for such vehicle,
unl ess the owner or operator thereof shall have qualified with the
M ssi ssi ppi Public Service Comm ssion and obtained a certificate
of public convenience and necessity or permt, and shall have paid
all fees to the M ssissippi Public Service Conm ssion, required by

law, if the carrier be one required to qualify with the
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M ssi ssi ppi Public Service Conm ssion. Wen any vehicle is

qualified with the M ssissippi Public Service Conmm ssion as a
common or contract carrier of property or passengers, and the
owner or operator thereof has procured a certificate of public

conveni ence and necessity, or a permt, fromthe M ssissipp

Publ i c Service Comm ssion, such vehicle shall not be registered
and licensed in any classification other than the classification
of a common or contract carrier, either of property or of
passengers. The M ssissippi Public Service Conm ssion shal
pronptly transmt, or cause to be transmtted, to the State Tax
Comm ssion, a copy of all certificates of public necessity and
conveni ence, and permts hereafter issued to conmon and contract
carriers of property or passengers, together with a |list giving
full and conplete description of all vehicles qualified by such
carrier with the public service conm ssion.

I f any person shall operate a notor vehicle which is required
by law to qualify with and obtain a certificate or permt fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi Public Service Comm ssion wthout having so qualified

with and obtained a certificate or pernmit fromthe M ssissipp

Publ i c Service Comm ssion, and wit hout havi ng obtai ned the proper

|icense tag fromthe State Tax Conm ssion, such person shall,

not wi t hstandi ng the provisions of this section, be liable for the
full privilege license tax and the penalty thereon as is otherw se

provided by this article and the State Tax Conmmi ssion shal

col l ect such tax and penalty from such person. The State Tax
Comm ssion shall not, however, issue a license tag for such
vehi cl e unl ess the owner or operator thereof shall thereafter

qualify with the Mssissippi Public Service Conm ssion, at which

time the proper license tag shall be issued.
SECTI ON 39. Section 27-19-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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27-19-101. \Whenever request for duplicate registration

receipt is nade to the State Tax Conm ssion or for certificate of

regi strati on when such registration receipt is not on file, the
commi ssion shall imedi ately prepare such copy, or certificate, as
the case may be, add its certificate of accuracy and affix its
official seal thereto. The fee for each such certified copy or
certificate shall be One Dollar ($1.00). Al fees collected under
the provisions of this section shall be disposed of in the sane
manner as regular privilege taxes and permt fees.

SECTI ON 40. Section 27-19-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-103. Every common and contract carrier of property or
passengers, liable for any tax under any of the provisions of this
article, shall maintain and keep, and preserve for a period of
three (3) years, full, conplete, accurate and intelligible
records, in the English | anguage, showing and reflecting the
extent and status of such carrier's liability for any and al
taxes under the provisions of this article, including, in the case
of carriers of passengers liable for the gross revenue tax under
Section 27-19-7, the total gross revenue attributable to
M ssi ssi ppi as provided in Section 27-19-7, and, in the case of
carriers of property, manifests, bills of |ading and ot her
records, showing the weight of all |oads carried by each vehicle
upon the highways of this state, and the dates thereof, together

Wi th such other pertinent information as the State Tax Comm Ssion

may require. The State Tax Conmm ssion, or any of its agents and

enpl oyees, shall have the power to require such carrier to produce
such records within this state at such tinme and place as the

conmmi ssi on may designate, and the conm ssion, or any of its

enpl oyees, shall also have the authority and power to exam ne al

such records, wherever |ocated, during the usual hours of business
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of the day, to verify the truth and accuracy of any application,
statenent, report or return, and to ascertain whether or not any
tax inmposed by this article has been fully paid.

SECTI ON 41. Section 27-19-119, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-119. The State Tax Conmi ssion, tax collectors, the

hi ghway patrol, or any other authorized enforcenent officer, shal
have a right to weigh or have wei ghed any vehicle to ascertain the
accuracy of registration.

SECTI ON 42. Section 27-19-121, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

27-19-121. The State Tax Conmi ssion is hereby given power
and authority to make all rules and regul ations, not inconsistent
with the provisions of this article, as will, in the judgnent of

the conm ssion, contribute to a nore efficient adm ni stration of

this article. Such rules and regul ati ons, when nade, shall have
the sane binding force and effect as if incorporated in this
article.

SECTI ON 43. Section 27-19-125, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-125. Any truck owner, truck operator, truck driver or

any ot her person who is, or may be, interested in or involved in

any business matters with the M ssissippi Departnent of

Transportati on who shall, directly or indirectly, give any

enpl oyee of the departnent any gift or gratuity of any kind or

nat ure, of any val ue what soever, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor
and, upon conviction, shall be fined not |ess than One Hundred
Dol | ars ($100.00) and not nore than Five Hundred Dol l ars
($500. 00) .

| f any person should offer to give or give any cash, or

gratuity of any kind or nature, of any val ue whatsoever, to any
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enpl oyee of the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation, or
shoul d | eave any such thing at any inspection station, the

enpl oyee on duty shall report this to the departnent imrediately,

and the departnent shall keep a record of all such cases so

reported.

SECTI ON 44. Section 27-19-127, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-127. Al duties, powers and authority relating to the
enforcenment of the notor tax laws for M ssissippi shall be vested

solely in the State Tax Commi ssion, except that the adm nistration

and enforcenment of such laws as are applicable to the collection
of license taxes due on private conmercial carriers of property
and private carriers of property * * * of a gross weight of ten

t housand (10, 000) pounds and | ess, and on private passenger
vehi cl es, school buses, taxicabs, anbul ances and hearses, shall be
jointly adm nistered by the Tax Commr ssion and the tax collectors
of the several counties. |If any sheriff, constable or munici pal

| aw enf orcenent officer shall enforce the collection of any
del i nquent notor vehicle privilege license tax, together with the
penal ty thereon provided by |aw, then such sheriff, constable or
muni ci pal | aw enforcenment officer shall be entitled to one-half
(1/2) of said delinquency and penalty, but he shall not be
entitled to such one-half (1/2) of such delinquency and penalty
unl ess he actually and directly enforced the collection thereof.
Provi ded, however, the one-half (1/2) of the delingquency and
penalty due the sheriff or nunicipal |aw enforcenment officer shal
be paid into a special fund of the county or nmunicipality, as the
case may be, and may be appropriated and expended by the governing
authorities of the county or municipality for any |awful purpose.
No persons other than those named in this article shall ever be

entitled to receive any portion of a delinquency or penalty on
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notor vehicle privilege |icense taxes for the collection of sane.
Al'l delinquent privilege taxes and penalties inposed and coll ected
under the provisions of this article shall be handl ed and di sposed
of in the sane manner as the regul ar taxes.

