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Senator(s) Valls To: Education; Juvenile
Justice

SENATE BI LL NO. 2804

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-621, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO EMPONER THE YOUTH COURT TO ORDER A PUBLI C SCHOOL TO ENROLL OR
REENROLL A CHI LD WHO HAS SERVED A DETENTI ON PERI GD I N A STATE
TRAI NI NG FACI LI TY OR A COUNTY JUVEN LE DETENTI ON CENTER;, TO
PROVI DE FOR NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE PRI NCI PAL AND AUTHORI ZE THE
PLACEMENT OF THE CHI LD IN THE SCHOCOLS ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PROGRAM
TO DELETE CERTAI N PROCHI BI TI ONS AGAI NST A YOUTH COURT ORDERI NG AN
EXPELLED STUDENT TO ATTEND SCHOOL; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-92,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETGO, AND FOR RELATED
PURPCOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-21-621, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-621. (1) The youth court may, in conpliance with the
| aws governi ng education of children, order any state-supported
public school in its jurisdiction after notice and hearing to
enroll or reenroll any conpul sory-school -age child in school, and
further order appropriate educational services. * * * The
superintendent of the school district to which such child is
ordered may, in his discretion, assign such child to the
alternative school program of such school established pursuant to
Section 37-13-92, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The court shall have
jurisdiction to enforce school and education laws. Nothing in
this section shall be construed to affect the attendance of a
child in a legitimte home instruction program

(2) The youth court may specify the follow ng conditions of
probation related to any juvenile ordered to enroll or reenroll in
school: That the juvenile maintain passing grades in up to four

(4) courses during each grading period and neet with the court
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counsel or and a representative of the school to nake a plan for
how to mai ntain those passing grades.

(3) |If the adjudication of delinquency was for an of fense
involving a threat to the safety of the juvenile or others and
school attendance is a condition of probation, the youth court
judge shall make a finding that the principal of the juvenile's
school should be notified. |If the judge orders that the principal
be notified, the youth court counselor shall within five (5) days
or before the juvenile begins to attend school, whichever occurs
first, notify the principal of the juvenile's school in witing of
the nature of the offense and the probation requirenents rel ated
to school attendance. A principal notified by a juvenile court
counsel or shall handle the report according to the guidelines and
rul es adopted by the State Board of Educati on.

(4) The youth court may, in conpliance with the | aws

governi ng education of children, order any state-supported public

school in its jurisdiction after notice and hearing to enroll or

reenroll any conpul sory-school -age child in school upon rel ease

froma state training facility or county juvenile detention

facility, and may further order appropriate educational services.

Prior to such order, the youth court judge shall make a finding

that the principal of the juvenile's school should be notified,

and the youth court counselor shall within five (5) days or before

the juvenile begins to attend school, whichever occurs first,

notify the principal of the juvenile's school in witing of the

nature of the offense and the probation requirenents related to

school attendance. The principal of the school to which such

child is order may, in his discretion, assign such child to the

alternati ve school program of such school established pursuant to

Section 37-13-92, M ssissippi Code of 1972. A principal notified

by a juvenile court counsel or shall handle the report according to

the guidelines and rul es adopted by the State Board of Educati on.
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(5) The Administrative Ofice of the Courts shall report to
the Legislature on the nunmber of juveniles reported to principals
in accordance with this section no later than January 1, 1996.

SECTION 2. Section 37-13-92, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

37-13-92. (1) Beginning wth the school year 1993-1994, the
school boards of all school districts shall establish, maintain
and operate, in connection with the regular prograns of the school
district, an alternative school programfor, but not limted to,
the foll ow ng categories of conpul sory-school -age students:

(a) Any conpul sory-school -age child who has been
suspended for nore than ten (10) days or expelled from school
except for any student expelled for possession of a weapon or
ot her fel oni ous conduct;

(b) Any conpul sory-school -age child referred to such
alternative school based upon a docunented need for placenent in
the alternative school program by the parent, |egal guardian or
custodi an of such child due to disciplinary problens;

(c) Any conpul sory-school -age child referred to such
alternative school program by the dispositive order of a
chancel l or or youth court judge * * *; and

(d) Any conpul sory-school -age child whose presence in
the classroom in the determ nation of the school superintendent
or principal, is a disruption to the educational environnent of
the school or a detrinent to the best interest and welfare of the
students and teacher of such class as a whol e.

