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Senator(s) Hamilton, WIIiamson To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 558

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG ROY
OSWALT OF WVEIR, M SSI SSI PP, A MEMBER OF THE U. S. OLYMPI C BASEBALL
TEAM THAT WON THE GOLD MEDAL AT THE 2000 SUMVER OLYMPI CS

VWHEREAS, Roy Gswalt, the son of Billy and Jean Oswalt of
Weir, Mssissippi, was a menber of the U S. O ynpic Baseball Team
t hat garnered the gold nedal at the 2000 Sunmer O ynpics held in
Sydney, Australia; and

VWHEREAS, through the years Choctaw County has produced its
fair share of lumnaries, ranging fromthe ganuts of
entertai nment, politics and sports; however, there is no doubt
that the Town of Weir has done nore than its share in contributing
its native son, Roy OGswalt, to this large pinnacle in the sporting
wor | d; and

VWHEREAS, previously only collegiate players were allowed to
play on the Aynpic team but this year players fromthe m nor
| eagues qualified to conpete; and

VWHEREAS, Roy is a 1995 graduate of Weir, playing football as
wel | as baseball for the Lions; after two years at Hol nes
Community Col |l ege (he was drafted by the Houston Astros as a
freshman), he decided to give the pro gane a try, even though he
was offered a scholarship by Mssissippi State University and
Loui siana State University; he has been playing for the Astros
farmteamin Round Rock which is owned by former Astros and
Rangers pitcher, Nolan Ryan; and

WHEREAS, at |east 1,000 nanes were in the running to
represent the United States in Sydney, and Oswalt's nane was

sel ected hal fway through the process; and
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VWHEREAS, of the many ganes the O ynpians had to play,
including the prelimnaries and the elimnation ganes, the best
ganes Oswalt said he played were the sem final gane agai nst Cuba,
and the ganes agai nst Korea and Japan; and

VWHEREAS, Roy will treasure this one chance to win a gold
medal , particularly because he will no | onger be eligible to
conpete since he will be in the major | eagues; and

VWHEREAS, Roy returned to famliar ground and was honored for
his efforts before | ast October's football gane between Wir and
French Canp, and was asked to speak to el enentary students, as
wel | as sign autographs, pennants, baseballs, baseball cards,
shirts and greet honetown people he had not seen since before the
A ynpi cs; and

VWHEREAS, he credits his father, who worked with Weir
Attendance Center to build a baseball field, for hel ping him
devel op and hone his skills as a player; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
si ngul ar achi evenent of this young professional athlete who brings
honor to his school, his commnity and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Roy Oswalt of Weir,

M ssi ssi ppi, who was a nenber of the U S. dynpic Baseball team
that won the gold nedal at the 2000 Summer O ynpics in Sydney,
Australia, and wi sh himsuccess in his professional career.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to Roy Gswalt and his parents, Billy and Jean Oswal t,

and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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