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Senator (s) Mdffatt, Robertson To: Local and Private

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 3209

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 856, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1986,
AS AMENDED, TO RECONSTI TUTE THE MEMBERSH P OF THE EMERGENCY
COMVUNI CATI ONS DI STRI CT BOARD | N JACKSON COUNTY, M SSI SSI PPI; AND
FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Chapter 856, Local and Private Laws of 1986, as
anended by Chapter 828, Laws of 1988, is amended as foll ows:

Section 1. The Legislature finds and declares it to be in
the public interest to shorten the tine required for a citizen to
request and receive energency aid. The provision of a single,
primary three-digit emergency nunber through which energency
services can be quickly and efficiently obtained will provide a
significant contribution to | aw enforcenent and ot her public
service efforts by sinplifying the notification of public service
personnel. Such a sinplified nmeans of procuring energency
services will result in the saving of life, a reduction in the
destruction of property, quicker apprehension of crimnals, and
ultimately the saving of nonies. Establishnment of a uniform
energency nunber is a matter of concern and interest to al
citizens of Jackson County.

Section 2. For purposes of this act, the follow ng words and
ternms shall have the followi ng nmeani ngs, unless the context
clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Exchange access facilities" shall nean all |ines,
provi ded by the service supplier for the provision of |ocal
exchange service, as defined in existing general subscriber

services tariffs.
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(b) "Tariff rate" shall nean the rate or rates billed
by a service supplier as stated in the service supplier's tariffs
and approved by the Public Service Conmm ssion, which represent the
service supplier's recurring charges for exchange access
facilities, exclusive of all taxes, fees, licenses, or simlar
char ges what soever.

(c) "District" shall mean any conmuni cations district
created pursuant to this act.

(d) "Service supplier"” shall nean any person providing
exchange tel ephone service to any service user throughout the
county.

(e) "Service user" shall mean any person, not otherw se
exenpt fromtaxation, who is provided exchange tel ephone service
in the county.

(f) "E911" shall nean Enhanced Uni versal Enmergency
Nunber Service or Enhanced 911 Service which is a tel ephone
exchange conmuni cati ons service whereby a Public Safety Answering
Poi nt (PSAP) designated by the custoner may receive tel ephone
calls dialed to the tel ephone nunber 911. E911 Service includes
| i nes and equi pnrent necessary for the answering, transferring and
di spat ching of public energency tel ephone calls originated by
persons wthin the serving area who dial 911.

Section 3. The Board of Supervisors of Jackson County is
her eby aut horized and enpowered, in its discretion, to create, by
order duly adopted and entered on its mnutes, an energency
communi cations district conposed of all of the territory within
t he county.

Section 4. (1) Wen any such district is created, the
affairs of the district shall be governed by a comm ssi on conposed
of the following: (a) the Jackson County Civil Defense Director;
(b) the Jackson County Sheriff; (c) the Police Chief of the Cty
of Pascagoula; (d) the Police Chief of the Gty of Mdss Point; (e)

the Police Chief of the Gty of Ocean Springs; (f) the Chief Law
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Enforcenent O ficer of the Gty of Gautier; (g) the Fire Chief of
the Gty of Pascagoula; (h) the Fire Chief of the Gty of Mss
Point; (i) the Fire Chief of the City of Ccean Springs; (j) the
Chief Fire Service Oficer of the Gty of Gautier; (k) a menber of
the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol office in Gulfport; (1) a
representative of the County Contract Anmbul ance Provider; and (m
five (5) citizens appointed one (1) each by the Board of

Supervi sors of Jackson County, the governing authorities of the
City of Pascagoul a, the governing authorities of the City of Mbss
Poi nt, the governing authorities of the City of Ccean Springs and
the governing authorities of the Gty of Gautier.

(2) Fromand after the effective date of Senate Bill No.

3209, 2001 Regul ar Session, the conm ssion created pursuant to

subsection (1) of this section shall be reconstituted as foll ows:

t he Board of Supervisors of Jackson County shall appoint a

conmmi ssi on conposed of seven (7) citizens to govern the district.

Initially, two (2) nenbers shall be appointed for a termof two

(2) years, two (2) nmenbers shall be appointed for a termof three

(3) years and three (3) nenbers shall be appointed for a term of

four (4) years. Such terns shall begin upon the effective date of

Senate Bill No. 3209, 2001 Regul ar Session. Thereafter the term

of office of the nenbers of the board shall be four (4) years from

the expiration date of the previous termor until their successors

shal | have been appointed and qualified. The nenbers of the board

shall be domciled in the district and shall be qualified electors

of the district.

(3) The comm ssion shall elect officers fromanong the
menbership of the comm ssion and shall keep a full and conplete
record of its actions.

(4 A mjority of the comm ssion nenbership shall constitute
a quorumand all official action of the comm ssion shall require a

quor um
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Section 5. The digits 911 shall be the prinmary energency
t el ephone nunber, but the invol ved agencies may maintain a
separate secondary backup nunber and shall maintain a separate
nunber for nonenergency tel ephone calls.