(2) The principal or program adm nistrator of any such
alternative school programshall require verification fromthe
appropri ate gui dance counsel or of any such child referred to the
alternative school programregarding the suitability of such child
for attendance at the alternative school program Before a
student may be renoved to an alternative school education program

t he superintendent of the student's school district nust determ ne

S. B. No. 2804 *SS01/R1120*
01/ SS01/ R1120
PAGE 3



95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

that the witten and distributed disciplinary policy of the | ocal
district is being followed. The policy shall include standards
for:

(a) The renpoval of a student to an alternative
education programthat will include a process of educational
review to develop the student's individual instruction plan and
t he evaluation at regular intervals of the student's educati onal
progress; the process shall include classroomteachers and/or
ot her appropriate professional personnel, as defined in the
district policy, to ensure a continuing educational programfor
t he renoved student;

(b) The duration of alternative placenent; and

(c) The notification of parents or guardians, and their
appropriate inclusion in the renoval and eval uati on process, as
defined in the district policy. Nothing in this paragraph should
be defined in a manner to circunvent the principal's or the
superintendent's authority to renove a student to alternative
educati on.

(3) The local school board or the superintendent shal
provide for the continuing education of a student who has been
renoved to an alternative school program

(4) A school district, inits discretion, my provide a
program of general educational devel opnent (GED) preparatory
instruction in the alternative school program However, any CGED
preparation programoffered in an alternative school program nust
be adm nistered in conpliance with the rules and regul ati ons
established for such prograns under Sections 37-35-1 through
37-35-11 and by the State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges.
The school district may adm ni ster the General Educati onal
Devel opnent (GED) Testing Program under the policies and
gui delines of the GED Testing Service of the American Council on

Education in the alternative school programor may authorize the
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test to be adm nistered through the community/junior college
district in which the alternative school is situated.

(5) Any such alternative school program operated under the
authority of this section shall neet all appropriate accreditation
requi renents of the State Departnent of Education

(6) The alternative school program may be held wi thin such
school district or may be operated by two (2) or nore adjacent
school districts, pursuant to a contract approved by the State
Board of Education. Wen two (2) or nore school districts
contract to operate an alternative school program the school
board of a district designated to be the lead district shall serve
as the governing board of the alternative school program
Transportation for students attending the alternative school
program shall be the responsibility of the |local school district.
The expense of establishing, maintaining and operating such
alternative school programmay be paid from funds contributed or
ot herw se made available to the school district for such purpose
or fromlocal district maintenance funds.

(7) The State Board of Education shall pronulgate m ni num
guidelines for alternative school prograns. The guidelines shal
require, at a mninum the fornulation of an individual
instruction plan for each student referred to the alternative
school program and, upon a determination that it is in a student's
best interest for that student to receive general educational
devel opment (CGED) preparatory instruction, that the |ocal schoo
board assign the student to a CGED preparatory program established
under subsection (4) of this section. The m nimum guidelines for
alternative school prograns shall also require the follow ng
conmponent s:

(a) Cear guidelines and procedures for placenent of
students into alternative education prograns which at a m ni num
shal | prescribe due process procedures for disciplinary and

general educational devel opnent (GED) placenent;
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(b) dear and consistent goals for students and
par ent s;

(c) Curricula addressing cultural and | earning style
di fferences;

(d) Direct supervision of all activities on a closed
canpus;

(e) Full-day attendance with a rigorous workl oad and
mninmal time off;

(f) Selection of programfromoptions provided by the
| ocal school district, Division of Youth Services or the youth
court, including transfer to a community-based alternative school;

(g) Continual nonitoring and eval uation and formalized
passage from one step or programto another;

(h) A notivated and culturally diverse staff;

(i) Counseling for parents and students;

(J) Admnistrative and comunity support for the
program and

(k) dear procedures for annual alternative schoo
program revi ew and eval uati on.

(8) On request of a school district, the State Departnent of
Education shall provide the district informational material on
devel opi ng an alternative school programthat takes into
consideration size, wealth and existing facilities in determ ning
a program best suited to a district.

(9) Any conpul sory-school -age child who becones involved in
any crimnal or violent behavior shall be renmoved from such
alternative school programand, if probable cause exists, a case
shall be referred to the youth court.

(10) The State Board of Education, in its discretion, may
exenpt not nore than four (4) school district alternative schoo
prograns in the state from any conpul sory standard of
accreditation for a period of three (3) years. During this

period, the State Departnent of Education shall conduct a study of
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all alternative school programs in the state, and on or before
January 1, 2000, shall devel op and promul gate accreditation
standards for all alternative school prograns, including any
recommendati ons for necessary legislation relating to such
al ternative school prograns.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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