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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 563

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG KEN
LI NDSAY, FAVMED JACKSON GOLF PRO, UPON HI 'S | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE
M SSI SSI PPl SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2001.

VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fame has unveiled the Cass of 2001 of the M ssissipp
Sports Hall of Fanme, which features Ken Lindsay, the famed Jackson
golf pro who becane the 30th President of the Professional Colf
Associ ation (P&); and

VWHEREAS, his sports career is a matter of record:
internationally renowned Jackson golf pro who rose in the golf
worl d to beconme President of the PGA; although he had many offers
to nmove to larger country clubs throughout the United States, Ken
chose to remain in M ssissippi playing professional golf, teaching
gol f, becom ng one of the top golf rules experts in America, and
officiating PGA events around the world; Ken hails from G encoe,

Al abama, in the northern part of the state near Gadsden; he
attended G encoe Hi gh School where he played quarterback for the
football team a forward on the basketball team and he spent four
years as a nedalist anong his peers every golf season; his
interest in golf began at age 10 when he shagged golf balls on the
@Qulf Steel Gold Course and generally pestered |ocal golfers into
teaching himthe gane; the late golf veteran, Ceorge Bl ack, took
Ken under his wings while he was still a student at G encoe; in
1960, Ken won his first state amateur title, a win in the A abama
Juni or chanpi onshi p tournanment; Lindsey received a golf

schol arship from Menphis State University (now known as the

Uni versity of Menphis) and conpeted for the Tigers from 1962-1965;
Ken played in 15 coll ege matches each year and went undefeated his
freshman and seni or seasons; during his college days in the Bl uff
Cty, Ken's teamtook on all of the SEC golf powerhouses,

i ncludi ng other notable collegiate teans from Houston, Cklahoma
State, Mssouri, Notre Dane, e Mss, Louisiana State University
(LSU), M ssissippi State and Arkansas; he was sel ected as team
captain after his sophonore season; Ken teaned up with notable
Menphi s pl ayers, such as WIIl Sow es, M ke Ml arkey and John

Schl ee; Lindsay started out hot for the Tigers, w nning 10
straight matches in his freshman year and 8 consecutive to start
his second year at Menphis; the 18-straight wins shattered a
Menphis record held by Hi |l man Robbins; Ken |l ed the Tiger golf
teamto a staggering win in the LSU Invitational in Baton Rouge by
shooting a one under par 141 to oust the honestanding Tigers and

t he Al abama Linksters by six strokes; while serving as captain for
the Menphis team Ken participated in the Biloxi based Sunki st

M d-Wnter Tournament in 1964 and 1965; a second place finish in
1964 to M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane nenber M ckey Bel | ande
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made Ken all the nore determned in 1965 as the 21-year old

coll egiate captain shot a 65 to clinch the victory; Ken frequently
pl ayed his hometown CGulf Steel Golf O ub course and he was an
annual participant in the Gadsden Country C ub tournament; while
playing wwth his nmentor George Bl ack and Di ck Schmuck, Lindsay
racked up the | ongest ace ever nade on the course when he drilled
a 365 yard hole-in-one on the par four 10th hole; it was the third
ace for Ken in his early playing days; Lindsay also won the
Gadsden Tournanment in back-to-back years; Ken had a tendency for
slow starts in tournaments, but he had a tremendous |ate rush and
put on show stopping course charges for his match wins; in the
1962 GCC tourney, he tore up the Al abama course while battling
heavy rains; he holed two eagles to clinch a 9 under par win and a
course record 63; during this tine period, sportswiters from
Menphi s and Al abama took great interest in Ken's career; Al abama
witer Jimry Bryan once described Ken as "an unassum ng young nan
who eats, sleeps and lives golf in Gadsden, Al abama, and Menphi s,
Tennessee"; Lindsay closed out his college career at Menphis State
with an incredible 72.6 conpetitive scoring average and he racked
up 40 match wi ns out of 44 matches played, which al so established
a school record; incredibly, in four years of collegiate
conpetition, he only lost four individual matches; after
graduation in 1966, Ken entered the Air Force as a 2nd |i eutenant
due to four years service in ROIC at Menphis State; his service
career included work on I1CBM and Titan Two defense missiles; he
was stationed at the Air Force Base at Little Rock, Arkansas,
where he continued to hone his golfing skills and know edge of the
gane in between mlitary assignnments; he conpeted in mlitary
tournanents all across the South and Sout hwest; Lindsay won

