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Senator (s) Dawkins, Carlton, WIIlianmson, 10: Insurance;

Harvey, Hyde-Smith, Harden, Moffatt, Blackmpn APPropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2785

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR MANDATORY HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR
BONE MASS MEASUREMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Any hospital, health or nedical expense

i nsurance policy, hospital or nedical service contract, enployee
wel fare benefit plan, health and accident insurance policy, or any
ot her insurance contract of this type, including a group insurance
pl an, and a sel f-insurance plan that provides nedical and surgi cal
benefits for accident and health services, which is delivered or
issued for delivery in this state on or after January 1, 2002,
shal | include coverage for a qualified individual for
scientifically-proven bone mass neasurenent for the diagnosis and
treatment of osteoporosis.

(2) As used in this section, the follow ng definitions shal
appl y:

(a) "Bone mass neasurenent” neans a radiol ogic,
radi oi sotopic or ultrasonic procedure or other
scientifically-proven technol ogi es performed on an individual for
t he purpose of neasuring bone nmass or detecting bone |oss.

(b) "Qualified individual" neans:

(i) An estrogen-deficient woman at clinical risk
of osteoporosis who is considering treatnent;

(i1) An individual with radiographic abnornmalities
suggestive of | ow bone mass from radi ographi c osteopenia, to

fractures associated with osteoporosis;

S. B. No. 2785 *SS26/R310* Gl/ 2
01/ SS26/ R310
PAGE 1



26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

(iiti) An individual with primary hyperthyroidi sm
hypogonadi sm or ot her di sease states associated with | ow bone
mass;

(iv) An individual receiving long term
corticosteroid therapy, anticonvul sant therapy or other therapies
associ ated with increase bone | oss; or

(v) An individual being nonitored to assess the
response to or efficacy of FDA-approved osteoporosis drug
t her api es.

(3) Nothing in this section shall apply to individually
underwritten Iimted benefit health insurance policies.

(4) Any health insurance policy or benefit programin effect
prior to January 1, 2003, shall be anended on its renewal date to
conformto the provisions of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2002.
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