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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 574

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO CREATE A STUDY TASK FORCE TO
DEVELOP A STRATEQ C | NI TI ATI VE FOR FOREST- BASED ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT; TO DI RECT THE TASK FORCE TO MAKE A WRI TTEN REPORT OF
| TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMMVENDATI ONS BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2001; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi has significant and
abundant forest |ands; and

WHEREAS, forests are a vital part of the state's econony,
character and heritage; and

WHEREAS, forests define our state's natural environment by
supporting animal and plant life, and by contributing to the
quality of the water and soil of the state; and

WHEREAS, the forests of the state provide our citizens with
recreational, cultural and aesthetic pleasures; and

VWHEREAS, the forest industry has |ong enpl oyed countl ess
citizens, supported many of the state's communities, and
contributes to the state's econony and trade; and

VWHEREAS, there is a need for a conprehensive, coordinated
strategic plan to maxi m ze the potential of our state's forest
resources; and

VWHEREAS, the Forestry and WIldlife Research Center at
M ssi ssippi State University, the M ssissippi Devel opnent
Aut hority, the M ssissippi Forestry Conm ssion and ot hers have
i ndi vidual ly studi ed and nade recomendati ons on vari ous
initiatives to inprove the use of our state forests:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

a joint special study task force is created to study and nake
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recommendati ons regardi ng a conprehensive and strategi c economc
devel opnment forestry initiative. The commttee shall be conposed
of two nmenbers of the House of Representatives to be appointed by
t he Speaker of the House and two nenbers of the Senate to be

appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor, the Conm ssioner of
Agriculture and Cormerce, the State Forester of the M ssissipp
Forestry Conmi ssion, the Executive Vice President of the

M ssi ssi ppi Forestry Association, the Executive Director of the

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnent Authority, the Director of the Forestry
and Wldlife Center at Mssissippi State University, the Executive
Director of the Polynmer Science Center at the University of

Sout hern M ssi ssippi, the Chairman of the Delta Council's wildlife
commttee, and the follow ng to be appointed by the Lieutenant
Governor: a representative of the nonindustrial, private forest

| andowners, a representative of the logging industry, a
representative of primary (wood) manufacturing, a representative
of the pulp and paper manufacturing industry and a representative
of the Nature Conservancy. The task force shall be co-chaired by
the Director of the Forestry and Wldlife Research Center and a
co-chairman sel ected by the Lieutenant Governor.

Wthin ten days after the | ast day of the 2001 Regul ar
Session of the Legislature, the Speaker and the Lieutenant
Governor shall appoint the nenbers of the task force. Wthin ten
days after the nenbers are appointed, the nenbership shall neet on
a date nmutual ly agreed upon by the co-chairnen for the purpose of
organi zing the task force and establishing rules for transacting
its business and keeping records. A mgjority of the nenbers of
the task force shall constitute a quorumat all task force
meetings. An affirmative vote of a mgjority of the nenbers voting
shall be required in the adoption of rules, resolutions and
reports, and in any other actions taken by the task force. Al
menbers of the task force shall be notified in witing of al

regul ar and special neetings of the task force, which notices
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shall be nmailed at |east five days before the dates of the
meetings. The task force shall hold a m ninmum of three regul ar
meeti ngs.

The task force shall nmake a witten report of its findings
and recomrendations, and shall mail copies of the report to each
menber and nenber-el ect of the Legislature not |ater than Decenber
1, 2001.

For attending neetings of the task force, each |legislative
menber shall be paid, fromthe Contingent Expense Fund of the
menber's respective house, per diem conpensation in the anount
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and a
m | eage al | omance and an expense all owance in the anount
aut hori zed by Section 5-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972. However,
no per di em conpensation, m|eage all owance or expense all owance
shall be paid for attending neetings of the task force while the
Legislature is in session, and no per diem conpensation, ml eage
al | onance or expense all owance shall be paid without prior
approval of the proper conmttee in the menber's respective house.

Al'l expenses incurred by and on behalf of the task force
shall be paid fromfunds nade avail abl e by the House Managenent
Conmittee and the Senate Managenent Committee fromthe Contingent
Expense Fund of each respective house, fromany funds appropriated
for the purpose of this resolution and fromany grants or
contributions made to the commttee for its purpose.

In carrying out the provisions of this resolution, the task
force may utilize the services, facilities and personnel of al
departnments, agencies, offices and institutions of the state. The
staff of the Special Task Force for Econom c Devel opnent Pl anni ng
wi Il serve as the coordinator for the work of the Task Force for

the Strategic Initiative for Forest-Based Econom c Devel opnent.
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