back-t o-back base titles course; in doing so, he qualified to play
in the Strategic Air Conmand Tournanment at Offutt A r Force Base
in Nebraska; the wins solidified his position as one of the top
armed services golfers in Anerica; the highlight of Ken's mlitary
gol f acconplishnments happened in 1968, when he won the 1968 Wrl d
Wde Air Force Chanpionship held at Lackland Air Force Base course
in San Antoni o, Texas; this tournanment included every golfer in
the Alr Force world wide and Ken had to win on a weekly basis in a
grueling elimnation format; to capture the title, he shot an

ei ght under par 280 in the four-day chanpi onship event; in 1969,
Ken won the first state public Iinks tournament in Arkansas at the
Riverdale Golf Course in Little Rock; he fired a 68 after his
traditional slow start; after posting a 75 on the first 18 hol es
of play, he charged back on the second 18 with a three under par
68 and a 36 hole total of 143; the Air Force Chanpion shaved 7
strokes on the final 18 holes despite landing two shots into water
hazards and taking a pair of bogies in the early round; overall,
during Ken's mlitary career, he won 10 mlitary tournanents;

after serving his country from 1966 to January 1970, Ken received
hi s honorabl e di scharge and was bonbarded with offers to becone a
club pro and to play on the PGA tour; this was a pivotal tine in
Ken's life, one that would shape his golfing career in remarkable
ways; many followers, sponsors, friends and famly literally urged
himto join the PGA and he received several l|ucrative four-year
sponsorship offers; he had a standing offer for one sponsorship
froma Menphis doctor and the noney offers were three tinmes the
earnings he could make as a club pro; Ken, however, had a goal to
be the best club pro in PGA ranks which did not include playing on
the tour; nmaking headlines in Mssissippi and Al abama, in 1970,
Ken began his golf pro career as an assistant golf pro under

Nor man Bryant, the dean of M ssissippi club pros at Col oni al
Country Club in Jackson; Lindsay wanted to learn fromone of the
best and Bryant fit the bill; his decision to becone an apprentice
to Bryant at Colonial and play in the professional ranks placed
Ken on a path that would eventually put himinto the PGA

hi erarchy; Ken soon settled in at Colonial as he played

prof essi onal tournanents, taught golf and becane a top flight
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rules expert; in 1972, just two years after joining the PGA
apprentice program Ken was nanmed M ssissippi Apprentice of the
Year; one year later in 1973, he earned his national PGA
menbership; in 1974, Ken was el ected Secretary/ Treasurer of the

M ssi ssi ppi Chapter of the Gulf States PGA Section and stayed
sharp in professional conpetition; he captured the GQulf States
Chanpi onship with a 7 under par and began a streak of being naned
M ssi ssi ppi PGA Player of the Year from 1974 to 1979; he was naned
M ssi ssi ppi Player of the Year five tines in a seven-year span;
just five years after spurning PGA tour offers to work with Norman
Bryant, Ken was nanmed head professional at Colonial in 1975;
conmbining his course skills with a command of talents as a golf
pro, Lindsay served as President of the M ssissippi Chapter of the
@Qul f States Section PGA in 1975 and 1976; in 1978, he once again
was victorious in the M ssissippi PGA Chanpionship at the Laurel
Country Club; he repeated the feat at Meridian's Northwood Country
Club in 1979 by shooting a 73 for a 142 final on a tightly laid
out course; Lindsay served as section secretary for the PGA from
1979- 1980 and achi eved the position of section president in
1981-1982; Ken had served on the Board of Directors of the Section
since 1974; during this tinme period, Ken kept anmazing his fans,
famly and friends with feats on the golf course; he shot a
sizzling 63 on his home course at Col onial and nastered those

