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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 564

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG LARRY
MYRI CKS, ALL- AMERI CAN TRACK & FI ELD STAR AT M SSI SSI PPl COLLEGE
AND OLYMPI C MEDALI ST, UPON HI' S | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE M SSI SSI PPI
SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2001.

VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame unveiled the Cass of 2001 of the M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame, which features Larry Myricks, who hailed from
Jackson and was an All-Anerican track and field star at

M ssi ssi ppi Coll ege and an A ynpic nedalist in the long junp; and

VWHEREAS, his sports career is a matter of record: one of
M ssissippi's greatest track and field stars who was an A ynpic
|l ong junp nedalist, Larry was born in dinton, but raised in
Jackson and was a star athlete at Forest Hi Il H gh School; after
graduating from high school, Mricks attended nearby M ssissipp
Col | ege where he was coached by Joe Wal ker, who is now the track
coach at Oe Mss; he was a four-year letterman in track for the
Choctaws and was naned All-Gulf Conference his entire college
career; Larry led the M ssissippi College track teamin scoring
for four years and he was naned Most Val uabl e and permanent track
and field captain; Myricks was a four-tinme All-Anerican at
M ssi ssi ppi Col | ege; Larry won nunerous track neets throughout the
state, south and nation during conpetition in the long junp, 100
nmeters, 200 neters and various relay teans; he becane a world
class long junper; his college days on the Choctaw track team were
truly remarkabl e; he broke @Gulf South Conference (GSC) records in
the 100 neter, 200 neter and long junp events; he was a nenber of
the 400 neter and 1600 neter relay teans that broke the GSC
records; when he left M ssissippi College, he held the school
records for the 100 neter, 200 neter and |long junp, plus he was a
menber of record-setting relay teanms in the 400 neter, 1600 neter
and spring nedley; during this active athletic period, Larry
mai ntained a 2. 75 GPA; in 1975, Larry won the AAU |l ong junp
chanpi onshi p and becane rated as the top junior in the world; he
won the United States/Soviet Union junior neet in the long junp
with a leap of 25'6-3/4"; one of Larry's finest years was in 1976;
he once again was AAU chanpion in the long junp, won the United
St ates/ Sovi et Union neet in Leningrad in the long junp and
finished third in the NCAA i ndoor |ong junp conpetition; Mricks
had the 6th best ever indoor junp for an Anerican in the long junp
with a leap of 26'6-3/4"; the junp was the 10th best in the world;
he took the NCAA Division 2 chanpionship with a | eap of 25 10",
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and then captured the NCAA Division 1 title in the long junp wth
a leap of 26'1-1/2"; Larry finished 2nd in the U S. Oynpic trials
with a junp of 27'1-1/4"; this was the first time a person had
junped over 27 feet and not won the Aynpic trials; his |leap
placed himsolidly on the U S. teamto conpete in the 1976

A ynpics in Montreal, but msfortune struck in the prelimnaries
as Larry fractured his foot during warmups; the bad break knocked
Larry out of the 1977 track season; Larry's athletic
acconplishnents attracted recruiters fromlarger schools; despite
bei ng wooed by ot her schools, Larry stayed |loyal to M ssissipp
Col | ege; John WIllians, who was athletic director during Larry's
M ssi ssi ppi Col | ege days, summed up Myricks' commitnent to his
school: "He has taken personal pride in representing M ssissipp
Col l ege, his honme state of M ssissippi, and the Gulf South
Conference in every neet he has ever participated in and this has
been a credit to him the school, the state and the conference;
nati onal recognition has not gone to his head as it does with many
athletes who wn the type of honors Myricks has accumul ated; he
has been very hunble through it all and very thankful to the

coll ege for the opportunities it has given himto take part in
nati onal chanpi onshi p; he has been an active recruiter for

M ssi ssi ppi Col |l ege and the coaching staff has | eaned on himto
boost the norale of other athletes when such was needed"; Mricks
canme back in a big way in the 1978 track season; besides the Gulf
South crown, he won the Tom Bl ack O assic and was poised to strike
in the NCAA neets; he becanme NCAA Division 2 |long junp chanpion
for a second tine by |leaping 25" 11"; incredibly, Larry didn't stop
with the long junp title, as he won the NCAA Division 2

chanpi onship in the 200 neter race with a tinme of 20.44 seconds;
Larry's time broke "Bullet" Bob Hayes' 14-year-old record and it
was the 10th best tinme in the world that year; he tied for second
place in the NCAA Division 1 long junp with a | eap of 26'5"; when
1978 was over, Larry was 11th best in the world in the long junp
and third best in legal collegiate junp with the 26'5" mark; due
to Larry's superb talents as a long junper and sprinter,