SECTI ON 45. Section 27-19-137, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-137. The agents of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Transportation and the State Tax Comm ssion shall have the right
to inspect at all reasonable tinmes all notor vehicles operating
upon the highways of this state and shall |ikew se have the
authority to inspect and exam ne all records kept by any person
relating or pertaining to the liability of any person for any tax
i nposed by the provisions of this article. They shall |ikew se
have the power to require the production of any such records
within this state, at any tine and pl ace designated by them upon
gi ving reasonable notice to the person having control and custody

of such records. The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation and

its representatives shall also have the authority and power to
cause any vehicle engaged in the transportation of property upon
t he public highways of this state to submt to a weighing of such
vehicle and the | oad thereon, either by neans of portable or

stationary scales, and nay require that such vehicle be driven to

the nearest scales for weighing. 1f a vehicle has been issued a

regi stration card, such reqgistration card shall be carried in such

vehicle at all tines.

SECTI ON 46. Section 27-19-303, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-303. The followi ng words and phrases, when used in
this article, shall for purposes thereof have the neaning
respectively ascribed thereto as foll ows:

(1) "Motor vehicle" shall nean every vehicle intended
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primarily for use and operation on the public highways, which is
sel f-propell ed and every vehicle intended primarily for operation
on the public highways, which is not driven or propelled by its
own power, but which is designed either to be attached to and
becone a part of or to be drawn by a self-propelled vehicle, but
not including farmtractors and ot her machi nes and tools used in
production, harvesting and care of farm products.

(2) "Person" shall nean every natural person, firm
copartnershi p, association or corporation.

(3) "Modtor vehicle dealer” shall nean any busi ness engaged
in the selling or exchangi ng of new or new and used notor vehicles
or used vehicles; and, which has an established place of business
open for inspection at any time by any peace officer or the
Chai rman of the State Tax Conmi ssion or one of his authorized
representatives during reasonabl e hours; and, which buys and sells
or exchanges at |east twenty-four (24) vehicles per year.

(4) "Dealer" shall nean such of the principal officers of a
corporation registered as a notor vehicle dealer, and such of the
partners of a copartnership registered as a notor vehicle dealer
as are actively and principally engaged in the notor vehicle
busi ness. The term "deal er” shall not include:

(a) Directors, stockholders or inactive partners; or

(b) Receivers, trustees, adm nistrators, executors,
guardi ans, or other persons appointed by or acting under any
j udgnment or order of any court, whether state or federal; or

(c) Public officers while performng their official
duties; or

(d) Persons disposing of notor vehicles acquired for
their own use and actually so used when the sanme shall have been
used, so acquired in good faith, and not for the purpose of

avoi ding the provisions of this article; or
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(e) Persons who shall sell notor vehicles as an
incident to their principal business but who are not engaged
primarily in selling nmotor vehicles. The foregoing shall include
only finance conpani es or banks which sell repossessed notor
vehi cl es, and i nsurance conpani es which sell notor vehicles which
they have taken into their possession as an incident of paynent
made under policies of insurance, and which do not maintain a used
car lot or building with one (1) or nore enpl oyed notor vehicle
sal esnen.

(5) "New notor vehicle dealer” shall nean a busi ness dealing
in new notor vehicles, tractors, trailers or semtrailers, or new
and used notor vehicles, tractors, trailers or semtrailers.

(6) "Used notor vehicle dealer"™ shall mean a business
dealing in used notor vehicles, tractors, trailers or
semtrailers. "Autonobile dismantlers” shall also be classified
as used notor vehicle dealers.

(7) "Established place of business"” shall nmean any pl ace
owned or |eased and regularly occupi ed by any person for the
primary and principal purpose of engaging in selling, buying,
bartering, exchanging or dealing in notor vehicles, tractors,
trailers or semtrailers, whether same may be displayed or offered
for sale and where the books and records required of the conduct
of such busi ness are maintained and kept. Established pl aces of
busi ness shall be open for inspection at any tine by any peace

of ficer or enployee of the State Tax Comm ssion during reasonabl e

hours. To constitute a place of business, it shall be apparent
that there is a holding out to the general public that an
establishment is offering notor vehicles, tractors, trailers and
semtrailers for sale. There shall be an office separate from and
not in conjunction with or related to any other business for the

pur pose of transacting the business of offering notor vehicles,
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tractors, trailers or semtrailers for sale, or in lieu of such
office there shall be an adequate display of identification as a
not or vehicle deal er as specified by the Chairman of the State Tax
Conmi ssi on.

(8) "Autonobile dismantler” shall mean any person who
mai nt ai ns an established place of business and who is engaged in
t he busi ness of buying, selling or exchangi ng used notor vehicles,
nobi | e hones or house trailers for the purpose of renodeling,
taking apart or rebuilding same or buying and selling of parts of
used nmotor vehicles and shall be classified as a used notor
vehi cl e deal er

(9) "Autonobile auction"” shall nmean any person, firm
associ ation, corporation or trust, resident or nonresident, acting
as an agent for the purchaser or seller of notor vehicles.
* %k

(10) "Departnent™ or "comm ssion” shall mean the Chairnman of
the State Tax Conm ssion.

(11) "Limted notor vehicle dealer” or "limted deal er”
shal | mean any busi ness engaged in the selling or exchanging of
new or used notor vehicles, or both, which buys and sells or
exchanges fewer than twenty-four (24) vehicles and is granted a
limted license at the discretion of the Chairman of the State Tax
Comm ssion. Such |limted deal er shall be awarded all privileges

of a "nmotor vehicle dealer,” except for the purchase and use of
di stingui shing nunber tags. A limted deal er shall abide by al
provi sions and requirenments of this article associated with a
"motor vehicle dealer.”