| i nks by shooting in the 60's often; he was under par at Col oni al
for an amazing 10 consecutive rounds of golf; Lindsay shattered
two course records in MPGA events, including a 63 at the Canton
Country Club and a 64 at the Jackson Country C ub; he nmanaged to
shoot a course record 63 at his old Al abana stonping grounds at
the Gulf Steel course near Gadsden; in 1980, Ken began his first
tour of duty as a PGA rules official when he worked at a
Rochester, New York, PGA event; he was soon naned to the 25-nman
PGA Rules Commttee and in the sane year, Ken worked the fanmed
Wrld Series of Golf at the Firestone Country Club in Akron, OChio;
Li ndsay had passed the test of fire by a golf official in 1979
when he made all of the crucial rulings on the 11th hole at a PGA
tournanent played at Cakland Hlls in Birm ngham M chigan; Ken

| earned all of the nuances concerning crowd control and TV
coverage at the hole, which drew 22,000 spectators; he dealt with
many situations when PGA pros fired five irons into the greens,
the gallery and against TV equi pnment; he soon becane a rules

of ficial workhorse as he appeared at all of the well known PGA
tour events including the PGA Chanpi onship, the Wrld Series of
Gol f, the Players Tournament of Chanpions, the Club Pro

Chanpi onshi p, the PGA Seniors and the ultimate in 1992, the
Masters at Augusta, Georgia; Ken worked the courses feverishly and
becanme a famliar figure to stars such as Jack Ni cklaus, Lee
Trevino and Tom Wat son; Lindsay woul d spend as nuch as two nont hs
away fromhis famly while racking up over 200,000 mles of travel
annual ly for the PGA; he once disqualified Lee Trevino, who had

m stakenly signed his scorecard wong; Trevino took the snafu in
stride and responded by saying "I'mnore of a chanpion dummy than
| am a chanpion golfer!"”; in one tournament, Ken faced trenendous
pressure as he had to place a ball for Jack Nicklaus three tines
before 14,000 spectators around the hole; his nobst fanous ruling
in a PGA event happened at the Wrld Series of Golf when a Tom

WAt son shot stopped cold in a rut caused by a TV truck; Witson
wanted to chip out, but the rut was blocking his efforts; Lindsay
granted Watson relief fromthe rut and allowed hima drop, citing
the rule for "unusual damage" to the course; Larry Nelson, who was
| eadi ng the tournanent at the time, protested Ken's ruling, but
Ken's ruling stood; Watson later missed a putt on the hole which
made Lindsay's ruling a noot point; the sane year he worked his
first Masters in 1992, Ken was invited for a homecom ng event at
the Gulf Steel Course where he |learned the ganme in North Al abansg;
his 1961 d encoe Golf teamwas reassenbl ed in Gadsden by Gulf

Steel pro Joe Stone for a weekend of fellowship and golf; though
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his teacher and nentor, George Bl ack, had passed away, Ken
reunited with former teammates Larry Parker, Arnold Wl ker, Dan
Cosby and Coach R G Johnson; in typical Lindsay fashion, Ken put
on a clinic in the norning, played 9 holes and swapped gol f
stories with nenories of George Black; Ken told a |ocal reporter
that the purpose of the reunion was to "go back fromwhere | was
hunting golf balls for themto today, when |I'mwaving to them on
TVI"; finally, in 1983, after being a PGA nenber for 10 years,
serving as a rules official, attending 6 PGA schools, and having
witten a 20,000-word thesis entitled "The Putting Green Rule,”
Ken earned a Master Professional classification by the PGA, he was
al so honored in his mlestone year as the Golf Professional of the
Year by the PGA; Lindsay was al so presented in 1987 with the
esteened National Horton Smth CGolf Award, which placed Ken in an
elite group of only four persons in the United States to receive
these two particular awards; Ken rose through the PGA ranks |like a
meteor after his |andmark year of 1983 as he becane a powerful and
influential figure in the golf world; he was one of the PGA' s nost
active | eaders and earned respect fromall aspects of the golfing
world with his work ethic and professionalism in 1984, Lindsay
was named Chairman of the National PGA Rules Conmmttee, the

