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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 53

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE CAREER OF DAVID J. DENNI'S, A
LEADER I N THE FI ELD OF STUDENT LI TERACY

VWHEREAS, President and CEO of Positive Innovations, Inc., and
Project Director for The Southern Initiative of the Al gebra
Project, Inc., M. David J. Dennis is a cum | aude graduate of
Dillard University, New Ol eans, Louisiana, and received his Juris
Doctorate fromthe University of Mchigan Law School; and

VWHEREAS, he was involved in the practice of |aw before
becom ng associated with the Al gebra Project, a mathematics
|iteracy program designed to increase the proportion of urban,
inner city and rural students who conpl ete al gebra and hi gher
| evel mathematics, enter college and | ater becone | eading
contributors to the progress of their communities and society; and

VWHEREAS, since joining the Al gebra Project in 1991, he has
drawn on the organi zi ng experiences of the 1960's to devel op and
i npl enent a regi onal concept to support the activities of the
project in 16 southern sites located in six states - M ssissippi,
Al abama, Arkansas, Louisiana, South Carolina and North Carolina.
During the 1998-1999 year, these sites included 15 school
districts, 45 participating schools and 98 teachers who provided
instruction to over 4,000 students. This regional nodel has
yi el ded many positive results - the connectedness brought on by
col | aborative efforts has (1) enhanced |ocal capacity anong and
bet ween st akehol ders and prograns at the respective sites; (2)
maxi m zed their use of funding sources; and (3) hel ped to devel op
nodel s of professional devel opnment, comrmunity devel opnent and
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youth initiatives. These nodels have evol ved fromthe
phi | osophi cal prem se that "there can be no school reform w thout
comunity reform (David Dennis). The comon denom nator which
drives the efforts in the south and which is the basis for this
phi | osophi cal underpinning is the children, i.e., the young people
at stake. They becone the driving force around which al
activities are focused and provide the necessary conmon ground
Wi thin the various communities. This nodel for conmmunity reform
ai mred at school reformcontinues to be proven as an effective
met hod for creating a conmunity of stakehol ders who
col | aboratively create solutions to problens involving students as
they attenpt to navigate the many obstacles in their continuing
struggle for citizenship and equality; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to his work in the south, M. Dennis has
been actively involved in the formation of the National Al gebra
Project and is often a guest speaker, conducting infornmational
wor kshops t hroughout the country; he has been witten about and
interviewed in nunmerous publications, filnms and docunentaries; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
acconpl i shnents and dedi cated service in the field of literacy to
students in the State of M ssissippi and in the South:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend the career of David J.
Dennis, a leader in the field of student and adult literacy, and
wi sh himcontinued success as he assists the State of M ssissipp
inthe field of education reform

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

furnished to David J. Dennis and be nmade avail able to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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