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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 555

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON MEMORI ALI ZI NG CONGRESS TO APPROPRI ATE
ADDI TI ONAL FUNDS TO ASSI ST THE ELDERLY AND LOW I NCOMVE Cl Tl ZENS OF
TH'S STATE WTH THEI R NATURAL GAS BI LLS, AND TO TAKE ANY
REGULATORY ACTI ON NECESSARY TO ADDRESS THE DRANMATI C | NCREASE I N
THE PRI CE OF NATURAL GAS

VWHEREAS, natural gas is an essential comodity which is used
by individuals primarily for cooking and heating; and

VWHEREAS, the demand for natural gas has increased in recent
years because of a nunber of factors, including colder wnter
tenperatures, the start of operations at new gas-fired electric
power generating units, and increased new honme construction, which
in turn increases the use of natural gas for cooking and heating;
and

VWHEREAS, the supply of natural gas has remained fairly flat
over the past few years and al though exploration and devel opnent
of natural gas has increased this past year, the increase has yet
to be reflected in the market; and

VWHEREAS, because of a lag in supply in response to a recent
surge in demand, the market has reacted by increasing the average
wel | head price for natural gas; and

VWHEREAS, residential custoners of natural gas are expected to
pay as nuch as 40% nore on their natural gas bills this winter as
conpared to last winter, in response to the increased well head
price for natural gas; and

VWHEREAS, the rapid rise in natural gas prices over the |ast
few nmont hs has rai sed concerns about the effect those increases

will have on citizens of this state, particularly the elderly and
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those with a | ow inconme who are unable to absorb the increased
costs because of incone and budget constraints; and

WHEREAS, the dramatic increase in natural gas prices could
potentially affect the health and confort of M ssissippi citizens,
and in some cases could even be life threatening, if persons are
di sconnected this winter because they are unable to pay their
natural gas utility bill; and

VWHEREAS, while there are currently sone governnent and
utility provided | owincone energy assi stance prograns avail abl e
to persons on a limted budget, because of the extrene situation
citizens of this state are facing, those prograns will probably
not be able to assist everyone who will be in need; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi recogni zes the need to provide
addi tional financial assistance to the elderly and | ow i ncone
citizens of this state to help them pay for the higher cost of
natural gas; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi further recogni zes that additional
regul ati ons and investigative hearings by the Federal Energy
Regul atory Conm ssion may be needed to solve this natural gas
di | emma:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby nenorialize Congress to appropriate additional funds
to assist the elderly and |l owincone citizens of this state with
their natural gas bills, and to take any regulatory action
necessary to address the dramatic increase in the price of natural
gas.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to President George W Bush; the M ssissipp
congressi onal delegation; Curt Hebert, Jr., Chairman of the
Federal Energy Regul atory Comm ssion; and be presented to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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