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Senator (s) Horhn (By Request) J@ifafgplkgpﬁﬁglfgtfggs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2942

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-13-105 AND 43-13-107, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl MEDI CAI D COW SSI ON,
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 43-13-105, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
43-13-105. When used in this article, the foll ow ng
definitions shall apply, unless the context requires otherw se:
(a) "Adm nistering agency"” neans the D vision of
Medicaid in the Ofice of the Governor as created by this article.

(b) "Division" or "Division of Medicaid" wherever they

appear in the laws of the State of M ssissippi, shall nean the

M ssi ssi ppi  Medi cai d Conmi ssi on established in Section 43-13-107.

(c) "Medical assistance" neans paynent of part or al
of the costs of nedical and renedial care provided under the terns
of this article and in accordance with provisions of Titles X X
and XXI of the Social Security Act, as anmended.

(d) "Applicant” neans a person who applies for
assi stance under Titles IV, XVI, XIX or XXI of the Social Security
Act, as anmended, and under the ternms of this article.

(e) "Recipient" neans a person who is eligible for
assi stance under Title XIX or XXI of the Social Security Act, as
anmended and under the ternms of this article.

(f) "State health agency" shall nean any agency,
departnment, institution, board or conm ssion of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, except the University Medical School, which is

supported in whole or in part by any public funds, including funds
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directly appropriated fromthe State Treasury, funds derived by
taxes, fees levied or collected by statutory authority, or any
ot her funds used by "state health agencies"” derived fromfederal
sources, when any funds avail able to such agency are expended
either directly or indirectly in connection with, or in support
of , any public health, hospital, hospitalization or other public
prograns for the preventive treatnment or actual nedical treatnent
of persons who are physically or nentally ill or nmentally
ret arded.

(g) "Mssissippi Medicaid Conmssion" * * * neans the

conmi ssion as established in Section 43-13-107.

SECTION 2. Section 43-13-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

43-13-107. (1) The M ssissippi Medicaid Commssion is

hereby created * * * and established to adm nister this article
and perform such other duties as are prescribed by | aw.

The Governor shall appoint, with the advice and consent of

the Senate, a three-nenber conm ssion, none of whom shall be a

provider or representative of a provider of services as

contenplated by this article or have any financial or other

interest in any provider of services. Their terns of office shal

be for six (6) years each and until their successors shall have

been appointed and qualified, except that the origi nal appointees

shall serve one (1) for a termof tw (2) years, one (1) for a

termof four (4) years, and one (1) for a termof six (6) years,

to be so designated by the Governor at the tine of appointnent.

The Governor shall designate, at the tinme of appointnent, one (1)

of such nenbers as chairman of the conm ssion. A majority of the

menbership shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any

busi ness. The comm ssion shall hold regular nonthly neetings, and

ot her neetings as nmay be necessary, for the purpose of conducting

such business as may be required. Menbers shall be conpensated at
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the per diemas is authorized by |law, plus actual and necessary

expenses as provided by Section 25-3-41.

There is also established a Medicaid Legislative Oversight

Comm ttee to include the Chairman of the Appropriations Conmttee

of the Senate, the Chairman of the Public Health Comm ttee of the

Senate, the Chairman of the Appropriations Comrittee of the House

of Representatives and the Chairman of the Public Health and

Wl fare Conmttee of the House of Representatives, which may neet

concurrently with the comm ssion or at another tinme upon call of

the chairman. The Chairmanship of the Legislative Oversight

Committee shall rotate between the Chairnen of the Public Health

and Wel fare Commttees, with the Chairman of the House Committee

serving first. Any nenber of the Oversight Conmttee who also is

or who shall hereafter becone a provider or representative of a

provi der of services as contenplated by this article, shall be

di squalified thereupon fromserving on the Oversight Conmittee,

and his position on the conmmttee shall be thereby vacated; and if

such position be vacated for such reason, the Lieutenant Governor,

in the case of a Senate nenber, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, in the case of a nenber of the House, shal

appoi nt a nenber of that respective branch to fill the vacancy.

Menbers of the Medicaid Legislative Oversight Commttee shall be

rei nbursed at the per diemrate applicable for attending commttee

nmeeti ngs when the Legislature is not in session.