(12) "Whol esale notor vehicle dealer” or "whol esal e deal er”
shal | mean any busi ness engaged in the selling or exchanging of

new or used notor vehicles, or both, strictly on a whol esal e basis

with no inventory being naintained which is granted a whol esal e
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| icense at the discretion of the Chairman of the State Tax
Comm ssion. Such whol esal e deal er shall be awarded all privileges

of a "nmotor vehicle dealer,” except for the purchase and use of
di stingui shing nunber tags. A whol esal e deal er shall abide by al
provi sions and requirenments of this article associated with a

"notor vehicle dealer,” except for the requirenent of the
"est abl i shed place of business” and the requirenent to buy, sel
or exchange at |east twenty-four (24) notor vehicles per year.
SECTI ON 47. Section 27-19-313, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
27-19-313. Mdtorcycle deal ers, autonobile dismantlers,
aut onobi | e auctions, and notor vehicle dealers, shall have posted
in plain sight in their places of business, their notor vehicle
dealer tag permts, state sales tax permts, and county or city
privilege licenses, for the carrying on of their particul ar
busi nesses. Such persons shall maintain a record, in their
establ i shed place of business, containing the follow ng

i nformation, which shall be open for inspection at any time by any

peace officer or enployee of the conm ssion during reasonabl e

hour s:

(a) Every notor vehicle bought, sold, exchanged,
recei ved or accepted for sale or exchange.

(b) Every notor vehicle which is bought or otherw se
acquired, or disnmantl ed.

(c) The nanme and address of the person from whom such
not or vehicle was purchased or acquired, the date thereof, nane
and address of the person to whom such notor vehicle was sold or
ot herwi se di sposed of, and the date thereof, along with a
sufficient description of every notor vehicle, as well as the nanme
and identifying nunber thereof.

SECTI ON 48. Section 27-19-316, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
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amended as foll ows:

27-19-316. Mdtor vehicle dealers and notorcycle deal ers who
are not designated agents pursuant to Section 63-21-13,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, shall nmake quarterly reports to the

commi ssion on fornms prescribed by the conm ssion by the twentieth

day of each nonth followi ng the nonths of March, June, Septenber
and Decenber on all notor vehicles that have been whol esaled to
ot her dealers in Mssissippi and also on all out-of-state sales.
SECTI ON 49. Section 27-19-333, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
27-19-333. Mdtor vehicle dealer license plates shal
di stingui sh between the various types of notor vehicle dealers.

The conmi ssion shall provide for the issuance of appropriately

| ettered, nunbered or col ored, or conbinations thereof, notor
vehicle dealer's |license plates so as to distinguish between the
vari ous categories and types of notor vehicle deal ers.

SECTI ON 50. Section 27-51-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-51-13. On or before Septenber 10, the clerk of the board
of supervisors shall furnish the county tax collector a certified
copy of the county tax levy for the ensuing year. This tax |evy
shall not only show the tax |levy for each purpose for which it was
| evied, but it shall also showthe total tax |levy for each
separate taxing area in the county, including the state ad val orem
tax | evy.

If for any reason the said county tax levy is not adopted
and/or delivered to the county tax collector on or before the 15th
day of Septenber, then the said tax collector is hereby authorized
to postpone for one (1) nonth the beginning of the collection of
ad val oremtaxes and road and bridge privilege taxes on all notor

vehicles legally situated in his county and liable for said taxes,
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and the tax collector shall notify the taxpayers of his county by
newspaper publication that the beginning of the collection of said
taxes is postponed for one (1) nonth due to the fact that he has
not been furnished with a certified copy of the said tax | evy as
provi ded by law. Copies of this said newspaper notice shall be

furni shed the State Tax Conmmi ssion and the M ssissippi H ghway

Safety Patrol, and the provisions of said notice shall be
controlling in all respects on such agenci es and on any ot her
peace officer, and no damages, penalties or interest shall accrue
agai nst any owner of such notor vehicles during such postponenent
peri od.

If such tax levy is not furnished the tax collector within
the said one (1) nonth, then the sanme procedure as to postponenent
shall be followed and the sanme immunities shall apply from nonth
to month until such tax |levy has been furnished the tax collector.

SECTI ON 51. Section 27-51-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-51-41. (1) The exenptions fromthe provisions of this
chapter shall be confined to those persons or property exenpted by
this chapter or by the provisions of the Constitution of the
United States or the State of Mssissippi. No exenption as now
provi ded by any other statute shall be valid as against the tax
| evied by this chapter. Any subsequent exenption fromthe tax
| evi ed hereunder shall be provided by anmendnment to this section
whi ch shall be inserted in the bill at |ength.

(2) The followi ng shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxation

(a) Al notor vehicles, as defined in this chapter, and
i ncl udi ng notor-propelled farminpl enents and vehicles, while in
t he hands of bona fide deal ers as nmerchandi se and which are not
bei ng operated upon the highways of this state * * *,

(b) Al notor vehicles belonging to the federal
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government or the State of M ssissippi or any agencies or
instrunentalities thereof * * *.

(c) Al notor vehicles owned by any school district in
the state * * *.

(d) Al notor vehicles owned by any fire protection
district incorporated in accordance with Sections 19-5-151 through
19-5-207 or by any fire protection grading district incorporated
in accordance with Sections 19-5-215 through 19-5-243 * * *,

(e) Al notor vehicles owned by units of the
M ssi ssi ppi National CGuard * * *,

(f) Al notor vehicles which are exenpted from hi ghway
privilege taxes under Section 27-19-1 et seq. * * *

(g) Al notor vehicles operated in this state as common
and contract carriers of property, private conmercial carriers of
property, private carriers of property and buses, all of which
have a gross weight in excess of ten thousand (10, 000)
pounds * * *,

(h) Antique autonobiles as defined in Section 27-19-47,
and antique pickup trucks as provided for under Section
27-19-47.2, M ssissippi Code of 1972 * * *,

(i) Street rods as defined in Section 27-19-56.6 * * *,

(j) Motor vehicles owned by disabl ed Anerican veterans,
or by spouses of deceased disabl ed Anerican veterans, in
accordance with Section 27-19-53 * * *,

(k) One (1) notor vehicle owned by the unrenarried
surviving spouse of a menber of the Arned Forces of the United
States who, while on active duty, is killed or dies and one (1)
not or vehicle owned by the unremarried surviving spouse of a
menber of a reserve conponent of the Arnmed Forces of the United
States or of the National Guard who, while on active duty for

training, is killed or dies * * *,
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(1) Mdtor vehicles owned by recipients of the
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor or by forner prisoners of war, or by
spouses of such deceased persons, in accordance with Section
27-19-54 * * x|

(m (i) One (1) private carrier of passengers, as

defined in Section 27-19-3, owned by any religious society,

eccl esi astical body or any congregation thereof * * * which is
used exclusively for such society and not for profit.

