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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 21

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE PUBLI C POLI CY SERVI CE OF ALPHA
KAPPA ALPHA SORORI TY AND CONGRATULATI NG I'T ON THE OCCASI ON OF
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA DAY AT THE STATE CAPI TOL.

VWHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Inc., (AKA) was founded
at Howard University in Washington, D.C., in 1908. 1In a period of
fifty years, Al pha Kappa Al pha grew from one undergraduate group
of nine nenbers to a national organization with an active
menber ship of nore than 10, 000; and

VWHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority presently boasts a
menbership of nore than 100, 000 col | ege-educated wonen and i s now
recogni zed as an international organization involved in world and
comunity affairs; and

VWHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority provides grants,
schol arships and fellowships inits efforts to support students
nationwi de. Dr. Norma Sol onon Wiite, the international president,
has six target areas, to wit: Education (The Ivy Akadeny and the
On-Track Mentoring Progranm); Health (the Child Health |Insurance
Program and the Buckle Up Progran); The Black Fam |y (AKA Coat
Day); Economi cs (the Black Dol |l ar Day Canpaigns); The Arts
(preserving African American Misic); and Leadership Devel opnent
(1 eadershi p workshops and the Leadership Fell ows Progran); and

VWHEREAS, for many years Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Inc., has
been involved in public policy issues that inpact the |lives of
great nunbers of African Americans. Consequently, a public policy
standi ng conm ttee known as the Connection Commttee was created;

the Connection Conmittee, appointed by the international
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president, is conposed of a chairman and a representative from
each of the ten regions; and

VWHEREAS, the purpose of the Connection Commttee includes (1)
identifying and studying |local, state and national issues which
i npact upon the quality of life for all mankind, and (2) designing
strategies for comuni cations with the nmenbership regarding
advocacy issues. In this regard, a najor strategy devel oped by
t he Connection Conmttee, in addition to the annual M1 I ennial
Public Policy Conference, is holding an Al pha Kappa Al pha Day at
the State Capitol; and

VWHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha nmenbers throughout the State of
M ssissippi will convene at the State Capitol March 7, 2001, to
advocate issues that inpact the lives of people in their
respective communities. Enphasis for the 2001 AKA Day at the
State Capitol will be (1) a dial ogue regardi ng reapportionnent,
redistricting and the probabl e inpact on the African American
community, and (2) a discussion/information period to determ ne
the types of voting nmachines in our state, the problens, if any,
Wi th accuracy, the nunber of discarded votes and proposed reforns
to inprove the voting system before the next general election; and

VWHEREAS, as a result, Ronnie Misgrove, Governor of the State
of M ssissippi, proclained March 7, 2001, as Al pha Kappa Al pha Day
at the State Capitol; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize the civic
contributions, grants, schol arships and fell owshi ps made avail abl e
by this respected organi zati on:

NOW THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend the public policy service
of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Inc., and congratulate this
organi zati on on the occasion of Al pha Kappa Al pha Day at the State

Capitol, March 7, 2001
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58 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
59 presented to the steering conmttee representatives of AKA

60 Sorority and be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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