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Senat or (s) Burton To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 68

A RESCLUTI ON URG NG THE PRESI DENT AND THE CONGRESS OF THE
UNI TED STATES TO | NCREASE FUNDI NG FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON FROM AN
AVERAGE FEDERAL SHARE OF 12% NATI ONW DE TO THE 40% LEVEL
AUTHORI ZED BY THE | NDI VI DUALS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES EDUCATI ON ACT.

VWHEREAS, speci al education progranms serving students with
disabilities provide essential services to children and their
famlies; and

VWHEREAS, state and | ocal educational agencies are nandated by
federal law to provide a free appropriate public education for
children with disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, the architects of America's Constitution and Bill of
Ri ghts constructed a uni que form of federalismunder which the
peopl e del egated to the national governnment certain limted powers
while reserving all other authority to the states and the peopl e;
t he powers of the two governnent |evels were carefully bal anced
and each had distinct roles with nost day-to-day functions being
|l eft at the level closest to the people; the founders expected
state power to rival national power; and

VWHEREAS, the states were and are well aware of the
constitutional obligation to provide public education for children
with disabilities; many of the states enacted constitutionally
sound speci al education laws prior to enactnent in 1975 by
Congress of Public Law 94-142, the Education for Al Handi capped
Children Act, known since 1990 as the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act or IDEA; nearly six mllion American

children recei ve special education services provided by the states
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at a cost of alnobst $40 Billion, only about $5.7 Billion of which
is federal noney; and

VWHEREAS, enactnent of the IDEA transferred decisions about
the ways in which special education services would be provided
fromstate capitals to Washington, D.C.; in an effort to alleviate
the intrusion that transfer of control over special education had
upon an area traditionally reserved to the states, the Act
aut hori zed appropriation of a sumequal to 40% of the average per
pupi | expenditure for general education pupils; congressional
appropriations have never conme near the authorization |evel; and

VWHEREAS, costs associated with serving children with
disabilities continue to rise, and neeting those substantial costs
requires a strong partnership between |ocal, state, and federal
governnments; and

VWHEREAS, underfundi ng of special education prograns affects
the quality of services provided to children with disabilities;
and

VWHEREAS, underfunding results in local school districts
redirecting resources that could otherw se be used for al
chil dren; and

VWHEREAS, according to recent estimates, M ssissippi received
$52, 992, 000. 00 from Congress for Part B services under |DEA;, and

VWHEREAS, if Congress would fully fund its commtnent, in
fiscal year 2002, M ssissippi would receive $159, 115, 000. 00; and

VWHEREAS, the federal commtnent to states and localities
under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act to
contribute 40% of the excess costs of providing a free appropriate
publ i c education has never been fulfilled; and

VWHEREAS, despite recent large increases in federal special
education funding, the federal share is still less than one-half
the original conmtnent to states and |localities:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PP, That the Senate urges the United States Congress and
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Presi dent George W Bush to increase funding for special education
so that the statutory goal of providing up to 40% of the national
average per-pupil expenditure required to serve children and youth
with disabilities be achieved within the next three years.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State send
copies of this resolution to President George W Bush, the nenbers
of the M ssissippi Congressional Delegation, the National
Conference of State Legislatures, the State Board of Educati on,
and the State Superintendent of Education, and be made avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.
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