(ii) Al rmotor vehicles owned by any such
religious society or any educational institution having a seating
capacity greater than seven (7) passengers and used exclusively
for transporting passengers for religious or educational purposes
and not for profit * * *,

(n) Al notor vehicles primarily used as rental s under
rental agreenents with a termof not nore than thirty (30)
conti nuous days each and under the control of persons who are
engaged in the business of renting such notor vehicles and who are
subject to the tax under Section 27-65-231 * * *,

(o) Antique notorcycles as defined in Section
27-19-47.1 * * *,

(p) One (1) notor vehicle owned by a recipient of the

Purple Heart as provided in Section 27-19-56.5.

(q) Mtor vehicles that are eligible to display an

authentic historical |license plate as provided for in Section

27-19-56. 11.

(3) Any claimfor tax exenption by authority of the
above-nenti oned code sections or by any other |egal authority
shall be set out in the application for the road and bridge
privilege license, and the specific legal authority for such tax
exenption claimshall be cited in said application, and such

authority cited shall be shown by the tax collector on the tax
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receipt as his authority for not collecting such ad val oremt axes,
and the tax collector shall carry forward such information in his
tax collection reports.

(4) Any notor vehicle driven over the highways of this state
to the extent that the owner of such notor vehicle is required to
purchase a road and bridge privilege license in this state, yet
the legal situs of such notor vehicle is |ocated in another state,
shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxes authorized by this chapter

(5) |If a taxpayer shall sell, trade or otherw se dispose of
a vehicle on which the ad val orem and road and bridge privil ege
t axes have been paid in any county in the state, he shall renove
the license plate fromthe vehicle. Such license plate nust be
surrendered to the issuing authority with the correspondi ng tax
receipt, if required, and credit shall be allowed for the taxes
paid for the remaining tax year on like privilege or ad val orem
t axes due on another vehicle owned by the seller or transferor or
by the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child. |If the
seller or transferor does not elect to receive such credit at the
time the license plate is surrendered, the issuing authority shal
issue a certificate of credit to the seller or transferor, or to
the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child, or to any
ot her person, business or corporation, at the direction of the
seller or transferor, for the remaining unexpired taxes prorated
fromthe first day of the nonth followi ng the nonth in which the
|icense plate is surrendered. The total of such credit may be
used by the person or entity to whomthe certificate of credit is
i ssued, regardless of the relative anounts attributed to privilege
taxes or to county, school or nunicipal ad val oremtaxes. Any
credit allowed for taxes due or any certificate of credit issued
may be applied to |ike taxes owed in any county by the person to

whomthe credit is allowed or by the person possessing the
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certificate of credit. No credit, however, shall be allowed on
the charge made for the license plate. Such license plates
surrendered to the tax collector shall be retained by him and in
no event shall such |license plate be attached to any vehicle after
bei ng surrendered to the tax collector, nor shall any license
plate be transferred fromone (1) vehicle to any other vehicle.

(6) |If the person owning a vehicle subject to taxation under
the provisions of this chapter does not operate such vehicle on
t he highways of this state fromthe date of acquisition or, if
previously registered, fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of
the tag and decals to the date on which he nakes application for a
current license tag or decals, he shall pay such ad val oremtax
for a period of twelve (12) nonths beginning with the first day of
the nonth in which he applies for a current license tag or decals
under Chapter 19, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The owner
shall submt an affidavit with an application attesting to the
fact that the vehicle was not operated on the highways of this
state fromthe date of acquisition or, if previously registered,
fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of the tag and decals to the
date on which he makes application for the current |icense tag or
decal s.

(7) Any person found violating any of the provisions of this
section shall be arrested and tried, and if found guilty shall be
fined in an anmount double the total amount of taxes invol ved.

SECTI ON 52. Section 27-61-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-61-23. In order to carry out the purpose of this chapter,

the conmi ssion is hereby authorized and enpowered to pronul gate

and enforce reasonable rules and regul ati ons, and establish
standards for the determ nation of the nunber of mles which a

gal l on of gasoline, diesel fuel, or kerosene would propel the
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different types and wei ghts of vehicles. |In order to carry out

t he purposes of this chapter, the conm ssion is further authorized

and enpowered to determ ne and establish, fromthe best
i nformati on obtainable, the average nunber of mles which each
type or kind of fuel will propel each type or class of vehicle.

SECTI ON 53. Section 27-61-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-61-27. Al reciprocal agreenents entered into by the
conmmi ssi on under the provisions of Section 27-19-143, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, shall be based upon the ternms and provisions of this
chapter insofar as such reciprocal agreenents relate to conmon
carriers of property, contract carriers of property, private
comercial carriers of property, and common or contract carriers
of passengers not liable for the gross receipts tax under Section
27-19-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and full conpliance with the
provi sions of this chapter shall be a condition precedent for the
obtai ning of the benefits of any such reciprocal agreenent by any
i ndi vidual carrier of the classes herein specified. The
commi ssion shall fromtinme to tine, as it deens necessary,

i nvestigate such carriers of the classes herein specified which
are known to nmake regular or frequent trips upon the highways of
this state for the purpose of determ ning whether or not each of
such carriers is conplying with the provisions hereof, and, for

t he purpose of such investigation, the conm ssion shall have the

power and authority to exam ne the books and records of any such
carrier as provided in Section 27-61-15 of this chapter. As the
extension of reciprocity to any carrier is a matter of grace
rather than a matter of right, the burden shall, in all cases, be
upon the carrier in any such investigation to nake proof

sufficient to convince the conm ssion of its full conpliance with

the provisions of this chapter, and unless the comm ssion is so
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convinced, it shall cancel such reciprocal agreenent, insofar as
the specific carrier is concerned, for a period of at |east sixty
(60) days, and until such carrier presents proof sufficient to

convince the comm ssion that it is fully conplying with this

chapter, and, during such period, such carrier shall be denied the
benefits of such agreenent. |If any carrier shall fail or refuse
to produce any receipt, invoice, record, book, paper or other
docunent relating to its tax liability under the provisions of

this chapter when demanded by the comm ssion, or shall fail or

refuse to permt an inspection of its books and records as

provided in Section 27-61-15 hereof, the comm ssion shal

forthwith cancel such reciprocal agreenent, insofar as sane
applied to such carrier, for a period of at |east one hundred
twenty (120) days and until the book, record, or paper is produced
or an inspection thereof permtted; and during such period such
carrier shall be denied the benefits of such agreenment. In al
cases of the cancellation of any such reciprocal agreenent as to

any individual carrier, the comm ssion shall imediately notify

the carrier affected by such cancellation, in witing by
registered mail, and it shall advise the carrier of the reason or
reasons for such cancellation and the period thereof.

