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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 48

A RESCLUTI ON URG NG THE DEPARTMENT OF | NTERI OR AND SECRETARY
GALE NORTON TO RECONSI DER THE RULE REGARDI NG PERSONAL WATERCRAFT
USE W THI N THE NATI ONAL PARK SYSTEM

VWHEREAS, in Septenber 1998, the National Park Service
proposed regul ations that would prohibit personal watercraft (PWC)
use in units of the National Park System unless a determ nation
was made that such use is appropriate based on that unit's
enabling |l egislation, resources and val ues, other visitor uses and
overal | managenent objectives; and

VWHEREAS, this proposed rule was posted in the Federal
Regi ster with a sixty-day comrent period and the final rule was
adopted and becane effective on April 20, 2000; and

VWHEREAS, the final rule allowed for a two-year grace period
to evaluate the inpact of personal watercraft use; and

VWHEREAS, Superintendent Eubanks of the Gulf |slands Nati onal
Seashore has announced that, based upon the information currently
avai l abl e, the Seashore intends to allow the regul ation
prohibiting the use of personal watercraft wthin the boundaries
of the Seashore to go into effect on April 22, 2002; and

VWHEREAS, continued access by personal watercraft owners and
their famlies in our national parks is extrenely inportant and
clearly intended by the National Park Service rule; and

VWHEREAS, personal watercraft owners and their famlies should
be allowed to enjoy the beautiful scenery and recreational
opportunities at our | akes and seashores regardl ess of whether
t hey choose to do so on a personal watercraft or other type of

boat; and
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VWHEREAS, access by personal watercraft to our national parks
is also vital to | ocal econom es and snmall businesses nationw de;
and

VWHEREAS, sone national parks are banning personal watercraft
outright w thout exam ning options to allow for their continued
use and wi thout the open and transparent process envisioned by the
Nat i onal Park Service rule; and

VWHEREAS, owners of personal watercraft should not be
di scri m nated agai nst and singled out on navigable waters where
notorized boating is allowed; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's barrier islands are unique in the fact
that the node of transportation used for access to the islands is
predom nantly by watercraft and cannot be accessed by autonobil es;
and

WHEREAS, the Legislature is deeply concerned about the
negati ve econom c i npact these unilateral bans on personal
watercraft will have on the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby urge the Departnent of Interior and
Secretary Gale Norton to reconsider the rule regarding the use of
personal watercraft within the National Park System

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Secretary Gale Norton, Superintendent Eubanks of the
@l f Islands National Seashore, and the M ssissippi congressional

del egati on.
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