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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 547

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG HABI TAT FOR HUVANI TY AND
| TS PRESI DENT, M LLARD FULLER, FOR THI S CHRI STI AN ORGANI ZATI ON' S
SUCCESSFUL AND CONTI NUOUS COVMUNI TY SERVI CE I N M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, M I lard Fuller is the founder and President of
Habitat for Humanity International, which through his | eadership
has become a worl dw de Christian housing mnistry responsible for
provi ding nore than 375, 000 people around the world with safe,
decent, affordable shelter; and

VWHEREAS, Habitat volunteers have built honmes with nore than
100,000 famlies in need in nore than 1,485 cities in the United
States, where Habitat has grown to be one of the top house
builders in the United States and the | argest anong nonprofit
organi zati ons; and

VWHEREAS, M Il ard Fuller has close ties to M ssissippi, where
he hel ped establish the first Habitat Regional office in Tupelo,
M ssi ssippi, at the First United Methodi st Church in 1985; and

VWHEREAS, under the dynam c | eadership of MIlard Fuller,
Habitat for Humanity has grown to 55 organizations in M ssissippi,
responsi bl e for building 600 houses in the state, 125 of which are
in the downtown area of Jackson, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, under the Habitat nodel, each honeowner famly is
expected to invest their own |abor into the building of their hone
and the honmes of other famlies with the assistance of Christian
vol unteers, thus reducing the cost of the house, increasing the
pride of ownership and fostering the devel opnment of positive

rel ati onshi ps and urban renewal ; and
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VWHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity is an inportant |eader in the
battl e agai nst poverty housing in Mssissippi; it has
revol utionized the lives of hundreds of M ssissippi citizens and
has nmade the dream of honeownership a reality in our state and
t hroughout the world; and

VWHEREAS, in 1996, President Bill Cinton awarded M|l ard
Ful l er the Presidential Medal of Freedom the nation's highest
civilian honor, stating that Habitat for Humanity is the nost
successful continuous comunity service project in the history of
the United States, and in 1999, Builder magazi ne nanmed Ful |l er as
one of the nost influential people in honebuilding in the United
States in the 20th Century, and he continues to receive many
honorary doctorate and achi evenent awards for outstanding
| eader ship and contributions toward neeting the goal of
el i mnating poverty housi ng worl dw de; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we commend the
M ssi ssi ppi achi evenents of Habitat for Humanity and its founder,
who has been an inspiration to all who join community service
organi zati ons as vol unteers:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend Habitat for Humanity International and its
founder, MIllard Fuller, for this Christian organization's
successful and continuous community service to the State of
M ssissippi, and for its inspiration to all volunteer community
service, and wish it continued success in its future projects in
the cities of our state.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to the M ssissippi regional |eadership of Habitat for

Humanity International and be nmade available to the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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