The conmi ssion is hereby vested and enpowered with full,

conplete and final discretion to determ ne whether or not any
reci procal agreenent shall be cancelled insofar as any carrier is
concerned, and there shall be no appeal fromits decision, it
bei ng hereby declared that no carrier has any vested rights in
such reci procal agreenents.

SECTI ON 54. Section 27-61-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-61-29. \Wenever, for any reason, the comm ssion shal

cancel the reciprocity of any carrier under any reciprocal
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agreenent, then such carrier may obtain a tenporary notor vehicle

permt fromthe conm ssion for each vehicle owed and operated

whi ch woul d ot herwi se be operated under the benefits of such
reci procal agreenent. Such permts shall be obtained by naking

application therefor to the comm ssion, and they shall be issued

for the period of tinme for which the carrier's reciprocity has
been cancelled. |If, at the end of such period, the carrier is not
then entitled to the benefits of the reciprocal agreenents, no
additional or renewal permt shall be issued to him The carrier
shall pay a fee for each of such permts equal to the
proportionate part of the annual privilege license tax provided in
Sections 27-19-1 through 27-19-167, M ssissippi Code of 1972, plus
an additional ten percent (10% of the proportionate part of such
tax. Al fees so paid shall be for the privilege of using the

hi ghways of this state for the length of time during which the
carrier's reciprocity is cancelled in lieu of the annual privilege
| i cense required under the provisions of * * * Sections 27-19-1

t hrough 27-19-167, and all such fees shall be paid into the sane
fund and distributed in the sane manner provided in * * * Sections
27-19-1 through 27-19-167. The carrier may, instead of obtaining
the permts specified in this section, operate his vehicles by
obtaining trip permts as specified in * * * Sections 27-19-1

t hr ough 27-19-167.

SECTI ON 55. Section 63-5-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-13. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,
the total outside width of any vehicle, exclusive of required
safety devices, or the |oad thereon shall not exceed ei ght and
one-hal f (8-1/2) feet; provided, however, that appurtenances on
recreational vehicles shall be allowed so |long as they are inside

the exterior rearview mrrors of the recreational vehicle or



3131

3132

3133

3134

3135

3136

3137

3138

3139

3140

3141

3142

3143

3144

3145

3146

3147

3148

3149

3150

3151

3152

3153

3154

3155

3156

3157

3158

3159

3160

3161

inside the exterior rearview mrrors of the vehicle towi ng the
recreational vehicle, and such mrrors do not extend further than
necessary to obtain the appropriate field of view

(2) The total outside |load width of any vehicle hauling
unprocessed forest products on public roads, streets or highways,
ot her than interstate hi ghways, shall not exceed nine and one-half
(9-1/2) feet if such products may not be shortened w thout
rendering them usel ess for the end product for which they were
cut; provided, however, the total outside vehicle width of such a
vehi cl e, exclusive of required safety devices and the | oad of such
vehi cl e, shall not exceed eight and one-half (8-1/2) feet.

(3) The total outside width of a farmtractor shall not
exceed ten (10) feet, except that farmtractors shall not be
operated upon the interstate hi ghways w thout a special permt

fromthe M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation.

SECTI ON 56. Section 63-5-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-29. On all highways of the State of M ssissippi except
those referred to in Sections 63-5-31 and 63-5-33, and subject to
the limtations inposed on wheel and axle |oads by Section 63-5-27
and to the further limtations hereinafter specified, the total
conbi ned wei ght (vehicles plus | oad) on any group of axles shal
not exceed the value given in the following table (Table 1),
corresponding to the distance in feet between the extreme axles of
the group, neasured longitudinally to the nearest foot:

Di stance in Feet Between Maxi mum Load in Pounds
the Extrene of Any G oup of Axles Carried on any Group of Axles

4 28, 650

5 29, 650
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3168
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3171
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3180
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3187

3188

3189

3190

3191

3192

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

30, 640

31, 630

32, 610

33, 580

34, 550

35, 510

36, 470

37,420

38, 360

39, 300

40, 280

41, 160

42, 080

42, 990

43, 900

44, 800
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3210

3211

3212
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3214

3215

3216

3217

3218

3219

3220

3221

3222

3223

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36 and greater

45, 700

46, 590

47,470

48, 350

49, 220

50, 090

50, 950

51, 800

52, 650

53, 490

54, 330

55, 160

55, 650

56, 800

57, 650 maxi mum

Moreover, in addition to the per axle weight limtation

specified by Section 63-5-27,

the maxi mum |l oad carried on a
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3250

3251

3252

3253

3254

conbi nati on of vehicles shall be subject to the follow ng
additional limtations: The maximumload carried on any group of
two (2) axles shall not exceed twenty-four thousand (24, 000)
pounds in instances where one or nore of such axles is a driving
axle (that is, an axle turned by the vehicle's engine power).

(2) An axle group shall consist of any two (2) or nore
consecutive axles of any vehicle or conbination of vehicles.

(3) Provided, however, that, subject to the limtations
i nposed on:

(a) Weel, axle |oads, spacing and wei ght by
Sections 63-5-27 and 63-5-33, and
(b) Weight limtations on highways and bridges by
Section 65-1-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, any product produced on
or distributed froma |ocation on any highway within or w thout
the State of M ssissippi may be transported from such pl ace of
production or |ocation of distribution by the nearest route toward
its destination on such highway or highways to a point where such
hi ghway i ntersects a highway previously found or hereafter found
by the conmi ssion to be suitable to carry the maximnumload limts
pursuant to Sections 63-5-33 and 63-5-35; and provided further,
that any goods, materials, and equi pnment actually used in the
supply of an activity of producing, manufacturing or distributing
products on any such highway within the State of M ssissippi may
be transported on such highway to the site of such nanufacture,
production or distribution. However, any penalty assessed agai nst
a vehicle operating under the provisions of this paragraph (3)(b)
shal | be cal cul ated according to the maxi num wei ght whi ch t hat
particular vehicle is legally permtted to transport and not the
maxi mum gross weight limt established for that highway.
Not hi ng herein contained shall be construed to permt

novenents of weights in excess of those provided for in this
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section (63-5-29) over a route or section thereof for the purpose
of a shortcut between two (2) highways found by the conm ssion to
be suitable to carry the maxinumload |limts pursuant to Sections
63-5-33 and 63-5-35 or any other purpose not consistent with the
af orenenti oned provi sions.

