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Senat or (s) St ogner To: Agriculture

SENATE BILL NO. 2730
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 69-37-21, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO EXTEND THE REFERENDUM ON THE BOLL WEEVI L ERADI CATI ON PROGRAM TO
TEN YEARS;, TO REQUI RE CERTAI N REPORTS; TO LIMT THE ASSESSMENT
FEES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 69-37-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-37-21. (1) In the event any referendum conducted under
this chapter fails to receive the required nunber of affirmative
votes, the bureau, with the consent of the Certified Cotton
Growers Organi zation, nmay be authorized to call other referenda.

(2) After the passage of any referendum the eligible voters
shall be all owed, by subsequent referenda to be held at | east
every ten (10) years or upon recomendation of the certified
growers conmittee, to vote on whether to continue with the program
and/or to nodify the assessnent fee. Upon petition by twenty
percent (20% of the voting cotton growers within a designated
region, the Certified Cotton G owers O gani zation shall be
required to conduct a subsequent referendumon the question called
in the petition, provided that the Certified Cotton G owers
Organi zation is required to hold no nore than one (1) petitioned
referendum for each desi gnated nanagenent region during any given
cal endar year. Al the requirenments for an initial referendum

must be met in any subsequent referenda. The results of each

referendum along with annual audits of all nonies expended on

prograns affected by the referendum shall be reported each year

to the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives and the Chairnmen of the Senate Agriculture

Comm ttee and the House of Representatives Agriculture Commttee.

(3) It isthe intent of the Legislature that the cost of the

cont ai nnment / mai nt enance phase of the boll weevil eradication

program be borne by the producers, and that any subsequent debt

incurred by the program be funded by subsidies, | oans and grants

fromthe federal governnent and ot her sources.

(4) No assessnent under any subsequent referendumfor a

cont ai nment / mai nt enance program nay exceed Twel ve Dol lars ($12.00)

an acre, and it shall be incunbent upon the Boll Wevil Managenent

Corporation to levy only that anount necessary to ensure the

financial stability of the eradication program

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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