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Senat or (s) Lee To:  Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2888

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-29-45, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE PUNI SHVENT FOR HARASSI NG, OBSCENE OR ANNOYI NG
TELEPHONE CALLS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 97-29-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
97-29-45. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person or
per sons:

(a) To nmake any coment, request, suggestion or
proposal over a tel ephone which is obscene, | ewd or |ascivious
with intent to abuse, threaten or harass any party to a tel ephone
conversation

(b) To make a telephone call, with intent to terrify,
intimdate or harass, and threaten to inflict injury or physical
harmto any person at the called nunber or to his property;

(c) To nake a tel ephone call, whether or not
conversation ensues, w thout disclosing his identity and with
intent to annoy, abuse, threaten or harass any person at the
cal | ed nunber

(d) To nmake or cause the tel ephone of another
repeatedly or continuously to ring, with intent to harass any
person at the called nunber;

(e) To nake repeated tel ephone calls, during which
conversation ensues, solely to harass any person at the called
nunmber; or

(f) Knowngly to permt any tel ephone under his control

to be used for any purpose prohibited by this section.
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(2) Any person who violates this section shall be punished

as foll ows:

(a) A person * * * convicted of a first violation of

this section shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars
($500.00) or inprisoned in the county jail not nore than six (6)

mont hs, or both.

(b) A person convicted of a second violation of this

section shall be fined not nore than One Thousand Dol | ars

(%1, 000.00) or inprisoned in the county jail not nore than one (1)

year, or both.

(c) A person convicted of a third violation of this

section shall be guilty of a felony and shall be sentenced to the

custody of the department of corrections for not nore than two (2)
years.

(3) Any person violating this section may be prosecuted in

the county where the tel ephone call, conversation or |anguage
originates in case such call, conversation or |anguage originates
in the State of Mssissippi. |In case the call, conversation or

| anguage origi nates outside of the State of M ssissippi then such
person shall be prosecuted in the county to which it is
transmtted.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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