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Senat or (s) Huggi ns To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 531

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON ENDORSI NG THE NATI ONAL PROCLANATI ON
OF NATI ONAL HEART FAI LURE AWARENESS WEEK AND URGA NG THE ADOPTI ON
OF CERTAI' N MEDI CAL PRACTI CE AND PAYOR REI MBURSEMENT GUI DELI NES
REGARDI NG CONGESTI VE HEART FAI LURE.

VWHEREAS, each year there are 550,000 new cases of congestive
heart failure diagnosed, with 200,000 deaths and one nmillion
hospitalizations per year due to the disease; and

VWHEREAS, congestive heart failure is the | eadi ng cause of
hospitalization in patients over the age of 65; and

VWHEREAS, congestive heart failure patients with the nost
severe synptons have approxi mately 50% one-year survival rate and
hal f of the patients with even m|d disease die within 5 years;
and

VWHEREAS, the vast majority of patients are not di agnosed
until late in the course of disease; and

VWHEREAS, a conservative estimate of annual U.S. health
expenditures for congestive heart failure is in excess of Ten
Billion Dollars with the largest portion, Eight Billion Dollars,
of this expenditure for the cost of hospitalizations; and

VWHEREAS, al t hough current treatnment guidelines recommend that
approxi mately 80% of heart failure patients receive ACE inhibitors
in conbination with beta bl ockers to extend |ife and reduce costly
hospitalizations but only 45% of patients are treated with ACE
i nhi bitors and 20% of patients receive beta bl ockers; and

VWHEREAS, the primary goals of the "National Heart Failure
Awar eness Week" are: (1) to pronote research related to al

aspects of heart failure and provide a forumfor presentation of
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that research; (2) to educate heart failure caregivers and
patients through prograns, publications, and other nedia all ow ng
for nore effective treatnent and diagnosis of heart failure; and
(3) to enhance the quality and duration of life for those with
heart failure:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby endorse the national proclamation of "National Heart
Fai |l ure Awar eness Wek."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the State of M ssissipp
endorses the National Proclamation of National Heart Failure
Awar eness week.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the State Board of Health
transmt the treatnment guidelines for congestive heart failure
publ i shed by the Heart Failure Society of America, Inc., to the
State Medical Licensure Board while urging their adoption of these
guidelines in their practice.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That physicians and payers shoul d be
encouraged to adm nister or provide rei nbursenent for
echocardi ograns to all patients over 50 years of age with a
hi story of heart di sease and begin appropriate treatnment as early
as possi bl e.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That physicians and payers shoul d be
encouraged to prescribe or provide reinbursenent for the standard
of care for congestive heart failure, including FDA approved beta
bl ockers and ACE inhibitors, as well as other therapies that have
been shown to reduce the nortality and norbidity associated with
congestive heart failure.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature endorses the
inclusion of the |latest treatnent advances for congestive heart
failure in the curriculumof the University Medical Center.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be transmtted

to the State Board of Health and the Board of Trustees of State
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61 Institutions of Hi gher Learning for appropriate action, and that

62 copies be nade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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