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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 511

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG

2 VERSATI LE DELTA STATE UNI VERSI TY QUARTERBACK JCSH BRI GHT FOR

3 LEADING H'S TEAM TO THE NCAA DI VI SI ON || NATI ONAL CHAMPI ONSHI P AND
4 FOR WNN NG THE PRESTI A QUS CONERLY TROPHY.

5 VWHEREAS, versatile quarterback Josh Bright of Batesville,

6 Mssissippi, led his Delta State University "Fighting Okra"

7 football teamto the NCAA Division Il National Chanpionship,

8 overcoming the odds to bury Bl oonsburg State 63-34 in the

9 chanpionship ganme in Florence, Al abanma; and

10 VWHEREAS, Bright, a Batesville native, has accounted for 2,456
11 vyards and 29 touchdowns in leading Delta State, 14-1, to a share
12 of the @l f South Conference chanpi onship; and

13 VWHEREAS, "Josh has been a trenmendous asset to us," Delta

14 State Coach Steve Canpbell said. "He's neant the world to our

15 teamthis year. | think his athletic ability and his nunbers

16 speak for thenselves. He has trenmendous character, and he's been
17 a leader on and off the field. Josh would be a tremendous

18 football player at any level. He's got good speed and he's so

19 strong. Sonetinmes you think option quarterback and you think of a
20 small guy, a guy you can grab by the jersey and sling himdown.
21 You're not going to do that to Josh. You'd better hit him head
22 on"; and
23 WHEREAS, Bright, 6 feet 5, 230 pounds, is the first
24 quarterback in Mssissippi to pass and run for 1,000 yards in a
25 season since Reggie Collier in 1981; and
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VWHEREAS, Josh Bright is a whiz at running the option, so he
knows a thing or two about when to keep the football and when to
pitch it; and

VWHEREAS, Bright got his hands on anot her piece of valuable
hardware - the Fifth Annual Conerly Trophy - presented by NFL Hal
of Famer Frank G fford, and recognizes the Delta State junior
quarterback as the best college football player in M ssissippi;
and

WHEREAS, Bright is the first quarterback to win the Conerly
Trophy since e Mss' Stewart Patridge in 1997. He's also the
second Division Il player to win the award, joining forner Delta
State running back Tregnel Thomas, who won the inaugural award in
1996; and

VWHEREAS, "It's been an awesone season.” Bright said. "I'd
li ke to thank ny teammates - without them| wouldn't be here.
had great players all over the field with ne"; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
si ngul ar achi evenent of this student-athlete, who has brought
honor to his university, his community and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate versatile Delta State
University Junior Quarterback Josh Bright for |eading his teamto
the NCAA Division Il National Chanpionship and for w nning the
prestigious Conerly Trophy, and wi sh himcontinued success in his
future athletic and schol asti c endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Josh Bright and Delta State Coach Steve Canpbell, and
be forwarded to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

H gher Learning and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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