M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Senat or (s) Posey To: WIldlife and Fisheries

SENATE BI LL NO. 2593
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-5-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CONFORM TO THE FEDERAL M GRATORY Bl RD TREATY ACT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

49-5-7. (1) No wild bird other than a game bird or

i ntroduced pheasants which are hereby classified as donestic fow
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shal | be pursued, taken, wounded, killed, captured, possessed or
10 exported at any tinme, dead or alive. No part of the plunage, skin
11 or body of any bird protected by this section or of any birds

12 comng fromw thout the state, the inportation of which is

13 prohibited into the United States, shall be sold or had in

14 possession for sale in this state.

15 No person shall nolest, take or destroy or attenpt to nol est,
16 take or destroy the nests or eggs of any wild bird, or have such
17 nests or eggs in his possession, except under the authority of a
18 permt duly issued for scientific purposes.

19 (2) This section shall not apply to game birds for which

20 there is an open season under state |law or introduced pheasants;

21 birds, or parts thereof collected or possessed under the authority
22 of a certificate duly issued for scientific purposes; or to the

23 English sparrow (Passer donesticus), red-w nged bl ackbird

24  (Agel ai us phoeni ceus), rusty bl ackbird (Euphagus carolinus),

25 Brewer's bl ackbird (Euphagus cyanocephal us), grackles (Quiscal us

26 sp.), brown-headed cowbird (Ml othrus ater), European starling

27 (Sturnus vulgaris) or crows (Corvus sp.) or to the nests or eggs
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of such unprotected birds. Nor shall anything contained in this
section prohibit any person on his own |land or |and under his

control fromkilling or controlling any English sparrow (Passer

donesticus), red-w nged bl ackbird (Agel ai us phoeni ceus), rusty

bl ackbi rd (Euphagus carolinus), Brewer's blackbird (Euphagus

cyanocephal us), grackles (Quiscalus sp.), brown-headed cowbird

(Mol ot hrus ater), European starling (Sturnus vulgaris) or crows

(Corvus sp.) or any bird by nature destructive of gardens, crops

or property of any kind when such birds are conmtting or about to

comm t depredati on upon ornanental or shade trees, agricultural

crops, livestock, or wildlife or when concentrated in such nunbers

and nmanner as to constitute a health hazard or other nui sance.

Thi s section does not authorize and shall not be construed to

authorize the killing of any mgratory birds protected by the

M gratory Bird Treaty Act.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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