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To: Educati on;

Senator(s) Farris Appropri ati ons

SENATE BI LL NO. 2918

AN ACT CREATI NG THE M SSI SSI PPl COVM SSI ON ON PSYCHI ATRI C
VEDI CATI ON OF SCHOOL- AGE CHI LDREN; TO PRESCRI BE | TS DUTI ES; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, national nedical reports indicate that psychiatric
drugs are prescribed to between five mllion and six mllion
chil dren each year who represent about ten percent of the total
school - age popul ation; and

VWHEREAS, the International Narcotics Control Board of the
Wrld Health Organization has reported that the united States is
anong the | eading users of psychiatric drugs and has warned us
agai nst our national trend to overprescribe stinulants for
children; NOW THEREFORE

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Comm ssion

on Psychiatric Medication of School -Age Children. The conmi ssion
shall be conposed of twelve (12) nenbers. Four (4) nenbers of the
House of Representatives shall be appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and include a nmenber of the House
Conmttee on Public Health and Welfare, and a nenber of the House
Comm ttee on Education. Four (4) nenbers of the Senate shall be
appoi nted by the President of the Senate and include a nmenber of
the Senate Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee and a nmenber of the
Senate Education Commttee. Four (4) menbers shall be appointed
by the Governor to represent state governnmental services in the

areas of health, hunman resources, children services and educati on.
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The Governor shall appoint the chairperson who shall call al
nmeeti ngs and schedul e the agenda of the conm ssion.

(2) The conm ssion shall undertake a study to investigate
the use of psychiatric nedications and their effects on school - age
children of this state and to provide recommendations for inproved
oversight of the prescribed use of narcotics anong M ssissippi's
youth. The comm ssion nmay conduct neetings at such places and at
such tinmes as it may deem necessary or convenient to enable it to
exercise fully and effectively its powers, performits duties, and
acconplish the objectives and purposes of this resolution. The
menbers of the comm ssion shall serve w thout conpensation;
provi ded, however that |egislative nmenbers shall receive the
al l onances authorized for legislative comnmttees but shall receive
the sane for not nore than five (5) days unless additional days
are authorized. The funds necessary to carry out the provisions
of this resolution shall cone fromthe funds appropriated to the
Senate and House of Representatives contingent expense fund. In
t he event the comm ssion makes a report of its findings and
recommendati ons, w th suggestions for proposed |legislation, if
any, such reports shall be nade on or before Decenber 1, 2001
The conmm ssion shall stand abolished on Decenber 1, 2001.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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