Section 6. The energency tel ephone system shall be designed
to have the capability of utilizing at |east one (1) of the
followi ng four (4) nethods in response to energency calls:

(a) "District dispatch nmethod,” which is a tel ephone
service to a centralized dispatch center providing for the
di spatch of an appropriate energency service unit upon receipt of
a tel ephone request for such services and a decision as to the
proper action to be taken, including an E911 system as defined in
Section 2 of this act.

(b) "Relay nethod,"” which is a tel ephone service
wher eby pertinent information is noted by the recipient of a
t el ephone request for emergency services, and is relayed to
appropriate public safety agencies or other providers of energency
services for dispatch of an energency service unit.

(c) "Transfer nmethod,"” which is a tel ephone service
whi ch recei ves tel ephone requests for energency services and
directly transfers such requests to an appropriate public safety
agency or other provider of emergency services.

(d) "Referral nmethod,"” which is a tel ephone service
whi ch, upon the receipt of a tel ephone request for energency
services, provides the requesting party with the tel ephone nunber
of the appropriate public safety agency or other provider of
ener gency services.

The conm ssion shall select the nmethod which it determnes to
be the nost feasible for the county.

Section 7. (1) The board of supervisors when so authorized
by a vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the county
voting in an election held therefor, in accordance wth |aw, may

| evy an energency tel ephone service charge in an anount not to

S. B. No. 3209 *SS26/R1429CS*
01/ SS26/ R1429CS
PAGE 4



126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158

exceed five percent (5% of the tariff rate. The board of
supervisors may, upon its own initiative, call such a speci al

el ection in the manner provided by |aw for special elections. Any
such service charge shall have uniform application and shall be

i nposed throughout the entirety of the district to the greatest
extent possible in conformty with availability of such service in
any area of the district.

(2) |If the proceeds generated by the energency tel ephone
servi ce charge exceed the anbunt of nonies necessary to fund the
service, the board of supervisors shall reduce the service charge
rate to an anmount adequate to fund the service. In lieu of
reduci ng the service charge rate, the board of supervisors may
tenporarily or permanently suspend such service charge, if the
revenues generated therefromexceed the needs. The board of
supervisors nmay thereafter reestablish the original energency
t el ephone service charge rate, or |ift the suspension thereof, if
t he amount of nonies generated is not adequate to fund the
servi ce.

(3) An energency tel ephone service charge shall be inposed
only upon the anmpbunt received fromthe tariff rate exchange access
lines. |If there is no separate exchange access charge stated in
the service supplier's tariffs, the board of supervisors shal
determ ne a uni form percentage not in excess of eighty-five
percent (85% of the tariff rate for basic exchange tel ephone
service that shall be deened to be the equivalent of tariff rate
exchange access lines, until such tine as the service supplier
est abli shes such a tariff rate. No such service charge shall be
i nposed upon nore than twenty-five (25) exchange access facilities
per person per location. Every billed service user shall be
| iabl e for any service charge i nposed under this section until it
has been paid to the service supplier. The duty of the service
supplier to collect any such service charge shall comrence upon

the date of its inplenentation, which shall be specified in the
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resolution calling the election. Any such energency tel ephone
service charge shall be added to and nmay be stated separately in
the billing by the service supplier to the service user.

(4) The service supplier shall have no obligation to take
any legal action to enforce the collection of any energency
t el ephone service charge. However, the service supplier shal
annual |y provide the board of supervisors and governi ng conmm ssi on
with a list of the anmpbunt uncollected, together with the nanes and
addresses of those service users who carry a bal ance that can be
determ ned by the service supplier to be nonpaynent of such
service charge. The service charge shall be collected at the sane
time as the tariff rate in accordance with the regular billing
practice of the service supplier. Good faith conpliance by the
service supplier with this provision shall constitute a conplete
defense to any legal action or claimwhich may result fromthe
service supplier's determ nation of nonpaynent and/or the
identification of service users in connection therewth.

(5) The amounts collected by the service supplier
attributable to any energency tel ephone service charge shall be
due the county treasury quarterly. The anpbunt of service charge
collected in one (1) calendar quarter by the service supplier
shall be remtted to the county no |later than sixty (60) days
after the close of a calendar quarter. A return, in such formas
the board of supervisors and the service supplier agree upon,
shall be filed with the county, together with a remttance of the
anount of service charge collected payable to the county. The
service supplier shall maintain records of the anpunt of the
service charge collected for a period of at least two (2) years
fromdate of collection. The board of supervisors and conm ssion
shall receive an annual audit of the service supplier's books and
records with respect to the collection and remttance of the

service charge. Fromthe gross receipts to be remtted to the
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county, the service supplier shall be entitled to retain as an
adm ni strative fee, an anount equal to one percent (1% thereof.
(6) In order to provide additional funding for the district,
the county comm ssion may receive federal, state, county or
muni ci pal funds, as well as funds from private sources, and may
expend such funds for the purposes of this act.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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