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Senat or (s) Turner To:  Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2833

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-19-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE APPO NTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE COVMM SSI ON ON JUDI Cl AL
PERFORMANCE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-977, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE FI LI NG OF | NTENT TO BE A CANDI DATE FOR JUDI Cl AL
OFFI CE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-1021, M SSI SSI PPl CCDE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE PERM TTED CONTRI BUTI ONS TO JUDI Cl AL CAMPAI GNS FOR OFFI CE;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 9-19-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-19-1. The Conm ssion on Judicial Performance shall consi st
of the follow ng nenbers:
(a) One (1) circuit court judge to be appointed by the
Conference of Grcuit Court Judges;
(b) One (1) chancellor to be appointed by the
Conf erence of Chancery Court Judges;
(c) One (1) county court judge to be appointed by the
Conf erence of County Court Judges;
(d) One (1) justice court judge to be appointed by the
M ssi ssi ppi Justice Court Oficers Association;
(e) One (1) practicing attorney to be appointed by the
Governi ng Board of The M ssissippi Bar; and

(f) Two (2) lay persons who shall not be residents of
the sane Suprenme Court district to be appointed by the Chief
Justice of the Suprenme Court of Mssissippi. * * *

An alternate for each nmenber shall be selected at the tine

and in the manner prescribed for initial appointnments in each
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representative class to replace those nenbers who m ght be
di squalified or absent.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-977, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

23-15-977. (1) Al candidates for judicial office as
defined in Section 23-15-975 of this subarticle shall file their
intent to be a candidate with the proper officials not later than
5:00 p.m on the first Friday after the first Monday in August
prior to the general election for judicial office and shall pay to
the proper officials the foll ow ng anmounts:

(a) Candidates for Suprene Court judge and Court of
Appeal s, the sum of Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00).

(b) Candidates for circuit judge and chancellor, the
sum of One Hundred Dol I ars ($100. 00).

(c) Candidates for county judge and famly court judge,
the sumof Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(2) Candidates for judicial offices listed in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent
to be a candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent nade
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to, the State Board of
El ecti on Conm ssi oners.

(3) Candidates for judicial offices |listed in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent to be a
candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent nmade pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section to, the circuit clerk of the proper
county. The circuit clerk shall notify the county conmm ssioners
of election of all persons who have filed their intent to be a
candidate filed with, and paid the proper assessnent to, such
clerk. Such notification shall occur within two (2) business days
and shall contain all necessary information.

SECTION 3. Section 23-15-1021, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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23-15-1021. It shall be unlawful for any individual or
political action conmttee not affiliated wth a political party,

corporation, incorporated conpany or incorporated association, by

what ever nane it nay be known, incorporated or organi zed under the

laws of this state, or doing business in this state, or for any

servant, agent, enployee or officer thereof to give, donate,

appropriate or furnish directly or indirectly, any noney,

security, funds or property in excess of Two Hundred Fifty Doll ars

($250.00) for the purpose of aiding any candi date or candi date's
political commttee for judge of a county, circuit or chancery

court or in excess of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the

pur pose of aiding any candi date or candidate's political commttee
for judge of the Court of Appeals or justice of the Suprene Court,
or to give, donate, appropriate or furnish directly or indirectly,

any noney, security, funds or property in excess of Two Hundred

Fifty Dollars ($250.00) to any candidate or the candidate's

political commttee for judge of a county, circuit or chancery

court or in excess of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the

pur pose of aiding any candi date or candidate's political commttee
for judge of the Court of Appeals or justice of the Suprene Court,
as a contribution to the expense of a candidate for judicial
of fice.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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