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To: Public Health and

Senat or (s) Huggi ns Vel f ar e

SENATE BI LL NO. 2639

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-23-37, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO CLARI FY REQUI REMENTS FOR THE | MMUNI ZATI ON OF SCHOOL CHI LDREN
ENTERI NG M DDLE SCHOOL AND TO PROVI DE THAT I T I'S UNLAWFUL FOR A
CH LD TO ATTEND M DDLE SCHOOL W THOUT PROPER | MMUNI ZATI ON;  AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 41-23-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

41-23-37. \Wenever indicated, the State Health O ficer shal
speci fy such inmuni zati on practices as may be consi dered best for
the control of vaccine preventable diseases. A listing shall be
pronul gated annually or nore often, if necessary.

Except as provided hereinafter, it shall be unlawful for any
child to attend any school, kindergarten or simlar type facility
intended for the instruction of children (hereinafter called
"school s"), either public or private, with the exception of any
legitimate home instruction programas defined in Section
37-13-91, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for ten (10) or less children
who are related within the third degree conputed according to the
civil law to the operator, unless they shall first have been
vacci nat ed agai nst those di seases specified by the State Health

Oficer, as hereinafter provided: The State Departnent of Health

shall promul gate rul es and regul ati ons governi ng the i mmuni zati on

agai nst polionyelitis, rubella, rubeola, nmunps, tetanus,

pertussis, diphtheria and hepatitis B, to be required of children

entering mddle school, including public, private, parochial or

pari sh schools. Such rules and regul ations nmay nodify the

i muni zations that are required of children in this subsection.
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The i muni zations required and the manner and frequency of their

adm nistration shall conformto recogni zed standards of nedica

practice. The State Departnent of Health shall supervise and

secure the enforcenent of the required i muni zation program It

is unlawful for any student to attend school unless he or she has

been i muni zed as required under this section pursuant to the

rul es and regul ations of the State Departnent of Health, and can

provi de satisfactory evidence of such i muni zati on; except that if

he or she produces satisfactory evidence of having begun the

process of inmunization, he or she may continue to attend school

as long as the inmuni zati on process is being acconplished in the

prescri bed manner. It is unlawful for any parent or guardian to

refuse or neglect to have his or her child inmunized as required

by this section, unless the child is properly exenpted. This

section shall not apply to any child if one (1) parent or guardi an

objects in witing to his or her school adm nistrator against the

i mmuni zation of the child, because of religious beliefs or nedical

contraindications. In cases where any such objection is for

reasons of nedical contraindications, a statement froma duly

| i censed physician nust also be provided to the school

adm nistrator. Each school superintendent, whether of a public,

private, parochial or parish school, shall cause to be prepared a

record show ng the immnization status of every child enrolled in

or attending a school under his or her jurisdiction. The nane of

any parent or guardi an who neglects or refuses to permt a

nonexenpted child to be i mmuni zed agai nst di seases as required by

the rules and regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to the provisions

of this section shall be reported by the school superintendent to

the State Departnment of Health. The imunization required may be

done by any duly licensed physician or by soneone under his or her

direction. |If the parent or guardian is unable to pay, the child

shal |l be i mmuni zed at public expense by a physician or nurse at or

fromthe county, district, city public health center or a school
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nurse or by a nurse or physician in the private office or clinic

of the child' s personal physician with the costs of inmunization

paid through the state Medicaid program private insurance or in a

manner to be determined by the State Departnent of Health subject

to state and federal appropriations and after consultation with

t he school superintendent. Funds for the adm nistration of this

section and for the purchase of vaccines for children of famlies

unable to afford them shall be appropriated by the Legislature to

the State Departnent of Health from avail abl e federal or other

funds.

A certificate of exenption fromvaccination for nedica
reasons nmay be offered on behalf of a child by a duly |icensed
physi ci an and may be accepted by the | ocal health officer when, in
hi s opinion, such exenption will not cause undue risk to the
conmmuni ty.

Certificates of vaccination shall be issued by |ocal health
of ficers or physicians on forns specified by the Mssissippi State
Board of Health. These forns shall be the only acceptabl e neans
for show ng conpliance with these imunization requirenents, and
t he responsi ble school officials shall file the formw th the
child' s record.

