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Senat or (s) Frazier, Horhn To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 557

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG GECRGE
BERRY OF PEARL, M SSI SSI PPI, UPON H S RECEI PT OF THE 2001 ARTIST'S
ACHI EVEMENT AWARD OF THE GOVERNOR S AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE I N THE
ARTS.

VWHEREAS, Ceorge Berry of Pearl, M ssissippi, is the 2001
reci pient of the Artist's Achievenment Award of the Governor's
Awards for Excellence in the Arts; and

VWHEREAS, Ceorge Berry has been carving wood since the age of
seven, when his father taught himhow to handle a knife; and

VWHEREAS, he is known for his distinctive carvings of aninals
whi ch he creates using a pocketknife, and he exhibits his work and
denonstrat es woodcarvi ng t hroughout the South and Sout hwest; and

WHEREAS, M. Berry has been an influential traditional artist
in Mssissippi since noving here fromhis native Cklahona in 1972
to teach at the Piney Wods School; and

VWHEREAS, a 1999 recipient of the Mssissippi Arts Comr ssion
Fol k Art Fellowship, his works are in nmuseuns and private
collections from Mai ne to Okl ahoma; he has been featured on
M ssi ssippi ETV, area television and radio progranms and in
nuner ous national publications; in 1996 and 1997, M. Berry was
t he conmmi ssioned artist for the Governor's Awards for Excellence
inthe Arts; with a woodcarvi ng career that spans nore than 50
years, he is a charter nmenber and Fellow of the Craftsnen's Guild
of Mssissippi and a recipient of the GQuild' s highest award for
Li fetime Achi evenent and Professional Acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, a sel f-taught artist, M. Berry has a strong

commitment to artistic excellence and delights in sharing his art
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formw th others; he taught his children a | ove and respect for
woodcarving and is now passing this on to his grandchildren and
hundreds of other children as he travels the state each year
presenti ng woodcarvi ng denonstrations and wor kshops; M. Berry

al so teaches weekly woodcarving classes for the Craftsnen's Quil d;
M. Berry prefers to carve and whittle wth a sinple pocketknife,
using no other tools or equipnent; he still carves many nights
past m dnight and as late as 3:00 a.m on weekends; M. Berry is
rarely without his favorite pocketknife and a sturdy twig or two
that in a few seconds he can transforminto a bouquet of
delicately shaved flowers for an inpronptu audi ence, because nost
of all, CGeorge Berry is a woodcarver who |oves to carve:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate George Berry upon his
recei pt of the 2001 Artist's Achievenent Award of the CGovernor's
Awar ds for Excellence in the Arts, and wi sh him continued success
in his future artistic endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to George Berry and his famly at the Awards Cerenony to
be held on Friday, February 9, 2001, and be nmade available to the
Capi tol Press Corps.
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