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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 586

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE CAREER OF DR A. B
BRI TTON, Pl ONEER FOR HEALTH CARE AND CIVIL RI GHTS I N M SSI SSI PPI

WHEREAS, Dr. A.B. Britton of Jackson, M ssissippi, saw his
first patient in 1948 in his Farish Street office building that
bears his nanme; and

VWHEREAS, he has since becone a health care pioneer in the
bl ack community, a civil rights |leader and a man of vision; and

VWHEREAS, he can describe the last mnutes of the life of
storied human rights activist, Medgar Evers, who acknow edged his
presence in the emergency room before expiring; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi born, raised in Jackson, educated in New
O | eans and Washington, D.C. (Howard University), the physician
has spent a lifetine serving nedicine and soci ety simultaneously,
cutting through "white paper” red tape and racial barriers with
one hand and birthing babies with the other; and

VWHEREAS, he has held office wwth and/or served on the G vil
Ri ghts Conm ssion and virtually every one of the state's nost
prestigi ous nedi cal organi zations, as well as M ssissippi branches
of national physicians' groups; and

VWHEREAS, in the 1950s and 1960s, Britton was at the forefront
of the integration of Baptist, St. Domnic's and H nds Ceneral
(now Central M ssissippi Medical Center) hospitals; and

VWHEREAS, his inprint is on the cornerstone of a
nurse-m dwi fery school at University Medical Center (only the
third such school in the nation) and, under his |eadership, nore
than one Head Start program has gotten a | eg up; and
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VWHEREAS, during the volatile 1960s, an era rife with
denonstrations, Britton was also a key player on the lines of
confrontation; and

VWHEREAS, the doctor's forays into the world of politics
placed himin circles with the |likes of Robert Kennedy, w th whom
he becane friends; he recalls once telling Kennedy that he didn't
have to travel to the Delta to witness poverty in M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, the doctor's testinonials have been recorded in the
Li brary of Congress, and for years, Britton's health records were
used as a national and state barometer for illnesses affecting the
poor; and

VWHEREAS, the son of a Methodist mnister who was born in
1865, the doctor says, "My people were here before the state was
even forned"; and

VWHEREAS, these days, Britton attends to patients four days a
week in his office of 53 years, notoring down a street that sports
an official "H storic District" banner; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
acconpl i shnments of this M ssissippian whose | eadership in the
field of nmedical education and race relations is a matter of
record:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the career of Dr. A B. Britton of Jackson
M ssi ssi ppi, pioneer for health care and civil rights in
M ssi ssippi, and wish himand his famly continued success in
their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to Dr. Britton and be nade available to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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