M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

To: Highways and

By: Senator(s) Tollison Transpor tati on

SENATE BI LL NO. 2827

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-9-29, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVIDE FOR THE ALLOCATI ON AND MATCHI NG OF FEDERAL Al D H GHWAY

3 FUNDS ALLOCATED TO M SSI SSI PPI UNDER THE TRANSPORTATI ON EQUI TY ACT
4 FOR THE TVENTY-FI RST CENTURY (TEA-21); TO AVEND SECTI ON 65-9- 30,

5 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED
6 PURPCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 65-9-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 65-9-29. (1) Federal aid highway funds allocated to

11 Mssissippi * * * to be expended on the federal aid * * * roads
12 shall be expended as foll ows:

13 (a) * * * Federal aid * * * funds allocated to

14 Mssissippi and to be expended on the federal aid routes shall be
15 divided between the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation and
16 the several counties, so that fifty percent (50%4 wll be natched
17 by the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation and expended on
18 the federal aid routes on the state highway system and fifty

19 percent (50% natched by the counties with state aid or | ocal

20 funds and expended on the federal aid routes in the several

21 counti es.

22 (b) Such division will be nade upon allocation by the
23 Adm nistrator of the Federal H ghway Adm nistration. The

24 expenditure of all federal * * * funds shall be through and under
25 the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation, subject to and in
26 accordance with all rules and regul ati ons and applicable | aws of
27 the federal governnent.
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(c) Not less than fifty percent (50% of the funds

appropriated to M ssissippi under the surface transportation

program aut hori zation of Public Law 105-178 (the Transportation

Equity Act for the Twenty-first Century, hereinafter called

TEA-21), shall be allocated for sub-state distribution in any area

of the state and fifty percent (50% of the anpbunt allocated to

areas with a population of less than five thousand (5, 000) shal

be allocated to the eighty-two (82) counties of the state and

adm nistered by the Ofice of State Aid Road Constructi on.

(d) Not less than thirty percent (309 of the bridge

repl acenent funds allocated to M ssissippi under TEA-21 shall be

all ocated to the eighty-two (82) counties of the state to repl ace

deficient bridges in accordance with all rules and regul ati ons of

t he Federal H ghway Administration and adm nistered by the Ofice

of State Aid Road Constructi on.

(e) The anpunt of funds allocated to each county for
use on state aid systemroads wll be apportioned anong the

counties of this state by the M ssissippi Transportation

Comm ssion in accordance with the formula in the manner provided

in Section 65-9-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972. The M ssi ssipp

Transportation Conmm ssion is authorized to finance fromits own

funds the prelimnary surveys, engineering and plans for all work
i nvol ving funds expended on federal aid * * * projects on the
state aid road system and the rights-of-way required for state
aid systemroads constructed with federal aid highway funds wl|
be provided by the county receiving such aid fromits funds other

than state aid funds. The M ssissippi Transportati on Conm ssion

w || program federal aid highway funds made avail able to the
counties under this section on such projects and [imted to such
counties as recommended by the State A d Engineer.

(2) Federal "safer off-systemi funds, and/or any other
avai l abl e federal road funds, except the federal aid highway funds

her ei nabove provided for separately, allocated to M ssissippi and
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to be expended on county roads, but not on the designated state
hi ghway system shall be expended as foll ows:

(a) Federal "safer off-systent funds and/or any such
ot her avail able federal road funds shall be matched with avail able
state aid funds and expended on such county roads.

(b) The expenditure of such federal "safer off-systent
funds and/or all such other avail able federal road funds shall be

t hrough and under the M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion,

subject to, and in accordance with, all rules and regul ati ons and
applicable laws of the federal governnent.

(c) The amount of such federal "safer off-systent funds
and/ or all such other available federal road funds allocated to
each county for use on such county roads will be apportioned anong

the counties of this state by the M ssissippi Transportation

Commi ssion in accordance with the formula in the nmanner provided

in Section 65-9-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972. The M ssi ssipp

Transportati on Comm ssion will program such federal "safer

of f-systent funds and/or all such other avail able federal road
funds nade avail able to the counties on such projects and limted
to such counties as recomended by the State A d Engi neer.

(3) Federal aid off-system highway funds allocated to
M ssi ssi ppi, (except federal aid highway funds and federal "safer
of f-systent funds provided for separately in subsections (1) and
(2) of this section), including * * * other special grants nade
avail abl e for expenditure of county roads, shall be expended as
fol | ows:

(a) Federal aid off-system highway funds expended on
state aid roads shall be matched with available state aid funds
and/ or other available | ocal funds, or as otherw se provided in
Section 65-1-70, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(b) Federal aid off-system highway funds avail abl e for
expenditure on roads not on the state aid systemand not eligible

for inclusion on the state aid systemshall be matched with
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avail abl e l ocal funds, or as otherw se provided in Section 65-9-17
or Section 65-1-70, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(c) The expenditure of all federal off-system highway
funds on county roads shall be programed by the State H ghway
Comm ssion, subject to and in accordance with applicable federal
law, rules and regulations, and limted to such county projects as
recommended by the State Aid Engineer. The State A d Engineer is
authorized to assign state aid personnel to adm nister off-system
construction projects and ot her special federal aid program
requirements in the same manner and under the sane provisions and
conditions as other projects authorized under this chapter.

SECTION 2. Section 65-9-30, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

65-9-30. (1) The State Aid Engineer shall maintain an
accurate record of all federal aid highway funds, federal "safer
of f-systent funds, and all other available federal road funds
allocated to the counties in accordance with the percentages set
out in Section 65-9-3. He shall |ikew se maintain an accurate
account of all state aid funds apportioned to the counties in
accordance wth the percentages and provisions set out in Section
27-65-75.

(2) The State Aid Engineer is hereby authorized to utilize
state aid funds, and federal aid highway funds allocated to the
counties as provided for in accordance with Section 65-9-29, and
federal "safer off-systemt funds, and/or any other avail able
federal road funds allocated to M ssissippi and to be expended on
county roads, and allocated to the counties as provided for in
accordance with Section 65-9-29, in such anounts as he deens
necessary for an orderly and effective programm ng of all funds
avai l abl e to the counties, including an interchange of one (1)
type of funds for another type of funds when necessary; provided,
however, that each county shall receive, not |ess than annually,

its pro rata share of the conbined funds so allocated; and further
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127 provided that the authority of the county boards of supervisors to
128 ot herw se adopt construction prograns is in no way circunmvented.
129 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
130 and after July 1, 2001.
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