Not hing in Sections 63-5-29, and 63-5-34, shall be construed
to inply any general variation fromthe maxi mumweight limtations

desi gnated by the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation other

than specified in Sections 63-5-29 and 63-5- 34.

SECTI ON 57. Section 63-5-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-31. Subject to the limtations inposed on wheel and
axl e | oads by Section 63-5-27, and to the further limtations
herei nafter specified, the total conbined weight (vehicles plus
| oad) on any group of axles shall not exceed the value given in
the following table (Table Il) corresponding to the distance in
feet between the extrenme axles of the group, neasured
|l ongitudinally to the nearest foot, on those highways or parts of

hi ghways found by the M ssissippi Transportation Conmi ssion to be

suitable to carry such increased load imts froman engi neering
st andpoi nt, and so designated as such by order of said comm ssion
entered on its mnutes and published once each week for three
successive weeks in a daily newspaper of general circulation in
this state:
TABLE 1| |

Di stance in Feet Between Maxi mum Load i n Pounds

the Extrene of Any G oup of Axles Carried on Any Group of Axles

4 32, 000
5 32, 000
6 32, 000
7 32, 000
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3300

3301

3302

3303

3304

3305

3306

3307

3308

3309

3310

3311

3312

3313

3314

3315

3316

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

38 and greater

32, 610
33,779
34, 942
36, 097
37, 246
38, 387
39, 522
40, 649
41, 770
42, 883
43, 990
45, 089
46, 182
47, 267
48, 346
49, 417
50, 482
51, 539
52, 590
53, 633
54,670
55, 699
56, 7122
57,737
58, 746
59, 747
60, 742
61, 729
62, 710
63, 683

64, 650 naxi num



3317 Moreover, in addition to the per axle weight limtations
3318 specified by Section 63-5-27, the maxi mum | oad carried on a

3319 conbination of vehicles shall be subject to the foll ow ng

3320 additional limtations: The maxi num|oad carried on any group of
3321 two (2) axles shall not exceed twenty-seven thousand (27, 000)
3322 pounds in instances where one or nore of such axles is a driving
3323 axle (that is, an axle turned by the vehicle' s engine power).
3324 An axl e group shall consist of any two (2) or nore

3325 consecutive axles of any vehicle or conbination of vehicles.

3326 SECTI ON 58. Section 63-5-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
3327 anended as foll ows:

3328 63-5-35. (1) It is the expressed intent of the Legislature

3329 that the M ssissippi Transportati on Comm ssion shall take into

3330 consideration economc factors involving agriculture and industry
3331 within the State of M ssissippi and shall allow such increased
3332 load limts pursuant to Section 63-5-33 for agricultural and

3333 industrial well-being where such is shown to be practical or

3334 necessary.

3335 (2) The M ssissippi Transportation Conmi ssion shal

3336 designate M ssissippi H ghway 32 fromits intersection with U S
3337 Highway 49 at Webb, Tallahatchie County, eastward to Charl eston as
3338 eligible to carry the load limts scheduled in Section 63-5-33,
3339 M ssissippi Code of 1972.

3340 SECTI ON 59. Section 63-5-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
3341 anended as foll ows:

3342 63-5-39. (1) The State Tax Conm ssion and county tax

3343 collectors, upon registering any vehicle under the laws of this
3344 state, when the vehicle is designed and used prinmarily for the

3345 transportation of property or for the transportation of ten (10)
3346 or nore persons, may require such informati on and nmay make such

3347 investigations and tests as nmay be necessary to enable themto
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3375

3376
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3378

det ermi ne whet her such vehicle may safely be operated upon the
hi ghways in conpliance with the provisions of this chapter. No
vehicle shall be registered for a perm ssible gross weight in
excess of the [imtations set forth in this chapter unless a
special permt is obtained as provided in Section 63-5-51, nor
shall any tenporary, trip, or other permt be issued for such
vehicle for a gross weight in excess of the limtations set forth
in this chapter unless such special permt is obtained. Every
vehicle registered shall nmeet the follow ng requirenents:

(a) It shall be equipped with brakes, as required in
Sections 63-7-51 and 63-7-53.

(b) Every notor vehicle to be operated outside of
busi ness and residence districts shall have notive power adequate
to propel, at a reasonable speed, such vehicles and any | oad
thereon or to be drawn thereby.

(2) The State Tax Comm ssion and the county tax collectors

shall insert in the registration card issued for every such
vehicle the gross weight for which it is registered, and, if it is
a notor vehicle to be used for propelling other vehicles, they
shal | separately insert the total perm ssible gross weight of such
vehi cl e and other vehicles to be propelled by it. The

registration card issued for every such vehicle shall be carried

in such vehicle at all tines. They nay also issue a special plate
wi th such gross weight or weights stated thereon, which shall be
attached to the vehicle and displayed thereon at all tinmes. It
shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle or

conbi nati on of vehicles of a gross weight in excess of that for

whi ch registered by the State Tax Commi ssion or the county tax

collector, or in excess of the limtations set forth in this
chapter.

SECTI ON 60. Section 63-5-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
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3407
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amended as foll ows:

63-5-45. The transportation by truck of perishable
commodities of foreign inport discharged at any port in the State
of M ssissippi shall not exceed sixty-four thousand, six hundred
fifty (64, 650) pounds |oad wei ght on vehicles havi ng wheel base
di rensions of not less than forty-five (45) feet, nor nore than
t he maxi num all owed by | aw for any weight. However, such wei ght
and requirenments with respect thereto shall never exceed federal
limtations for the procurenent of federal aid for either
mai nt enance or construction of highways. For vehicles covered by

this section, the Mssissippi Departnment of Transportation nmay

prescri be by regulation, fromtinme to tinme, the nunber of wheels,
axl es, size and pressure of tires, and speed, and other rel ated
requi renents when necessary to such vehicles, which it shall find
and determne to be nost desirable for the protection and safety
of the public highways, considering the size and nature of such
vehicles, all in accordance with federal requirenents.
Transportation permtted under this section shall be limted to
the use of U S. H ghway 90 West fromthe City of Qulfport,

Harri son County, M ssissippi.