M ssi ssi ppi College finished 4th nationally in NCAA D vision 2 and
11th in 1979; Larry's senior season at M ssissippi College was a
menor abl e one; he won the AAU indoor title with a long junp of

26' 2"; Myricks then took his third NCAA Division 2 chanpionship in
the long junp with a leap of 26'9-3/4"; he al so won t he NCAA
Division 2 crown in the 200 nmeters with a tine of 21.05; Larry
then took the NCAA Division 1 long junp chanpionship with a |eap
of 26'7-1/4"; this feat marked the second tinme in Mricks' career
that he won both the Division 1 and Division 2 crowns in the sane
year; Larry then won the AAU Track and Fi el d Chanpi onship | ong
junp with a wind-aided |leap of 27'2"; he also had a new stadi um
record junp of 26'11-1/2" in the same conpetition; Mricks then
returned to the scene of his Aynpic disaster at Montreal for the
Wrld Cup Ganes; he nmade anends by maki ng one of his finest junps
town the Wirld Cup long junp conpetition, the second best |ong
junp in history at 27'11-1/2"; the winning | eap pronpted Sam Bel |,
the U S. Coach at the Wrld Cup, to call Mricks "the best |ong
junper in the world today!" Larry graduated from M ssi ssi pp
College in 1979 with a Bachel or of Science in Business

Adm ni stration degree fromthe School of Business and Public

Adm ni stration; off the track, Larry had distinguished hinself at
his alma mater; he had served as Treasurer of the Track Cub, a
menber of the "M Cub, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and
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t he Bapti st Student Union; he was elected by his fellow students
as President of the Black Student Association at the school; Coach
Joe Wal ker sumred up Larry's Choctaw track days: "There never has
been a nore cooperative athlete at M ssissippi College; he was
never one to conplain and his success on the national |evel did
much to assist himin devel oping a cooperative spirit anong ot her
menbers of the team at no tinme was discipline a problemwth
Myricks; he knew the real neaning of the word and this is what has
hel ped develop himinto the world class athlete that he is today";
Larry remmi ned active as an amateur after graduation and nade the
1980, 1984 and 1988 U.S. dynpic Track and Field teans that
conpeted in the Aynpics; he made the 1980 teamw th ease, w nning
the long junmp in the U S dynpic trials, but the Mbscow A ynpics
wer e boycotted due to the hostage crisis in Iran; in 1984, he
conpeted in the Los Angel es ganes, but he barely m ssed out on a
medal , finishing fourth in the long junp; his hard work and

dedi cation paid off in 1988, as Larry won the Bronze nmedal in the
|l ong junp at the Seoul, Korea, O ynpic ganes; Myricks | eaped

27' -1" to snare the bronze, a highlight of Larry's track & field
career; at a sumer track neet in Berlin, Germany, prior to the
1988 A ynpics in Korea, Larry was honored with the esteened Jesse
Onens Award for his track and field acconplishments; in 1989,
Larry was inducted into the M ssissippi College Athletic Hall of
Fame; Larry's community and charitable contributions are |engthy
and notabl e; he has appeared to speak at Kiwanis Cl ubs; the H nds
Juni or Col |l ege Fell owship of Christian Athletes events; high
school assenblies at Uica, Chastain Junior H gh, Enochs Junior

Hi gh plus many other schools; an A ynpics Awareness Session at

M ssi ssi ppi Col | ege; Baptist Student Union and many other simlar
sporting events; he was a volunteer at the Crippled Children's
Hospital and assisted with Special Aynpic track and cross country
meets in the Jackson area; he is faithful in attendance and
participation at all of his church activities; Larry was a nenber
and vice president of the Usher Board at Second Tenpl e Church of
Christ Holiness, a singer in the New Travelers Inspirational

Choir, a nenber of the Gospel Truth Singers and a nenber of the
Cynthia Church of Christ Holiness; Larry was recently selected as
the 32nd Best Athlete in the 50 G eatest Sports Figures from

M ssissippi as listed by Sports Illustrated in the nagazine's
century-ending issue; he is the 37th MSHOF i nductee to be honored
by the nmagazine's elite list of top athletes fromall 50 states;
Myricks currently resides in Gendale, California, and is a
recruiter for DeVry Institute of Technology; he is married to the
former Arnita Epps of Virginia Beach, Virginia, and they have two
daughters, LaKeesha and Brittany; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out standi ng athl ete who has brought honor to his university and to
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Larry Myricks, All-Anerican

track and field star at M ssissippi College and A ynpic nedali st
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upon his induction into the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fame C ass
of 2001, and wi sh himand his famly continued success in al
their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Larry Myricks at induction cerenonies to be held on
March 23, 2001, in Jackson, M ssissippi, and be nade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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