If a child shall offer to enroll at a school w thout having
conpl eted the required vaccinations, the local health officer may
grant a period of time up to ninety (90) days for such conpletion
when, in the opinion of the health officer, such delay wll not
cause undue risk to the child, the school or the comunity. No
child shall be enrolled w thout having had at |east one (1) dose
of each specified vacci ne.

Wthin thirty (30) days after the opening of the fall term of
school (on or before October 1 of each year) the person in charge
of each school shall report to the county or |ocal health officer,
on fornms provided by the Mssissippi State Board of Health, the

nunber of children enrolled by age or grade or both, the nunber
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fully vaccinated, the nunber in process of conpleting vaccination
requi renents, and the nunber exenpt from vaccination by reason for
such exenption

Wthin one hundred twenty (120) days after the opening of the
fall term (on or before Decenber 31), the person in charge of each
school shall certify to the local or county health officer that
all children enrolled are in conpliance wth inmunization
requirenments.

For the purpose of assisting in supervising the inmmnization
status of the children the |ocal health officer, or his designee,
may inspect the children's records or be furnished certificates of
i mmuni zation conpliance by the school.

It shall be the responsibility of the person in charge of
each school to enforce the requirenents for inmunization. Any
child not in conpliance at the end of ninety (90) days fromthe
opening of the fall term nust be suspended until in conpliance,
unl ess the health officer shall attribute the delay to | ack of
supply of vaccine or sone other such factor clearly nmaking
conpl i ance i npossi bl e.

Failure to enforce provisions of this act shall constitute a
m sdenmeanor and upon conviction be punishable by fine or
i nprisonnment or bot h.

SECTION 2. Section 41-23-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

41-23-37. \Wenever indicated, the State Health O ficer shal
speci fy such inmuni zati on practices as may be considered best for
the control of vaccine preventable diseases. A listing shall be
pronul gated annually or nore often, if necessary.

Except as provided hereinafter, it shall be unlawful for any
child to attend any school, kindergarten or simlar type facility
intended for the instruction of children (hereinafter called
"school s"), either public or private, with the exception of any

l egitimate hone instruction programas defined in Section
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37-13-91, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for ten (10) or less children
who are related within the third degree conputed according to the
civil law to the operator, unless they shall first have been
vacci nat ed agai nst those di seases specified by the State Health
O ficer, as hereinafter provided: insert

A certificate of exenption fromvaccination for nedica
reasons may be offered on behalf of a child by a duly licensed
physi ci an and may be accepted by the | ocal health officer when, in
hi s opinion, such exenption will not cause undue risk to the
conmmuni ty.

Certificates of vaccination shall be issued by |ocal health
of ficers or physicians on forns specified by the M ssissippi State
Board of Health. These forns shall be the only acceptabl e neans
for show ng conpliance with these imunization requirenents, and
the responsi ble school officials shall file the formw th the
child' s record.

If a child shall offer to enroll at a school w thout having
conpl eted the required vaccinations, the local health officer may
grant a period of time up to ninety (90) days for such conpletion
when, in the opinion of the health officer, such delay wll not
cause undue risk to the child, the school or the conmunity. No
child shall be enrolled w thout having had at |east one (1) dose
of each specified vacci ne.

Wthin thirty (30) days after the opening of the fall term of
school (on or before October 1 of each year) the person in charge
of each school shall report to the county or |ocal health officer,
on fornms provided by the Mssissippi State Board of Health, the
nunber of children enrolled by age or grade or both, the nunber
fully vaccinated, the nunber in process of conpleting vaccination
requi renents, and the nunber exenpt from vaccination by reason for
such exenption

Wthin one hundred twenty (120) days after the opening of the

fall term (on or before Decenber 31), the person in charge of each
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school shall certify to the local or county health officer that
all children enrolled are in conpliance wth inmunization
requirenments.

For the purpose of assisting in supervising the immnization
status of the children the |ocal health officer, or his designee,
may inspect the children's records or be furnished certificates of
i mmuni zation conpliance by the school.

It shall be the responsibility of the person in charge of
each school to enforce the requirenents for inmunization. Any
child not in conpliance at the end of ninety (90) days fromthe
opening of the fall term nust be suspended until in conpliance,
unl ess the health officer shall attribute the delay to | ack of
supply of vaccine or sone other such factor clearly nmaking
conpl i ance i npossi bl e.

Failure to enforce provisions of this act shall constitute a
m sdeneanor and upon conviction be punishable by fine or
i mprisonnment or bot h.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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