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Senator(s) Mchel, Farris To:

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 565

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG
"STONEWALL" JACKSON BRUMFI ELD, DEFENSI VE LI NEMAN WHO LED SOUTHERN
M SSI SSI PPI TO FOOTBALL RECOGNI TI ON | N THE 1950' S AND PLAYED FOR
THE NFL'S SAN FRANCI SCO 49ERS, UPON HI S | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE
M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2001.

VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame has unveiled the Cass of 2001 of the M ssissipp
Sports Hall of Fanme, which features "Stonewal|" Jackson Brunfi el d,
the solid defensive |ineman who | ed Southern M ssissippi to
football recognition in the 1950's and played for the NFL's San

Franci sco 49ers; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Wshington Parish and Franklinton,
Loui si ana, where he currently resides, he was captain and Mst
Val uabl e Pl ayer of his high school team after graduation from
Franklin H gh School, Jackson enrolled at M ssissippi Southern in
Hatti esburg; the school at that tinme before the NCAA had nuneric
designated divisions was in the college division and known as the
Sout herners; he played for the | egendary head coach Thad "Pie"
Vann along with assistant coach Cyde "Heifer" Stuart, both of
whom are nenbers of the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane; Coach
H A Smth, who played for the NFL's Chicago Bears, tutored
Jackson in coll ege and taught himdefensive |ine techniques;
Brunfield earned three letters at Southern in 1951, 1952 and 1953;
Jackson al so earned three nicknanmes during his coll ege days; the
Sout hern M ssi ssippi sports information director at that tinme was
M ssi ssi ppi Sports Hall of Fanme founder and nenber Jinmm e
"M ssi ssippi Red" McDowel |, who tagged Brunfield with the noniker
of "Stonewal | " Jackson for his rugged |Iine play; many teammates,
coaches and friends still call Jackson by the nane of "Bruny" or
"Brumm e" to shorten his |ast nane; Coach Vann began to cal
Jackson by the "Bruny" nicknane during his early days in
Hatti esburg; the 1951 Southern M ssissippi nmedia guide |lists
Jackson' s nicknanme as being "Pud,"” a noni ker Brunfield acquired in

hi gh school; Jackson and fellow end, Richard Caldwell, were a
form dabl e conbi nation on the |Iine and weaked havoc on opposi ng
of fenses; the duo were described as follows: "Caldwell and

Brunfield yield to no end in the South as far as hell-for-I|eather
style of play is concerned”; Brunfield arrived as a fullback out
of high school but was shifted to defensive end at Sout hern by
Coach Smith during spring drills in 1950; he played basically on
both ends of the football at 6'-0", 200 pounds, a good size for
his position in the 1950's; he played on the second team as a
freshman, but energed as the starter for the remai nder of his
football career; in Jackson's sophonore year, the Southern team
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had a 6-5 record, but showed firepower on offense with sone cl ose
contests during the season; Jackson's 1952 Sout hern team fi ni shed
10-2, losing only to Al abama and to Pacific in the Sun Bow ;
Brunfield was a defensive force and the Sout herners' offense
conplinmented the team by scoring plenty of points; in a Novenber
22, 1952, match-up with Louisville in Jackson at the old Hi nds
Menorial Stadium Brunfield |eveled the Cardinal's 210 pound

full back, JimWIIlianms, and star quarterback, Johnny Unitas, to
pace his teamto a 55-26 win; as a rising sophonore, Jackson was
mentioned as a Little Al-Anmerican on defense, despite playing
second team nost of the season; he also attracted early attention
frompro football scouts for his play; the 1953 Sun Bow loss to
Pacific by 26-7 in El Paso, Texas, was the school's first
appearance in any bow gane; Brunfield was on the squad with

fell ow M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fame nenbers such as Hugh Laurin
Pepper and Bucky MEl roy; "Brumy" was shifted fromoffense to
defense, but continued to play both ways; as he entered his senior
canpai gn, Jackson had bul ked up to 6'-2", 220 pounds and was a
superb Iineman; Jackson's final year at Southern Mss was a

