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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 582

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG REVEREND EARL WARD FOR HI' S
DEVOTED M NI STRY AND CONGRATULATI NG HI M UPON THE OCCASI ON OF H' S
23RD- YEAR ANNI VERSARY OF DEDI CATED SERVI CE TO ST. JOHN M B. CHURCH
OF UTI CA, M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, Reverend Earl Ward was born in Rankin County,
M ssissippi, to the |ate Sanmuel "Doc" Ward and Melissa Bozenan
Ward on Septenber 25, 1920, and he is the fifth child of nine
siblings born to this union; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Earl Ward was united in holy matrinony to
the lovely Ms. Earnestine Hol conmb on July 4, 1946, and they were
bl essed with five beautiful children: Wnda Joyce Ward- Mbncure,
Earl W Ward, Jr., Connett H Ward, Antoniques S. Ward and Kei si
Debora B. Ward; and

VWHEREAS, they are the proud grandparents of seventeen
grandchi l dren and fourteen great-grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, he was called into the mnistry in the |ate 1950s
and has renmai ned a dedi cated and faithful clergyman; and

VWHEREAS, he is the Pastor of St. John MB. Church in Uica,
M ssi ssi ppi, where he has served from March 1978 until the
present; he was el ected Pastor of Morning Star M B. Church in
Star, M ssissippi, July 1980, and currently serves as their
Honorary Pastor; and

VWHEREAS, under Rev. Earl Ward's | eadership, bible class was
organi zed, third Sunday worship service was established for the
youth in the community, and Rev. Janes Roby, Jr., was elected as

Assi stant Pastor of St. John M B. Church; and
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VWHEREAS, he often invited the youth to attend St. John's
wor shi p service, especially those whom he observed playing in the
streets while on his way to church; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend and Ms. Earl Ward's perpetual |ove and
concern i s conpassionately shown toward those readily in need; and

VWHEREAS, many tinmes after worship service, Reverend and Ms.
Earl Ward, acconpani ed by sone of the deacons, visited the sick
and shut-ins to adm nister the Lord s Supper; and

VWHEREAS, occasionally ill, Reverend Earl VWard insisted on
conducti ng Sunday norni ng worshi p services because of his
obligation to God, famly, and his congregation; and

WHEREAS, Reverend and Ms. Earl Ward's | eadership is
exenplified beyond the boundaries of their hone, but is preval ent
t hr oughout the community; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Earl Ward taught bible studies at other
churches within the surrounding area, such as: PilgrimRest MB.
Church and Salem M B. Church in Terry, M ssissippi, and d ear
Creek #2 M B. Church in Crystal Springs, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Earl Ward often expressed his | ove and
appreciation for the nusical talent of the Junior and Senior
Choirs of St. John M B. Church; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Earl Ward's willful labor in the mnistry
was al ways supported by his wife, who wal ked whol eheartedly with
hi m wi t hout reservation; and

VWHEREAS, upon reflection of the life of Reverend Earl Ward
and his | oyal and devoted wfe, Ms. Earnestine Holconb Ward, it
can be said that their tenure has truly been a blessing to St.
John M B. Church; and

VWHEREAS, under the tirel ess devotion and unselfish |eadership
of Reverend and Ms. Earl Ward, St. John MB. Church is assured in
knowi ng that the steps of a good nman are ordered by the Lord; and

he delighteth in his way; and
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VWHEREAS, the congregation of St. John M B. Church honors
Reverend Earl Ward on March 4, 2001, for twenty-three years of
dedi cat ed service; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that the Legislature of the
State of M ssissippi recognize and commend the dedi cated and
devoted service of the citizens of this state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend Reverend Earl Ward for his mnistry and
service to St. John M B. Church and the surrounding comunity, and
wi sh himcontinued success in his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to Reverend Earl Ward.
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