begi nni ng of seven years of service to the commttee; at various
times, Ken also served on the Menbership, Comunications and
Public Awareness Comm ttees of the organization; Ken was also a
menber of the nine-person Rules of Golf Board for the United
States Golf Association for seven years; Ken's dedication to the
PGA made hima national golf figure and he al so becane an
international golf anbassador; he has officiated at many British
Opens, European tournanments and several Ryder Cup Matches; Lindsay
has officiated at all four of the PGA's major tourneys: the
Masters, the U.S. Open, the PGA Chanpi onship and the British Open;
in the late 1980s and early 1990s, Ken achi eved new heights in the
golf world by being selected to the PGA's Board of Directors in
1989; Lindsay was al so nanmed General Manager of Col onial Country
Club in the sane year; he served on the board until 1991, when he
was el ected secretary in 1992, and was al so naned Director of Colf
at Colonial; he served as PGA secretary until 1994, when he was
chosen as vice president; ultimately, in 1996, Ken Lindsay was

el ected to be the 30th President of the PGA golf's greatest

organi zation with over 23,000 nmenbers; as President of the PGA
Ken truly distinguished hinself and was an active advocate for his
sport; he presented the wi nners' checks and trophies to chanpions
on 11 different occasions; with his termas PGA president

conpl eted, Ken continues to make an inpact with the world' s nost
famous golf group; he still officiates PGA events and worked the
1999 U. S. Open at Pinehurst, North Carolina; Lindsay stays on the
road to work PGA events across the United States and gl obal
boundaries; in 1995, he appeared on the cover of the PGA Executive
Gol fer and was honored as being one of the Wrld' s Geatest CGolf
Professionals; his loyalty to Colonial Country Club in Jackson is
deep and he remains close to his rooted M ssissippi and Al abama
ties; Ken is recogni zed everywhere golf is played in the world as
a man of honor and integrity; Lindsay has witten numerous
national articles on golf and he is a keen golf expert; he is
currently the General Manager and Master Col f Professional of

Col oni al in Jackson and Deerfield Country Club in Mudison; for
over 30 years, Ken has been a chanpion for junior golf and he
conducts over a dozen junior golf clinics and sunmer canps every
year; Ken directs many charity tournanents at Col onial and
Deerfield, including a short list of tourneys for Cystic Fibrosis,
St. Richard's, Make-A-Wsh, Miltiple Sclerosis and nmany ot hers;

Li ndsay hel ps rai se anywhere from $75, 000 to $100, 000 each year
for charity; despite his busy schedule in the golf world, Ken is a
humani tari an of the highest order; Lindsay has a friend whose wfe
is incapacitated due to a severe stroke; Ken takes the tine to
personally visit with his friend several evenings a week;

S. C R No. 563 *SS26/R1252*
01/ SS26/ R1252
PAGE 4



244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262

263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276

enshrinenent into the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fame is the third
Hal | of Fame nmenbership for Ken; he was a 1981 inductee into the
Uni versity of Menphis Sports Hall of Fanme and he becane a nenber
of the Gadsden, Al abama, Sports Hall of Fame in 1992; at the tine
of Ken's induction into the Menphis Hall of Fane, he was only the
fourth golfer to be selected as a nenber of the Tiger shrine along
with Hill man Robbins, Lou G aham and Mason Rudol ph; Ken's

nom nation to the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fanme was acconpani ed
by letters of recommendation froma Wo's Wio in Professiona

Gol f, including Jack N cklaus, Gene Sarazen, Tiger Wods, Sir

M chael Bonal | ack of the Royal and Ancient CGolf Club at St.
Andrews (the British Open), Buzz Taylor of the USGA, Conm ssioner
Ti not hy Fi nchem of the PGA and forner U. S. President George Bush;
in addition to the lofty honors nentioned, Ken was notified by
Jack Nicklaus that he and forner President Bush were elected to
the Miirhead, Onio, Golf Clubs' Captain's Cub Award, an award for
supporting charities, and was inducted into this outstanding club
in 2000; Ken is married to the fornmer Janet Taggweiler of Fort
Myers, Florida, and has one son, David M chael Lindsay; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out standi ng at hl ete, whose high profile national image in the
wonderful sport of golf has brought honor to his comunity and to
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Ken Lindsay, faned Jackson
golf professional, upon his induction into the M ssissippi Sports
Hal | of Fanme C ass of 2001, and wi sh himand his famly continued
success in all his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Ken Lindsay at induction cerenonies to be held on

March 23, 2001, in Jackson, and be nade available to the Capitol

Press Cor ps.
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