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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 29

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG NEW ALBANY M DDLE
SCHOOL SPECI AL EDUCATI ON TEACHER, SANDY KENT, UPON HER SELECTI ON
AS THE NEW ALBANY SCHOOL DI STRI CT TEACHER OF THE YEAR 2001.

WHEREAS, Sandy Kent has been nom nated and sel ected by
faculty nenbers, admnistrators and citizens as the New Al bany
Muni ci pal Separate School District Teacher of the Year 2001 and
candidate for the statewi de M ssissippi Teacher of the Year Award;
and

VWHEREAS, Sandy, a special education teacher at New Al bany
M ddl e School, has taught special education for 25 years; and

WHEREAS, when Sandy first applied for a position with the New
Al bany Gty Schools at Mattie Thonpson El enentary School, she said
she had never heard of |earning disabilities and was asked by the
principal if she would be willing to take courses to get certified
to teach this class. She did not hesitate and was thrilled to
enter a new area of education; and

VWHEREAS, eventually, self-contained students were added to
her resource class offering new and rewardi ng chal | enges, and
after ten years on staff, she was reassigned to the Trainable
Mental |y Retarded self-contained class at New Al bany M ddl e
School ; and

VWHEREAS, while Sandy was sonmewhat hesitant, she did give it a
try and found that she loved it trenendously. The class has since
evolved into a nmulti-handi capped class. "It was quite different
to the special education class | started out wwth 25 years ago,"
she said. "M students are challenged with the nost severe of
di sabilities"; and
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VWHEREAS, the job is physically and nental |y demandi ng, but
Sandy has found it to be very rewarding and is pleased to provide
educational services that nmake her students eager to conme to
school, and to win the trust of her students' parents to provide
the services they need; and

VWHEREAS, Sandy's sel ection as Teacher of the Year is a true
testanment to her devotion to her students and their parents, her
dedi cation to the teaching profession, and is an exanple for al
begi nning teachers in the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate New Al bany
M ddl e School Special Education Teacher Sandy Kent upon her
sel ection as the New Al bany School District Teacher of the Year
2001, and w sh her success in her application for M ssissipp
Teacher of the Year and in her future professional endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Ms. Kent and furnished to New Al bany Superi nt endent
of Schools, Dr. Charles Garrett, Jr., and be nmade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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