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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

MADAM PRESI DENT AND MR. SPEAKER

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the
followi ng entitled BILL:

S. B. No. 2525: Crabs; revise resident and nonresi dent conmerci al
crabber |icenses and fees.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the follow ng report and recomendati on:

1. That the House recede fromits Amendnent No. 1.

2. That the Senate and House adopt the foll owi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. The follow ng section shall be codified as
Section 49-15-92, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

49-15-92. (1) Any person who feloniously steals, takes and
carries away crab traps or the property of another used to catch
saltwater crabs fromcrab traps is guilty of a m sdeneanor, and on
conviction shall be fined Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200.00) for the
first offense; Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) for the second
of fense; and One Thousand Dol l ars ($1, 000.00) for the third and
subsequent offenses or may be inprisoned in the county jail for a
termnot to exceed ninety (90) days, or both fine and
i npri sonment .

(2) This section shall not apply to any person who renoves
crab traps that are illegally placed or in an illegal |ocation.
This section shall not apply to any person who cat ches abandoned
crab traps in a shrinp trawl, keeps the crab traps aboard the

vessel and properly disposes of the crab traps.
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SECTION 2. (1) It is unlawful for any person, firmor
corporation to engage in the commercial harvesting of crabs,
oysters, shrinp, bait shrinp or saltwater fish in marine waters
north of the CSX Railroad in Harrison and Hancock Counties except
for the taking of live bait shrinp as may be all owed by the
commi ssion after the departnent conducts sanpling studies.

(2) For a first offense, a violation of this section is
puni shable by a fine of One Thousand Dol lars ($1,000.00). For a
second viol ati on and subsequent vi ol ati ons when such viol ati ons
are committed within three (3) years of the first offense, a
person shall be fined Two Thousand Dol |l ars ($2, 000. 00).

SECTI ON 3. Section 49-15-86, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-15-86. * * * Each person catching or taking any saltwater
crabs in the waters of the State of M ssissippi for conmmercial
pur poses shall obtain a |icense fromthe comm ssion and shall pay

the follow ng annual * * * |icense fees:

(a) Resident fee of Seventy Dollars ($70.00) for each

boat; * * *

(b) Nonresident * * * fee of One Hundred Sixty Dollars

($160.00) for each boat * * *;

(c) At least one (1) person on each boat nust have a

crab fishernen captain's license or be naned as an alternate on

the captain's license. The resident captain's license fee is Five

Dollars ($5.00). The nonresident captain's license fee is Forty

Dol lars ($40.00);: and

(d) |If applicable, the conmm ssion shall establish

reci procal nonresident fees according to Section 49-15-30.

* * %

SECTION 4. Section 49-15-84, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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49-15-84. (1) The comm ssion shall coordinate with the Gulf
Coast Research Laboratory in the devel opnent of an ordi nance for
t he purpose of taking Callinectes sapidus (blue crab) or allied
species. The ordinance shall include provisions for the
establ i shnent of size limts for individual or market use as well
as establishing | egal harvest size for the cultivating of peeler
crabs and soft-shell crabs.

(2) The comm ssion shall establish m ninum specifications
for crab traps and shall require buoys of adequate size which are
identified as to the owner of the buoys and traps. Wthin the

bays and bayous recreational crabbers nay use no nore than six (6)

crab traps per household. Al recreational crab traps shall be

attached to a fixed structure. The taking of crabs with drop nets

is permtted without a |icense.

(3) It is unlawful to catch, hold or have in possession any
femal e sponge crab or any fenale crab bearing visible eggs at any
time wwthin marine waters. It is not unlawful to catch those
crabs unintentionally, if the crabs are immediately returned to
t he water.

SECTION 5. Section 97-17-58, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
establishes penalties for theft of crab pots, is repeal ed.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO CREATE CCDE SECTI ON 49-15-92, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR THE THEFT OF CRAB TRAPS; TO
PROH BI T COMMERCI AL CRABBI NG NORTH OF THE CSX RAI LROAD, TO PROVI DE
A PENALTY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-15-84, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE RECREATI ONAL CRAB TRAPS TO BE ATTACHED TO A FI XED
STRUCTURE; TO REPEAL SECTION 97-17-58, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
VH CH ESTABLI SHES PENALTI ES FOR THEFT OF CRAB POTS; TO AVEND
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SECTI ON 49- 15-86, M SSI SSI PPI

CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE

LI CENSI NG OF | NDI VI DUAL COMVERCI AL CRABBERS; TO DELETE FEE
AUTHORI ZED FOR RECREATI ONAL CRABBERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE

X

Billy Hewes 111

X

Tomry A. CGollott

X

T. O Mffatt

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE

X

Jam e Creel

X

JimEllington

X

Billy Broonfield



