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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 60

A RESCLUTI ON WELCOM NG THE NI GERI AN- EDO STATE DELEGATI ON
PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE LEG SLATI VE ORI ENTATI ON AND DEMOCRACY
STRENGTHENI NG PROGRAM AND EXTENDI NG THE BEST W SHES OF THE SENATE.

VWHEREAS, we in the Senate have been honored in the final
weeks of the 2001 Regul ar Session by the presence of a
di stingui shed del egation of legislators and public officials from
the State of Edo, Nigeria, who are participating in a MCD/ United
States State Departnment sponsored | egislative strengthening
program for N gerian governnental |eaders; and

VWHEREAS, this program consists of a governnental study tour
of representative operations in the United States, including the
M ssi ssi ppi Legi sl ature; and

VWHEREAS, EDO State was created in 1991 out of the fornmer
Bendel State. Edo State is bounded in the south by Delta State,
in the west by Ondo State, in the north by Kogi State and in the
east by Kogi and Ananbra States. It occupies a |and area of about
17,802 square kilonmeters. Fromthe 1991 census the state has a
popul ati on of 2,159,848. The original request for the creation of
Edo State was presented to the National Assenbly in Lagos on July
16, 1981, by a del egati on headed by the Cba of Benin, Om n' Cba
Eredi auwa. A steering commttee had earlier been set up to work
out proposals for the state's creation. Bendel State was one of
the oldest political entities in Nigeria, having started out life
as the M dwest Region created by referendum August 9, 1963, and
excised fromthe then-Wstern Region, it then becane known as
M dwest State, and then as Bendel State (a contraction of the

phrase BENin DELta). As tine went on, the "federal character”
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provision for the sharing of federal

revenue anongst the states in

t he Federation was hanpering the growth and devel opnent of the

state.

Al t hough the demand for the creation of the state did not

cone to fruition in the Second Republic, this demand | ed the

Babangi da regine to split the then Bendel

State into two parts --

one which had an Edo-speaking majority (Edo State), and the other

whi ch had a nore heterogeneous m x of ethnic groups (Delta State).

Wth the creation of Edo State,

t he dream of the Edo-speaking

peopl es and other groups in the territory for a separate identity

and entity was finally fulfilled; and

WHEREAS, Edo State is one of the nore honbgenous states in

Ni geri a.

the various groups in the state points to this fact.

The cultural and linguistic affinities that exist anong

A lot of the

communities in the state trace their roots to the ancient kingdom

of Benin. Custons, buri al

dress tend to be sim/lar throughout the state.

rites, diet and traditional

nodes of

The political

pattern and behavi or were based on a system under which both

nmonar chi al and republican ideas flourished in an integrated

manner. The nonar chi al

(or chieftaincy) systemrevol ved | argely

on prinmogeniture, while the republican elenment was reflected in

the free selection by villages and communities of elders; and

VWHEREAS, the Edo State list of participants is as foll ows:

MCl D/ USAI D SPONSCRED

M E. Egbadon

.0 Pally Iriase

Dauda Abu

El i zabeth 1 ghodaro (Ms.)
Esohe Jacobs (Ms.)

Davi d |yoha

Vi ct or Edos Ebonoyi

Her bertta Okonofua-Ayu (Ms.)
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Speaker and Chairman SWC
Deputy Speaker

Legi sl at or

Legi sl at or

Legi sl at or

Legi sl at or

Commi ssi oner for Information,
Yout hs and Sports

Conmmi ssi oner for Wnen Affairs
and Soci al Devel opnent
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Csagi e | ze-1yanu Chief of Staff, Govt. House,
Edo State

Egbe Evbuomwan Director, Legislative Matters,
Edo State

EDO STATE SPONSORED

Pet er Ekhat or Legi sl at or

Sanson Csagi e Legi sl at or

Benjamn d ajina Legi sl at or

Akher e Ugbesi a Legi sl at or

Fati ma Aki nbam (Ms.) Judge of the Hi gh Court of
Edo State

VWHEREAS, the Covernor of Edo State, the Honorabl e Governor
Chi ef Lucky Igbinedion, is a graduate of Jackson State University,
whi ch gives our Capitol a special tie to this del egation; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
participation of these respected officials froma visiting state
who have shown their interest in our Mssissippi Legislature and
who are in the process of organizing their own denocratic
gover nnent :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby wel come the Edo State, N geria,
del egation participating in the Legislative Orientation and
Denocracy Strengthening Program and extend the best w shes of the
M ssi ssi ppi Senate as these respected public officials inplenent
t he denocratization of their republic.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to the Honorabl e Governor Lucky |gbinedion, the
Honor abl e M E. Egbadon, Speaker and Chairman of the SWC, and the
Honor abl e Fati ma Adi nbam, Judge of the Hi gh Court of Edo State,

and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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