m | estone as he was naned team captain and the Southerners
conpiled a record of 9 wins and only two | osses: Menphis State
and to Texas Western (UTEP) in the 1954 Sun Bow ; in the season
openi ng gane agai nst Al abama in Mntgonery, Brunfield disrupted
the Tide of fense and executed crushing bl ocks on offense to help

t he Sout herners upset the defending SEC chanpi ons by a 25-19
score; later in the season, the Southerners played the CGeorgia
Bul | dogs in Hinds Menorial Stadiumin Jackson; Ceorgia was |ed by
quart erback Zeke Bratkowski, who would eventually play for Geen
Bay and was averaging three touchdown passes a gane; before a
standing roomonly crowd of 25,000, Brunfield and the Southern

M ss defense shut out the high scoring Bull dogs 14-0; "Stonewall"
remained in the Georgia backfield all afternoon and harassed

Br at kowski to conplete only four passes while throw ng four

i nterceptions; the upsets over SEC powers Al abanma and CGeorgia were
two of the biggest upsets in school history and centered national
attention on Hattiesburg; the large crowd assisted in expansion of
t he stadi um which is now known as M ssi ssi ppi Veterans Menori al
Stadi um turnovers marred Brunfield s final gane for Southern

M ssi ssi ppi as UTEP beat his squad 37-14 in the second consecutive
bow trip for the school; despite the early | ooks frompro scouts,
Jackson was not selected in the NFL draft; instead, he signed a
free agent contract with the San Franci sco 49ers at the urging of
Ni ners Coach Joe Vetrano, who al so attended Sout hern; he entered
the 49er sumrer canp in 1954 as an unheral ded and al nbost unknown
talent, but he quickly inpressed the coaching staff and his new
teammat es; he nailed down the starting right defensive end
position and was the nost aggressive San Francisco |ineman; rookie
Brunfield continued to punish opposing veteran NFL |inenen; he
would finish his first 1954 NFL season as Defensive MVP of the
squad; he wore No. 86 on the 49ers team a progressive nunber as
he was No. 85 at Southern Mss, and he | ater adopted No. 87
playing in the mlitary |eague; Jackson lined up with and agai nst
a host of 49er teanmates that would | ater be enshrined into the
Pro Football Hall of Fanme; Brunfield s Wio's Wiwo of NFL Hall of
Famers included B Y. A Tittle, RB Joe "The Jet" Perry, RB Hugh
"The King" MElI henny, RB John Henry Johnson, and |inenmen such as
Neo Nonellini and Bob St. Clair; key injuries broke early nmonmentum
for the 1954 49ers as Tittle, MEl henny and Perry were | ost at
various tines of the season; Perry gained over 1,000 yards
rushing, the first player in the NFL to achieve the feat in
consecuti ve seasons; ironically, the 1954 season woul d be
Jackson's last in the NFL as he joined the Arned Servi ces;
Brunfield played mlitary football while a nenber of an artillery
unit out of Fort Sill, Cklahoma; he played for an Arny teamin
1955 and 1956 and was naned to the All-Army Squad; Jackson's
athletic career ended abruptly in 1957 when he injured his
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shoul der playing baseball in an independent m nor |eague; upon
conpl etion of service to his country, Jackson entered the coaching
ranks; he guided the South Terre Bonne H gh School football team
for 11 years in Houma, Louisiana; after coaching his teamto close
pl ayoff finishes, Brunfield left coaching and returned to
Frankl i nt on where he now operates S&M Fertilizer; his wife's nane
is Mary Loui se and they have three daughters: Sheila, Jackie and
Jewel ; "Bruny" is a proud grandfather to six grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out standi ng athl ete who has brought honor to his university and to
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate defensive |ineman
"Stonewal I " Jackson Brunfield upon his induction into the
M ssi ssi ppi Sports Hall of Fame O ass of 2001, and wi sh hi m and
his famly continued success in all endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Jackson at induction cerenonies and be made avail abl e

to the Capitol Press Corps.
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