(2) The Governor shall appoint a full-tinme director, with
t he advi ce and consent of the Senate, who shall be either (a) a
physician wth adm ni strative experience in a nedical care or
health program or (b) a person holding a graduate degree in
nmedi cal care adm nistration, public health, hospital
adm ni stration, or the equivalent, or (c) a person holding a
bachel or' s degree in business adm nistration or hospital
adm nistration, with at |least ten (10) years' experience in

managenent - | evel adm ni stration of Medicaid prograns, and who
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shall serve at the will and pleasure of the Governor. The
director shall be the official secretary and | egal custodi an of
the records of the division; shall be the agent of the division
for the purpose of receiving all service of process, summons and
notices directed to the division; and shall perform such ot her
duties as the Governor shall, fromtime to tinme, prescribe. The
director, with the approval of the Governor and the rules and
regul ations of the State Personnel Board, shall enploy such
prof essional, adm nistrative, stenographic, secretarial, clerical
and techni cal assistance as may be necessary to performthe duties
required in admnistering this article and fix the conpensation
therefor, all in accordance with a state nerit system neeting
federal requirenents, except that when the salary of the director
is not set by law, such salary shall be set by the State Personnel
Board. No enpl oyees of the Division of Medicaid shall be
considered to be staff menbers of the inmmediate O fice of the
Governor; however, the provisions of Section 25-9-107 (c) (xv)
shall apply to the director and other adm nistrative heads of the
di vi si on.
(3) (a) There is established a Medical Care Advisory
Comm ttee, which shall be the committee that is required by
federal regulation to advise the Division of Medicaid about health
and nedi cal care services.
(b) The commttee shall consist of not |ess than el even
(11) menbers, as foll ows:
(1) The Governor shall appoint five (5) nenbers,
one (1) fromeach congressional district as presently constituted,
(ii1) The Lieutenant Governor shall appoint three
(3) nmenbers, one (1) fromeach Suprene Court district;
(iii) The Speaker of the House of Representatives
shal | appoint three (3) nenbers, one (1) from each Suprene Court

district.
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Al'l nmenbers appoi nted under this paragraph shall either be
heal th care providers or consuners of health care services. One
(1) menber appointed by each of the appointing authorities shal
be a board certified physician.

(c) The respective chairnen of the House Public Health
and Welfare Conmittee, the House Appropriations Comrmittee, the
Senate Public Health and Welfare Conm ttee and the Senate
Appropriations Conmttee, or their designees, one (1) nenber of
the State Senate appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and one (1)
menber of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of
t he House, shall serve as ex officio nonvoting nenbers.

(d) In addition to the commttee nenbers required by
par agraph (b), the commttee shall consist of such other nenbers
as are necessary to neet the requirenents of the federal
regul ati on applicable to the Medical Care Advisory Commttee, who
shal | be appointed as provided in the federal regulation.

(e) The chairmanship of the Medical Care Advisory
Commttee shall alternate for twelve-nonth periods between the
chairnmen of the House and Senate Public Health and Welfare
Conmttees, with the Chairman of the House Public Health and
Wl fare Conmttee serving as the first chairman.

(f) The nmenmbers of the commttee specified in paragraph
(b) shall serve for terns that are concurrent with the terns of
menbers of the Legislature, and any nenber appoi nted under
par agraph (b) may be reappointed to the conmttee. The nenbers of
the conmmttee specified in paragraph (b) shall serve w thout
conpensation, but shall receive reinbursenent to defray actua
expenses incurred in the performance of comm ttee business as
authorized by law. Legislators shall receive per diem and
expenses which may be paid fromthe contingent expense funds of
their respective houses in the sanme anounts as provided for

commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session.
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(g) The commttee shall neet not |ess than quarterly,
and conmttee nmenbers shall be furnished witten notice of the
nmeetings at |least ten (10) days before the date of the neeting.

(h) The Executive Director of the D vision of Mdicaid
shall submt to the conmttee all anmendnments, nodifications and
changes to the state plan for the operation of the Medicaid
program for review by the commttee before the anendnents,
nodi fications or changes may be inplenented by the division.

(i) The commttee, anong its duties and
responsibilities, shall:

(i) Advise the division with respect to
anmendnents, nodifications and changes to the state plan for the
operation of the Medicaid program

(i1) Advise the division with respect to issues
concerning recei pt and di sbursenent of funds and eligibility for
medi cal assi st ance,;

(iii) Advise the division with respect to
determ ning the quantity, quality and extent of nedical care
provi ded under this article;

(iv) Comunicate the views of the nedical care
prof essions to the division and comruni cate the views of the
division to the nedi cal care professions;

(v) Gather information on reasons that nedical
care providers do not participate in the Medicaid program and
changes that could be nmade in the programto encourage nore
providers to participate in the Medicaid program and advise the
division with respect to encouragi ng physicians and ot her nedi cal
care providers to participate in the Medicaid program

(vi) Provide a witten report on or before
Novenber 30 of each year to the CGovernor, Lieutenant Governor and
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2001.
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