SECTI ON 61. Section 63-5-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-47. Mdtor vehicles engaged in transporting conmodities
to or fromtermnal or port facilities on the M ssissippi R ver
may be operated with a total weight and/or size in excess of
limtations which may be specified by |aw, although such size or
weight limtations shall never exceed federal limtations for the
procurenent of federal aid for either naintenance or construction,
or the limtations then in force in any state i nmedi ately adj acent
to the county in which such port or termnal facilities are

| ocat ed, provided that:
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(a) Said nmovenent is wholly within a county which has
therein a bridge across the M ssissippi River.
(b) The operation of such vehicle or vehicles with such

gross wei ght shall first be approved by the M ssi ssippi Depart nent

of Transportation, and a permt issued by said departnent

speci fying the roads, highways or streets within such county over
whi ch such vehicle or vehicles my be operated.

(c) Said commodities have been received at such
termnal or port facilities by water transportation and are
destined for delivery across the bridge or said comopdities have
been received by novenent across the bridge and are to be shi pped
fromsuch term nal by water

The operator of each and every notor vehicle operating under
the provisions of this section shall, at all times, carry the

permt issued by the said Mssissippi Departnent of

Transportation, or a certified copy thereof.

SECTI ON 62. Section 63-7-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-7-61. No person shall sell any new notor vehicle nor
shall any new notor vehicle be registered unless such notor
vehicle is equipped with safety glass throughout.

No person shall replace any glass in any notor vehicle except
with safety gl ass, provided sane can be easily or readily
obt ai ned.

The term "safety glass" shall nean any product conposed of
gl ass, so manufactured, fabricated, or treated as substantially to
prevent shattering and flying of the glass when struck or broken
or such other or simlar product as nay be approved by the
depart nment.

The departnent shall conpile and publish a Iist of types of

gl ass by nanme approved by it as neeting the requirenments of this
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section. The State Tax Comm ssion and county tax coll ectors shal
not regi ster any notor vehicle which is subject to the provisions
of this section unless it is equipped with an approved type of

safety glass, and the State Tax Conm ssion shall suspend the

regi stration of any notor vehicle so subject to this section which
it finds is not so equipped until it is made to conformto the
requi renents of this section

SECTI ON 63. Section 63-7-67, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-7-67. Every solid rubber tire on a vehicle shall have
rubber on its entire traction surface at |east one (1) inch thick
above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery.

No person shall operate or nove on any hi ghway any notor
vehicle, trailer, or semtrailer having any netal tire in contact
wi th the roadway.

No tire on a vehicle noved on a highway shall have on its
peri phery any bl ock, stud, flange, cleat, or spike or any other
pr ot uberances of any material other than rubber which projects
beyond the tread of the traction surface of the tire. However, it
shall be perm ssible to use farmmachinery with tires having
pr ot uberances which will not injure the highway, and it shall be
perm ssible to use tire chains of reasonable proportions upon any
vehi cl e when required for safety because of snow, ice, or other
conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid.

The M ssi ssippi Departnent of Transportation and | ocal

authorities in their respective jurisdictions may, in their

di scretion, issue special permts authorizing the operation upon a
hi ghway of traction engines or tractors having novable tracks with
transverse corrugati ons upon the periphery of such novable tracks
or farmtractors or other farm machi nery, the operation of which

upon a hi ghway woul d ot herwi se be prohibited under this title.
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SECTI ON 64. Section 63-7-87, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

63-7-87. The State Tax Conmi ssion, M ssissippi H ghway

Patrol and other | aw enforcenment agencies are hereby charged with
enf orcenment of Sections 63-7-83 through 63-7-89.

SECTI ON 65. Section 63-21-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-21-7. (1) The State Tax Conm ssion shall prescribe and

provi de suitable forns of applications, certificates of title,
notices of security interests, and all other notices and forns

necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

(2) The State Tax Comr Ssion may:

(a) Promulgate such rules and regul ati ons deened by it
to be appropriate to inplenent the provisions of the chapter.

(b) Make necessary investigations to procure
information required to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

(c) Assign a new vehicle identification nunber to a
vehicle if it has none, or if its vehicle identification nunber is
destroyed or obliterated, and then shall issue a new certificate
of title showing the new identifying nunber or nake an appropriate
endorsenment on the original certificate.

(3) The State Tax Comm ssion shall make avail abl e

i nformation concerning the status of a title on any vehicle as
reflected by the records in a manner as prescribed by the State

Tax Conmmi ssion. Such information supplied by the State Tax

Comm ssi on shall be considered official only if in witing. The

State Tax Comm ssion shall charge the fees as set forth in Section

63-21-63. However, no fee shall be charged M ssissippi |aw
enf orcenment agencies or |aw enforcenent agencies of any other
state when such state furnishes like or simlar information

Wi t hout charge to the State Tax Conmi ssion or other M ssissipp
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| aw enf or cenent agenci es.

SECTI ON 66. Section 63-21-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-21-27. (1) |If a certificate of title is lost, stolen,
mutil ated or destroyed or becones illegible, the first |ienhol der
or, if none, the owner or legal representative of the owner naned
in the certificate, as shown by the records of the State Tax
Comm ssion, shall pronptly nake application for and may obtain a
repl acenent upon furnishing information satisfactory to the
commi ssion. The replacenent certificate of title shall contain
the legend "This is a replacenent certificate and nay be subject
to the rights of a person under the original certificate.” It
shall be mailed to the lienholder naned in it or, if none, to the
owner .

(2) The State Tax Comm ssion shall not issue a new

certificate of title to a transferee upon application made on
repl acenent certificate until fifteen (15) days after receipt of
t he application.
(3) A person recovering an original certificate of title for
whi ch a repl acenent has been issued shall pronptly surrender the

original certificate to the State Tax Conm ssi on.

SECTI ON 67. Section 63-21-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
63-21-51. A lienholder named in a notice of security

interest filed by the State Tax Comm ssion shall, upon witten

request of the owner or of another |ienhol der nanmed on the
certificate, disclose any pertinent information as to his security
agreenent and the indebtedness secured by it.

SECTI ON 68. Section 63-21-63, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-21-63. There shall be paid to the State Tax Conmi ssi on
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for issuing and processing docunents required by this chapter,
fees according to the foll owi ng schedul e:
(1) Each application for certificate of title $4.
(2) Each application for replacenment or
corrected certificate of title 4.

