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Senator(s) Carlton To:  Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 3013

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 99-39-103, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE NUMBER AND QUALI FI CATI ONS OF THE PERSONNEL OF THE
OFFI CE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 99-39-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

99-39-103. There is created the M ssissippi Ofice of
Capi tal Post-Conviction Counsel. This office shall consist of
three (3) attorneys, one (1) investigator, one (1) fiscal officer
and one (1) secretary/paralegal. One of the attorneys shall serve
as director of the office. The director shall be appointed by the
Chi ef Justice of the Supreme Court with the approval of a majority
of the justices voting, for a termof four (4) years, or until a
successor takes office. The remaining attorneys and other staff
shal | be appointed by the director of the office and shall serve
at the will and pleasure of the director. The director and al

other attorneys in the office shall either be active nenbers of

The M ssissippi Bar, or, if a nenber in good standing of the bar

of another jurisdiction, nust apply to and secure adm ssion to The

M ssissippi Bar within twelve (12) nonths of the commencenent of

t he person's enploynent by the office. The attorneys shall neet

all qualifications necessary to serve as post-conviction counsel
for persons under a sentence of death. The director may be
removed fromoffice by the Chief Justice upon finding that the
director is not qualified under |aw to serve as post-conviction

counsel for persons under sentences of death, has failed to
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performthe duties of the office or

the authority granted by law for the office.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.

S. B. No. 3013
01/ SS02/ R862
PAGE 2

*SS02/R862*

ST: Post conviction counsel ;
qual i fications.

has acted beyond the scope of
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