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Senator(s) Walls To:  Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2590

AN ACT TO CRI M NALI ZE THE ACTI ON OF TERM NATI NG OR
THREATENI NG TO TERM NATE EMPLOYMENT BECAUSE OF JURY DUTY OR OTHER
DI SSUASI ON FROM SERVI CE AS JURCR;, TO CREATE A G VIL CAUSE OF
ACTI ON FOR RETALI ATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Any person, corporation, partnershinp,

association or other entity who is an enployer or the enpl oyee,
agent or officer of an enployer, vested with the power to

term nate or reconmend term nation of enploynent, of a person who
is ajuror or who has received a sutmmons to appear for jury duty,
and who deprives the juror or person sumoned of his enploynent,
as a consequence of his service as a juror or prospective juror,
or who asserts to the juror or person sunmoned that his service as
a juror or prospective juror will result in termnation of his
enpl oynment, is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(2) A person discharged from enploynent in violation of
subsection (1) of this section nmay commence a civil action against
hi s enpl oyer and obt ai n:

(a) Wages and benefits lost as a result of the
viol ati on;

(b) An order of reinstatenment w thout |oss of position,
seniority or benefits;

(c) Danmges equal to the anobunt of the | ost wages and
benefits;

(d) Reasonable attorney's fees fixed by the court; and

(e) Punitive or exenplary danages in an anpbunt not to

exceed Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000. 00).
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(3) Each summons to appear for jury duty nust be acconpani ed
by a notice to the enpl oyer of the person summoned. The notice
must informthe enpl oyer that the person has been sumoned for
jury duty and nust include a copy of the provisions of subsections
(1) and (2) of this section. The person sumoned, if he is
enpl oyed, shall give the notice to his enployer at |east one (1)
day before he is to appear for jury duty.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this section, any person
who in any manner dissuades or attenpts to di ssuade a person who
has received a summons to appear for jury duty fromserving as a
juror is guilty of a m sdenmeanor.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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