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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 521

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG WORLD WAR |1 VETERAN AND
FORMER STATE REPRESENTATI VE W LLI AM BRYANT RI DGMWAY OF JACKSON
M SSI SSI PP, WHO FLEW 14 M SSI ONS OVER GERVANY AS A B- 24 BOMVBER
COVVAND PI LOT.

VWHEREAS, W I Iliam Bryant Ri dgway was born in Jackson,
M ssi ssi ppi, February 12, 1919, one of five children. He
participated in the ROTC program at Jackson Central Hi gh School in
his junior and senior years and graduated with the C ass of 1936.
He attended M Il saps Coll ege and was graduated fromthe University
of M ssissippi in 1940; and

VWHEREAS, in 1940 he received his private pilot |icense
through the Cvilian Pilot Training Programin Jackson. On
Cct ober 10, 1941, two nonths before the Japanese attacked Pearl
Har bor, he enlisted in the Arny Air Corps and joined the Aviation
Cadet Program at Maxwell Field in Montgonery, Al abana. After a
nonth, he was transferred with the Aviation Cadet Cl ass of 42-E to
the Arny's primary flying school at Decatur, Alabanma. It was in
Decat ur on Sunday afternoon, Decenber 7, 1941, he heard Pearl
Har bor had been attacked by Japan and knew that he and his fell ow
cadets were in the Arny Air Corps for the duration of the war; and

VWHEREAS, upon conpl etion of Primary Flying School, he was
sent to Geenville for Basic Training in BT-13s; he graduated from
basic training in Geenville March 14, 1942, and reported to
Spence Field in Multrie, Georgia, for advanced training in the
AT-6 "Texan." He finished with 103 other pilots from Spence Field
on May 20, 1942. The Air Force was in the mddle of a huge
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expansi on program and desperately needed flight instructors. O
the 103 graduates, 99 becane instructors; and

VWHEREAS, R dgway was sel ected as a "Texan" instructor. He
conpl eted AT-6 instructor school at Maxwell Field in June 1942 and
was assigned to instruct British cadets at Craig Field in Sel nma
Al abama; and

VWHEREAS, in October 1942 R dgway was one of the instructors
sent to train fighter pilots in "Texans" at a new advanced single
engi ne flying school at Marianna, Florida. Wile there he
attended instrunent training school in Bryan, Texas, and
instructed in Marianna until My 1944; and

VWHEREAS, after instructing for nearly two years, he was sent
to Smyrna, Tennessee, for transition training in heavy four-engine
B- 24 bonbers (Liberators). He was now ordered to March Field,
Ri verside, California, to pick up a crew and undergo further crew
trai ning and on Novenber 24, 1944, Ridgway |left March Field for
Ham [ ton Field, San Francisco, for overseas assignnment; and

VWHEREAS. en route to Engl and, he boarded the USS Vernont for
the trip to Liverpool, England, then by train to the 467th Bonb
G oup, Eighth Air Force, at Rackheath, near Norwi ch, 90 m|es
nort heast of London. The base was about 20 mles fromthe English
Channel. He arrived at the 467th Headquarters on Decenber 21,
1944, and flew his first conbat m ssion to Kobl enz, Gernmany, on
January 1, 1945, as a co-pilot; and

WHEREAS, because Ri dgway had fl own hundreds of hours as an
instructor and didn't come unglued in energencies, he was soon
made a command pilot. Mst of his 14 m ssions over Germany were
in that capacity; and

VWHEREAS, R dgway said he flew nost of his mssions at 25, 000
feet where the tenperature was 35 degrees bel ow zero. B-24's were
nei ther pressurized nor heated, so the crew wore electric suits
and oxygen masks. They frequently had to break the ice that would

formin their masks from condensati on from breathi ng; and
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VWHEREAS, hi s next assignnent was Lowy Field in Denver where
he picked up a new crew and got checked out in the B-29 heavy
bonmbers. He was on standby to go to the South Pacific when the
war with Japan ended; and

VWHEREAS, after the war, R dgway returned to Jackson and
earned a | aw degree fromthe Jackson School of Law. He was
engaged in the oil and real estate business and served in the Ar
Force Reserves; and

VWHEREAS, he al so served one four-year termin the M ssissipp
House of Representatives as Representative from H nds and Yazoo
Counties but did not seek reelection; and

VWHEREAS, he served as President of the Jackson Junior Chanber
of Commerce and as President of the Jackson Central Lions C ub.

He is a menber of Galloway Menorial United Methodi st Church and
has served as |ay | eader and chairman of the board; and

VWHEREAS, he is married to Mary Juanita Wal |l ace of Canton and
they are the parents of five children; and

VWHEREAS, Ri dgway said that after four years in the mlitary
he becane convinced that our country should adopt the principle of
"peace through strength, not for aggression but for defense.” He
believes in a strong mlitary; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze one of
M ssi ssi ppi's vani shing generation of Wrld War |1 conbat
vet erans, who brought honor to his community and to his state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend World War |1 veteran and fornmer State
Representative WIliam Bryant R dgway of Jackson, M ssissippi, who
flew 14 m ssions over Germany as a B-24 Bonber Command Pil ot, and
recogni ze his patriotic and dedi cated service to the United States
of Anerica and to the State of M ssissippi, and wish himand his

famly continued success in their future endeavors.
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92 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
93 presented to M. Ridgway and his famly and be nmade available to

94 the Capitol Press Corps.
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