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To: Public Utilities;

Senat or (s) Robertson Appropr i at i ons

SENATE BI LL NO. 3001
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 77-6-11, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF COMM SSI ONERS OF THE MUNI Cl PAL GAS
AUTHORI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI TO PARTI Cl PATE AND VOTE | N MEETI NGS VI A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS OR ELECTRONI C MEANS AND TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH
MEETI NGS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE OPEN MEETI NGS LAW AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 77-6-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-6-11. The authority shall consist of a board of
comi ssi oners appointed by the respective utility comm ssions of
the nmunicipalities which are nmenbers of the authority. Each
muni cipality shall appoint one (1) conm ssioner who may, at the
di scretion of the municipality, be an officer or enployee of the
muni cipality, the appointnment to be made by resolution. Each
comi ssi oner shall have one (1) vote. Each comm ssioner shal
serve at the pleasure of the utility comm ssion by which he was
appoi nted. Each appoi nted conm ssi oner before entering upon his
duties shall enter into bond with a corporate surety in an anount
not |ess than Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000.00), conditioned on
the faithful performance of his duties, and shall take and
subscribe to an oath, before sonme person authorized by law to
adm ni ster oaths, to execute the duties of his office faithfully
and inpartially, and such bond and oath shall be filed with the
governing authority of the appointing municipality and spread upon
its minutes. The prem uns on such bonds shall be paid by the

muni ci pality.
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The board of conm ssioners of the authority shall annually
el ect one (1) of the conm ssioners as chairmn, another as
vi ce-chai rman, and anot her person or persons who may but need not
be conm ssioners to serve as treasurer, secretary and, if desired,
assistant secretary. The treasurer shall enter into bond with a
corporate surety in such anmount of not |ess than Twenty-five
Thousand Dol | ars ($25, 000.00), as may be determined by the
conmm ssioners. The office of treasurer nmay be held by the
secretary or assistant secretary. The board of comm ssioners may
al so appoint such additional officers as it deens necessary. The
secretary or assistant secretary of the authority shall keep a
record of the proceedings of the authority, and the secretary
shall be the custodian of all records, books, docunents and papers
filed with the authority, the m nute book or journal of the
authority and its official seal. Either the secretary or the
assi stant secretary of the authority may cause copies to be nade
of all mnutes and other records and docunents of the authority
and may give certificates under the official seal of the authority
to the effect that such copies are true copies, and all persons
dealing with the authority may rely upon such certificates.

A majority of the comm ssioners of the authority then in
office shall constitute a quorum A vacancy in the board of
comm ssioners of the authority shall not inpair the right of a
guorumto exercise all the rights and performall the duties of
the authority. Any action taken by the authority under the
provi sions of this chapter may be authorized by resolution at any
regul ar or special neeting, and each such resolution shall take
effect immedi ately and need not be published or posted. A
majority of the votes which the conm ssioners present are entitled
to cast shall be necessary and sufficient to take any action or to
pass any resolution, provided that such conm ssioners present are
entitled to cast a majority of the votes of all comm ssioners of

the board. Any conmi ssioner nmay participate and vote in regul ar
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or special neetings of the board, as well as neetings of various

committees of the board, via telecommunications or electronic

neans, and such participation and voting shall have the sane

effect as if the comm ssioner were physically present at such

neetings. Any neeting of the board of conmmi ssioners or of a

commttee of the board at which one or nore of the conm ssioners

is participating via tel ecomuni cations or electronic neans shall

be subject to the Open Meetings Law (Chapter 41, Title 25,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972), and all discussions during the neeting

via tel ecommuni cati ons or electronic neans, other than di scussions

hel d in executive session, nust be open to the public. Notice of

any neeting at which one or nore conm ssioners may be

participating via tel ecommuni cations or el ectronic neans shal

specify the |ocation at which the neeting will be open to the

publi c.

No conm ssioner of the authority shall receive any
conpensation for the performance of his duties hereunder; however,

each comm ssioner, other than a conm ssioner participating in a

neeting via tel econmuni cations or electronic neans, nmay be paid a

per diem as provided by Section 25-3-69 * * * while engaged in the
performance of such duties.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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