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SENATE BI LL NO 2795

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 69-46-1, 69-46-3,69-46-5 AND
69-46-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE M SSI SSI PPl LAND
WATER AND Tl MBER RESOURCES ACT TO | NCLUDE W LDLI FE RESOQURCES AND
PRODUCTS WTHI N THE ACT, TO REVI SE THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl LAND, WATER AND TI MBER RESOURCES BOARD TO | NCLUDE THE
CHAI RVAN OF THE SENATE W LDLI FE AND FI SHERI ES COM TTEE, OR HI' S
DESI GNEE, AND THE CHAI RMAN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES GAME
AND FI SH COW TTEE, OR H' S DESI GNEE, AS NONVOTI NG MEMBERS; TO
I NCLUDE I N THE MEMBERSHI P OF SUCH BOARD THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 69-46-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

69-46-1. This chapter shall be known and nay be cited as the

"M ssi ssippi Land, Water, Tinber and WIldlife Resources Act."

SECTION 2. Section 69-46-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
69-46-3. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Land, Water,

Ti nber and Wldlife Resources Board, hereinafter referred to as

"the board,"” for the purpose of assisting * * * in the
devel opment, marketing and distribution of agricultural products

and wildlife products and resources.

(2) The board shall be conposed of the follow ng nenbers:
(a) The Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Commttee,
or a nmenber of the Senate Agriculture Commttee designated by the
chai rman, as a nonvoting nenber;
(b) The Chairman of the House of Representatives

Agriculture Commttee or a nenber of the House of Representatives
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Agriculture Commttee designated by the chairman, as a nonvoting
menber;

(c) The Chairman of the Senate Forestry Commttee, or a
menber of the Senate Forestry Conmittee designated by the
chai rman, as a nonvoting nenber;

(d) The Chairman of the Senate WIldlife and Fisheries

Committee, or a nmenber of the Senate Wldlife and Fi sheries

Comm ttee designated by the chairnman, as a nonvoting nenber;

(e) The Chairman of the House of Representatives Gane

and Fish Committee, or a nenber of the House of Representatives

Gane and Fish Conmittee designated by the chairman, as a nonvoting

nmenber;

(f) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Authority, or his designee;

(g) The Conmi ssioner of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Agriculture and Commerce, or his designee;

(h) The President of the M ssissippi Farm Bureau
Federation, or his designee;

(i) The Director of the Cooperative Extension Service
at M ssissippi State University, or his designee;

(j) The Executive Director of the Agribusiness and
Nat ural Resource Devel opnent Center at Alcorn State University, or
hi s desi gnee;

(k) The Director of the Agricultural Finance Division
of the M ssissippi Devel opnment Authority, or his designee;

(I) The Director of the Agriculture Marketing Division
of the M ssissippi Departnent of Agriculture and Commerce, or his
desi gnee;

(m The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Forestry
Comm ssion, or his designee; * * *

(n) The Executive Director of the Departnent of

Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks; and
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(o) Three (3) individuals appointed by the Governor who
are active producers of Mssissippi |and, water or tinber

commodities or wildlife products. The Governor shall appoint one

(1) such person fromeach Suprene Court district.

(3) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent
Aut hority and the Conmm ssioner of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Agricul ture and Commerce shall serve as co-chairnen of the board.

(4) The board shall neet at |east once each cal endar quarter
at the call of the co-chairnen. A mgjority of the nmenbers of the
board shall constitute a quorumat all neetings. An affirmative
vote of a mpgjority of the nenbers present and voting is required
in the adoption of any actions taken by the board. Al nenbers
must be notified, in witing, of all regular and special neetings
of the board, which notices nust be nailed at |east ten (10) days
before the dates of the neetings. Al neetings shall take place
at the State Capitol in Jackson, M ssissippi. The board shal
provide a copy of the mnutes of each of its neetings to the
Chai rman of the Senate Agriculture Commttee and the Chairnman of
t he House of Representatives Agriculture Conmttee.

(5) Menbers of the board shall not receive conpensation
However, each nenber may be paid travel expenses and neals and
| odgi ng expenses as provided in Section 25-3-41, for such expenses
incurred in furtherance of their duties. Travel expenses and
nmeal s and | odgi ng expenses and ot her necessary expenses incurred
by the board shall be paid out of funds appropriated to the
M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Aut hority.

(6) In carrying out the provisions of the M ssissippi Land,

Vater, Tinber and Wldlife Resources Act, the board may utilize

the services, facilities and personnel of all departnents,
agencies, offices and institutions of the state, and all such
departnents, agencies, offices and institutions shall cooperate

with the board in carrying out the provisions of such act.

S. B. No. 2795 *SS02/R939*
01/ SS02/ R939
PAGE 3



94

95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

SECTION 3. Section 69-46-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
69-46-5. The board shall have the foll ow ng powers and
duti es:
(a) To develop marketing plans and opportunities for
i ndependent farnmers in M ssissippi;

(b) To devel op marketing plans and opportunities for

M ssissippi's wildlife resources and products;

(c) To encourage the conmercialization of new
agricultural technol ogy businesses;

(d) To initiate the devel opnment of processing
facilities for Mssissippi agricultural commodities;

(e) To initiate the devel opnment of M ssissipp
whol esal e di stribution businesses for agricultural inputs and
products;

(f) To pronote the devel opnent of institutional and
specialty markets for M ssissippi agriculture products and

wildlife resources;

(g) To encourage additional research for new
agricultural product devel opnent;

(h) To develop a working relationship with the state
offices of the United States Departnent of Agriculture as may be
appropriate for the pronotion and devel opnent of agriculture in
M ssi ssi ppi ;

(i) To pronote the rural quality of life in M ssissipp
t hrough such prograns as 4-H, Future Farners of Anmerica and
agricultural education;

(j) To file an annual report with the Governor,
Secretary of the Senate and the O erk of the House of
Representatives not |ater than Decenber 1 of each year, wth
reconmmendati ons for any |egislation necessary to acconplish the

purposes of the M ssissippi Land, Water, Tinber and Wldlife

Resour ces Act;
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(k) The board may pronul gate and enforce rul es and
regul ations, in accordance with the M ssissippi Admnistrative
Procedures Law, as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of

the M ssissippi Land, Water, Tinber and WIdlife Resources Act,;

(k) To expend funds out of the M ssissippi Land, Vater,

Ti mber and Wl dlife Resources Fund, upon | egislative

appropriation, to carry out its powers and duties under the

M ssi ssi ppi Land, Water, Tinber and Wldlife Resources Act.

SECTION 4. Section 69-46-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

69-46-7. The M ssissippi Land, Water, Tinber and Wldlife

Resources Board may accept and expend funds appropriated or
ot herwi se nade avail able by the Legislature and funds from any
ot her source in order to carry out the provisions of the

M ssi ssi ppi Land, Water, Tinber and WIldlife Resources Act. Such

funds shall be deposited into a special fund hereby established in
the State Treasury, to be known as the "M ssissippi Land, Water,

Timber and Wldlife Resources Fund." Unexpended anounts derived

from bond proceeds or private funds, or both, remaining in the
fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the State
General Fund, and any investnent earnings or interest earned on
such amounts in the fund shall be deposited to the credit of the
fund. Al other unexpended anobunts remaining in the fund at the
end of a fiscal year shall lapse into the State CGeneral Fund.
SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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