(3) Each suspension or revocation of

certificate of title 4.
(4) Each notice of security interest 4,
(5) Each release of security interest 4,
(6) Each assignnent by |ienhol der 4,

(7) Each application for information as to
the status of the title of a vehicle 4.
The designated agent may add the sum of One Dollar ($1.00)
each document processed for which a fee is charged to be retaine
as his conm ssion for services rendered. Al other fees collect

shall be remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssi on.

If nmore than one (1) transaction be involved in any
application on a single vehicle and if supported by all required

docunents, the fee charged by the State Tax Conm ssion and by th

desi gnat ed agent for processing and issuing shall be considered
only one (1) transaction.

SECTI ON 69. Section 63-21-75, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-21-75. The State Tax Conmission is charged with the

enforcenment of the provisions of this chapter and the comm ssion

i s hereby authorized and enpowered to call upon any and all | aw
enf orcenment agencies and officers of this state for such
assistance as it may deem necessary in order to assure such

enforcenment. It shall be the duty of such | aw enforcenent

agencies and officers to render such assistance to the State Tax

Comm ssi on when cal |l ed upon by the comm ssion to so do.

00

00

00

00

00

00

00
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SECTI ON 70. Section 63-23-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-23-7. Prior to disposition of an abandoned notor vehicle
any autonobile deal er, wecker service or repair service owner, or
any person on whose property such a vehicle is lawfully towed at
the witten request of a | aw enforcenment officer, shall inquire of

the State Tax Conmmi ssion as to status of the vehicle in regard to

the M ssissippi Mdtor Vehicle Title Law. Said inquiry shal
provi de the description of the vehicle including the vehicle

identification nunber. Upon request of the State Tax Conmm Ssion,

satisfactory evidence nust be furnished as to abandonnment in
conpliance with this chapter. Upon receipt of notification of the

foregoing, the State Tax Conmm ssion shall advise any autonobile

deal er, wecker service or repair service owner, or any person on
whose property such a vehicle is lawfully towed at the witten
request of a | aw enforcenent officer, of proper titling
procedures, where indicated, depending upon nethod of disposition
of the vehicle.

SECTION 71. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-19-3, 27-19-11, 27-19-15,
27-19-31, 27-19-39, 27-19-41, 27-19-45, 27-19-46, 27-19-47.1,
27-19-48, 27-19-49, 27-19-55, 27-19-56, 27-19-56.1, 27-19-56.5,
27-19-56.9, 27-19-56.10, 27-19-56.11, 27-19-56.12, 27-19-56.15,
27-19-56.16, 27-19-56.17, 27-19-56.18, 27-19-56.19, 27-19-56. 20,
27-19-56. 21, 27-19-56.22, 27-19-56.23, 27-19-56.24, 27-19-56. 27,
27-19-56. 28, 27-19-56.29, 27-19-56.30, 27-19-56.31, 27-19-57,
27-19-63, 27-19-87, 27-19-95, 27-19-101, 27-19-103, 27-19-119,
27-19-121, 27-19-125, 27-19-127, 27-19-137, 27-19-303, 27-19-313,
27-19-316, 27-19-333, 27-51-13, 27-51-41, 27-61-23, 27-61-27,
27-61-29, 63-5-13, 63-5-29, 63-5-31, 63-5-35, 63-5-39, 63-5-45,
63-5-47, 63-7-61, 63-7-67, 63-7-87, 63-21-7, 63-21-27, 63-21-51,
63-21-63, 63-21-75 AND 63-23-7, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE DEFI NI TI ON OF CERTAIN TERMS I N THE H GAWAY PRI VI LEGE
TAX LAW TO REVI SE THE H GAMWAY PRI VI LEGE TAX SCHEDULE FOR CERTAI N
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CARRI ERS OF PROPERTY; TO | NCREASE THE NUMBER OF LETTERS OR NUMBERS
THAT MAY BE PLACED ON MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS; TO AUTHORI ZE
MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS OR PLATES TO BE DI G TALLY PRI NTED
COMVENCI NG W TH THE 2002 | SSUE; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF

DUPLI CATE PERSONALI ZED LI CENSE TAGS THAT MAY NOT BE DI SPLAYED AT
THE REAR OF A VEH CLE OR BE UTI LI ZED AS A REPLACEMENT FOR A
PERSONALI ZED LI CENSE TAG TO PROVI DE THAT THE ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR
CERTAI'N DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS SHALL BE REM TTED
TO THE STATE TAX COWM SSI ON ON A MONTHLY BASI S AS PRESCRI BED BY
THE STATE TAX COMM SSI ON; TO | NCREASE THE ADDI TI ONAL FEE REQUI RED
TO BE COLLECTED FOR | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS

DI SPLAYI NG THE EMBLEM OF PUBLI C UNI VERSI TI ES LOCATED | N OTHER
STATES; TO PROVI DE THAT PROCEEDS FROM THE | NCREASED FEE SHALL BE
DEPCSI TED TO THE CREDI T OF THE STATE H G-MAY FUND AND EXPENDED
SOLELY FOR THE REPAI R, MAI NTENANCE, CONSTRUCTI ON AND

RECONSTRUCTI ON OF HI GHWAYS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF

DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS DI SPLAYI NG THE EMBLEM OF PRI VATE

UNI VERSI TI ES LOCATED | N OTHER STATES; TO PROVI DE THAT | T SHALL NOT
BE UNLAWFUL FOR THE COUNTY NAME ON A MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE PLATE
TO BE PARTI ALLY OR COVPLETELY OBSTRUCTED FROM VI EW BY ANY OBJECT,
DECAL, STICKER OR LI CENSE PLATE BRACKET OR HOLDER, TO AUTHORI ZE
THE | SSUANCE OF ONE ADDI TI ONAL DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG TO

RECI PI ENTS OF THE PURPLE HEART MEDAL; TO PROVI DE THAT THERE SHALL
BE NO EXEMPTI ON FROM AD VALOREM TAXES, PRI VI LEGE TAXES AND OTHER
TAXES AND FEES FOR SUCH ADDI TI ONAL DI STI NCTI VE TAG TO MAKE
CERTAI'N TECHNI CAL CHANGES TO, AND UPDATE CERTAI N REFERENCES I N,
THE LAWS THE STATE TAX COMM SSI ON ADM NI STERS REGARDI NG MOTOR
VEHI CLES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE
X X

Wlliam R M nor Bobby Mbak

X X

Hob Bryan Tyrone Ellis

X X

Gray Tol lison Har vey Mbss



