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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Finance

SENATE BI LL NO 2712

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS
I N SUPPORT OF KEEP M SSI SSI PPl BEAUTI FUL, | NC.; TO PRESCRI BE
CERTAI N ADDI TI ONAL FEES THAT SHALL BE COLLECTED FOR THE LI CENSE
TAGS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE ADDI TI ONAL FEES SHALL BE DEPOSI TED I N
THE STATEW DE LI TTER PREVENTI ON FUND CREATED UNDER SECTI ON
65-1-167, AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Owners of notor vehicles who are residents

of this state, upon conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating
to registration and licensing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent
of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and
registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomrercial notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional fee in the anmount provided in
subsection (3) of this section, shall be issued a distinctive
|icense tag in recognition of their support for Keep M ssissipp
Beautiful, Inc. The distinctive |icense tags so issued shall be
of such color and design as may be determned finally by the State
Tax Conmi ssion based upon three (3) recommendati ons presented to
the State Tax Comm ssion by the Keep M ssissippi Beautiful, Inc.
and ranked in order of preference by the Keep M ssissipp
Beautiful, Inc.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescribed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
additional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, plus
Two Dol lars ($2.00) thereof to be retained by the tax collector as

a processing fee, shall be remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion on
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a nonthly basis as prescribed by the Comm ssion. The portion of
the additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund. Distinctive |license tags
i ssued under this section shall be issued within forty-five (45)
days after application is made.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Twenty Dol lars ($20.00) for each distinctive |icense tag
applied for under this section which shall be in addition to al
other taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established
| i cense tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, or if the owner sells or transfers the vehicle, he
may surrender the license tag to the local county tax collector
and receive a certificate of credit toward the purchase of a tag
on anot her vehicle as otherwi se provided by law. Distinctive
| i cense tags issued under this section nmay be transferred by the
owner to any other vehicle owned by the person upon paynent of the
regul ar taxes and fees for a license tag for that vehicle.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth,
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of
distinctive license tags. The State Treasurer shall distribute an
amount equal to Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of the additional fees
coll ected for each such distinctive |license tag issued under this

section to the statewde litter prevention fund created under
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Section 65-1-167. Monies in the special fund, upon |egislative
appropriation, may be expended or provided in Section 65-1-167.

(5) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |license tag under
this section. The regular |license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax collector upon issuance of the distinctive |license tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |license
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may nake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenment distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit in the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the remai nder shall be
distributed in the same manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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